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Janet Thomas retires from
WSEM’s Brookside Center

“All Access” Home and Bicycle Tour attracts many

by Ilia Estremera,
WSEM Development Department

by Robyn Sandys 
robyns@oldbrooklyn.com

After 25 years of leading the West Side
Ecumenical Ministry’s Food Center at
Brookside, Executive Director Janet
Thomas retired at the end of last month.
Janet  joined the Food Center’s staff as pro-
gram director on July 9, 1984 when it was
still operating out of a residential home on
W. 33rd St., behind the former St. Phillip the
Apostle Episcopal Church. A separate resale
shop for clothes and small household items
was located in a tiny storefront on W. 36th
St. 

Brookside moved to its current two-
storefront location at 3784 and 3780 Pearl
Rd. in 1994 with the help of former WSEM
President & CEO Fr. Robert Begin and then
Ward 15 Councilperson Merle Gordon.   “I
never did anything like that in my life,” said
Janet of the move, which took a year of plan-
ning and preparation.   

“We even walked from the old place to
the new location to christen Brookside’s new
home. Since Brookside started in a house,
we had a real sense of neighbor helping
neighbor. We wanted to bring that spirit to
Brookside’s new home on Pearl Rd.  

The move to the larger building allowed
Brookside to consolidate all of its services
to one location.  That allowed for a more
effective distribution of food, clothing and
other outreach services to families in need. 

“The main building at 3784 Pearl used
to be a furniture store and was most imme-
diately a Goodwill Store before we moved
in,” Janet said.  The furniture store’s large
basement was perfect for the Food Center
to store food. A Program Advisory Council
(PAC) member developed a conveyor sys-
tem in 2004 that allowed the staff to move
food more easily from the basement to the
main floor. The smaller storefront at 3780
became a computer lab where volunteers
teach computer skills. 

Over the years, Janet has seen many
changes in the neighborhood and in those
individuals seeking services. “We now have
a much more diverse population,” she said.
“There are more Hispanics, African-
Americans and Ukrainians.”  

For ten years, until budget cuts sealed
its demise, Brookside hosted a multicultural
and health festival to celebrate the neighbor-
hood’s rich blend of cultures. “We wanted to
help people celebrate the neighborhood’s
diversity as well as provide awareness of
health care and social services available in
our community,” she said.  At the festival,
various ethnic groups performed cultural
dances and played instruments. Over 500
people attended the fairs, which would also
host 40 to 50 health agencies which distrib-
uted information to residents. 

In addition to a more diverse neighbor-
hood, Janet has also seen the increase in
need for food and other services, especially
with the downturn in the economy. 
See Janet Thomas page 6

Anyone who missed the “All Access”
Home and Bicycle Tour sponsored by Old
Brooklyn Community Development
Corporation (OBCDC) in partnership with
Walk+Roll on Saturday, July 18th, missed a
good time. The weather was great – pleas-
antly cool for bike riding and sightseeing. 

About 175 people attended the event.
Seventy-six of them took one of the two trol-
ley tours throughout Old Brooklyn and
Brooklyn Centre, and seventy-five rode
through the neighborhoods on their bicycles. 

The “All Access” Tour captured the
many different features of this area includ-
ing historic homes, scenic streets and parks,
gardens and small businesses. Three special
tour maps were created and are available on
the CDC’s web site, www.oldbrooklyn.com. 

Two bicycle touring maps included a
more extended or advanced route as well as
leisurely bike rides throughout both neigh-

borhoods. These maps were geared more for
the event itself by indicating tour stops for
the day, but they are easy to read and can be
used for future bicycle tours.  

There is also an overall map of the area
that indicates specific attractions, parks,
schools and trails throughout the area. This
map was developed by 25 area small busi-
nesses. Copies of this map are also available
at the merchant locations which are on the
web site.

“It was really a spectacular sight to see
the bicyclists with their green vests and Lolly
the Trolley meet up at the same time at sever-
al of the stops like the Speed family’s historic
home and Benjamin Franklin Community
Garden, all mingling together and having a
great time,” said Greg Huth, OBCDC’s board
president. 

Two Lolly the Trolley tours highlighted
some of the neighborhood’s attractions such
as the  Kroehle House, Coates Mansion, Art
House, Speed/Young farmhouse,

Brookmere Cemetery, Benjamin Franklin
Gardens and a home in the South Hills area. 

The entire first floor of the Kroehle
Mansion, a 5,000 square feet century home,
was open for the tour.  In 1874, the Kroehle
family built a single family home at 2310
Denison Ave., the site of the 1851 Foster
House that was relocated to build the new
edifice.

The owners of the William Coates
Mansion also opened their home up to the
“All Access” tour. Located at 3304
Archwood Ave., it’s an 8200 square foot
mansion that was built in 1902 for the
Coates family William Coates authored a
book of Cleveland’s history.  The residents
believe that a ghost  lurks around their stair-
case.   

At Art House, 3119 Denison Ave.,
Gabriel Gonzales led a class specifically for

“All Access” participants.  She guided the
class in “Found Object Printmaking” in
which aspiring artists created prints using
objects found during their bicycle ride. Art
House is a 3,000 square foot art studio that is
housed in a 1948 domed Quonset building.

The Speed/Young Family Farmhouse
was open to the public for the first time. This
charming house sits on seven acres of land
overlooking a luscious, green ravine. The
homestead has been owned by only two
families (the Brainards were the first) in its
169-year existence, so it remains incredibly
intact and original.  John Warren Speed pur-
chased the property in 1918 and it has
remained in the Young/Speed family ever
since.  John Warren Speed was what would
now be called an “environmentalist”.   He

raised goats, peacocks, turkeys, rabbits,
canaries, ducks, honey bees, and grafted
fruit trees. 

Vicki Blum Vigil, author of
Cemeteries of Northeast Ohio , was on-
site at the 3.5 acre Brookmere
Cemetery, telling stories about some of
the families buried there. The cemetery
was acquired by the City of Cleveland in
1906 after the Village of South Brooklyn
was annexed to Cleveland. 

The Benjamin Franklin Community
Garden’s Operating Committee provided
refreshments and samples of homemade zuc-
chini (harvested from the garden) bread and
cookies to everyone who visited the Garden on
the day of the “All Access” tours.

The garden began in 1924 as a teaching
and demonstration garden affiliated with the
school of the same name. Since the 1980s it
has been the site for a community garden.
The garden is administered and is a program
See “All Access” page 2

Old Brooklyn CDCOld Brooklyn CDC
Community PicnicCommunity Picnic

Please join us for an  informal
get together

Thursday, August 20
5:30 - 7:30 pm

Ben Franklin 
Community Garden

1905 Spring Rd.
(behind Ben Franklin School)

WWe will supply:e will supply:
hot dogs, hamburgers, 
the fixings & drinks.. 

YYou supply:ou supply:
a side dish or dessert, 

and a chair. 

Please RSVP by Aug. 17th
216-459-1000 or

cynthia@oldbrooklyn.com

With helmets and green reflective vests, these cyclists are ready to start on the tour.

Lolley the Trolley unloads at the Coates
Mansion and those on the tour enter the
grandeur of a bygone era. 

Janet Thomas, former Executive Director of
WSEM’s Brookside Center, waves farewell.

Photo by George Shuba

Photo by George Shuba

Photos by Donnald Heckelmoser
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OBCDC is prohibited.  Advertisers and Agencies assume all legal
responsibility and liability concerning offers, artwork, and any and
all text published in contracted display, classified or other advertise-
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OBCDC is a non-profit 501(c)(3) that serves the communities of Brooklyn Centre and Old Brooklyn-

For more information regarding services and projects call 216-459-1000.

Old Brooklyn News
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the month, 6-7:30 pm. OBCDC meeting room (3344 Broadview Rd., upstairs).  Meetings open to the
public but the board reserves the right to close portions of the meetings. To confirm call 216-459-1000.

Young Achievers Learning CenterAs you will see from the article on the
“All Access” Home and Bicycle Tour event,
we had a very successful day on July 18th. I
want to thank our staff who put in countless
hours raising money and planning for this
event as well as the many volunteers and board
members who served on the event committee
for making this an exceptional event.  

I want to specifically acknowledge
Annemarie Popik who spent hours and hours
designing our tour maps and Jeff Rhodes who
spent many hours making the signs we needed
inside the Gavin Lee Party Center as well as
helping to secure our banner that spanned
Broadview Rd. 

In addition, Don Workman put together
the antique bicycle and car display and John
Young and his family were gracious in letting
us tour the Speed historical home on Valley
Rd.  John also helped with our banner. 

The bicycle tours would not have gone off
so well if it were not for Jeff Sugalski and Jeff
Rhodes. In addition, Lois Moss from
Walk+Roll also provided the event with a lot of
bike riding information and promotional out-
reach. 

The area merchant committee was a great
group who helped gain support from business-
es who joined together to develop a merchant
map which includes 25 businesses as well as
area attractions in Old Brooklyn. The goal will
be to develop a similar map for the Brooklyn
Centre area. The bike riding and merchant
map, which is really a tour map of Old
Brooklyn, are available on the
CDC’s web site at www.oldbrook-
lyn.com. There are also a number
of photos on the web site and on
our Facebook page.

The Ben Franklin Community
Garden is in full veggie and flower
bloom. Gardeners provided tour
goers with wonderful treats from
their gardens. Also, the Garden is
going to be the center of attention
on August 15th when the Urban
Harvest Garden Tour kicks off
from this site at 9 a.m. Mayor

Frank Jackson will be at Ben Franklin on that
day. 

We are thrilled that they chose our garden
for this event.  The day, which runs until 2
p.m., will be a little like ours, with Lolly the
Trolley providing tours of twelve other com-
munity gardens in Cleveland. There will be
guided bicycle tours of these gardens as well.
Hope you can join us for this fun-filled day!  

In the photo accompanying this article,  I
am showing off some of the just-picked veg-
gies from the garden Lori, Sheila and I tend.
Wanting to share our bounty,  I gave away
some of the cucumbers and zucchini to people
on the second Trolley tour who could answer
questions about the neighborhood.

In other news, we had an amazingly over-
whelming response to providing rain barrels to
residents. There were 123 requests.  So far we
have installed 20 barrels and will complete 40
more within the next few weeks for a total of
60 barrels. It is great to know that residents
like the idea of being environmentally con-
scious.

There will be a community picnic again
this year at Ben Franklin Garden on Thursday,
August 20th. We will provide the burgers and
dogs and drinks and you bring the rest to share.
Start time is 5:30; it will run until 7:30 p.m. 

We had wonderful potluck last year. Hope
to see you there this year!

From the desk of the
executive director

by Robyn Sandys
robyns@oldbrooklyn.com

by Donnald Heckelmoser 
donnh@oldbrooklyn.com

A new childcare facility has opened in
Old Brooklyn at 3326 Broadview Rd., next  to
the Old Brooklyn Community Development
Corporation and the Old Brooklyn News.
Called the Young Achievers Learning Center, it
accepts children between the ages of 6 weeks
and 13 years old.  

Gloria Francis and Rita Jackson are the
center’s founders and owners. Sisters by birth,
Gloria is the executive director and Rita is the
manager.  

Gloria received her degree in early child-
hood education in 1979 and has been working
with kids and daycare centers ever since.  She
also owns the First Step Enrichment Center at
5550 Northfield Rd. in Maple Heights.  

For the last ten years Gloria has been
working directly with the children she serves
and has used a classroom-based approach to
her daycare centers. 

Rita is also schooled in the way of day
care center management.  She is the former
owner of ABC/123 Day Care Center which
was located on Lorain Ave.  Rita chose to
resign from there when she and Gloria opened
Young Achievers.  

Rita also currently owns the Tree of Life
day care center located on 326 East 156th St.
She has been in the day care business for over
10 years now and both Gloria and Rita both
love it. 

Both Rita and Gloria want to convey that
their centers are not babysitting operations.
Young Achievers Learning Center provides an
educational foundation to build on.  It also pro-
vides frequent, positive, and warm interactions
among adults and children; planned age and
developmentally appropriate learning activities
for all children; specially trained teachers
actively pursuing educational opportunities;
multitudes of age appropriate learning materi-
als; healthy and safe environment; nutritious
meals; ongoing communication with parents
with annual systematic evaluations and a very
effective administration.

The Young Achievers Learning Center
has four full-time employees. Each staff person
has on file three written references which attest
to the staff person’s suitability for employment

at the center.  They require a criminal history
search based upon fingerprints submitted to the
Ohio Bureau of Criminal Identification &
Investigation, and a physical examination. 

The center will be employing more people
as their business expands.  They will be look-
ing for employees who are warm and nurtur-
ing, who understand child development, who
can apply their knowledge in the classroom,
and who respect each child as an individual.
They seek employees who value working as a
team with parents, colleagues and volunteers.

Continuing education is an important part
of working at Young Achievers Childcare.
Each staff person attends training in
infant/child CPR, first aid, communicable dis-
ease recognition, child abuse prevention and
recognition, child development and teaching
methods.  

Each teacher is dedicated to making chil-
dren  feel secure and wants children to develop
love and respect for themselves and for each
other.  They want them to love and respect their
teacher as well.  They want to make a positive
influence as they strive to take the child and
help him/her develop  into an upstanding indi-
vidual.  

Gloria developed the organization’s
Mission statement -- 

“The Young Achievers Learning Center is
committed to providing quality child care serv-
ice.  We will provide developmentally appro-
priate programs that are totally reliable and
competitively superior.  Our goal is to provide
early childhood programming for the children
we serve with a foundation for life long learn-
ing and improved school readiness.  We will
formalize relationships through partnerships
with business, educator’s government, commu-
nity agencies, and health care professionals.
We will help parents to stay abreast of child
care resources, trends, and laws.  We will
maintain positive control of our operation by
enforcing administrative policies of staff that
benefit the children we serve.  We will also be
courteous and professional to each other and
the public”. 

Gloria and Rita invite you to visit the
Young Achievers Learning Center between the
hours of 6 am and midnight Monday through
Saturday or by calling 216-459-9225. 

“All Access” from front page 
of Old Brooklyn CDC.  Benjamin Franklin
Community Garden, also affectionately
known as “Benjie”, is a retreat for many
folks that have a “green thumb”.  This gar-
den is host to over 205 gardeners and is the
community garden in Northeast Ohio

In addition to the tours, Don Workman,
the owner of Ameriflag, Inc., put together a
display of antique and specially designed bicy-
cles. Many were from Don’s personal collec-
tion and others were from various collectors
throughout the Greater Cleveland area.  There
were also a few antique cars on display. 

Inside the event’s venue, the Gavin Lee
Party Center, were over 25 sponsors of the day
displaying information about their services and
programs. Also on view were baskets  chock
full of summer items — worth hundreds of dol-
lars — which five people won in the raffles.

The day would not have been possible this
year without volunteers from the community
who planned the tours, designed the tour maps
and generally provided input and guidance for
the event. Also, Walk+ Roll provided a lot of
outreach to the bike riding community and
expertise on how to put together this type of
event. 

The volunteer chairperson of the event’s
bicycle committee, Jeff Sugalski, indicated that
a third to half of the bicycle tour participants
were from other parts of Cleveland, primarily
suburbs such as Beachwood, Strongsville and
Euclid. He said that many of the bike riders
want to form a group that would meet once a
month for other bike rides in this area. 

OBCDC is putting Jeff in touch with
those who participated in the event so that this
group can be formed. If anyone is interested in
joining the effort, contact the OBCDC office at
216-459-1000 or email Jeff directly at jeffrey-
sugalski@gmail.com.

Last year OBCDC started this venture
with just a home tour and attracted about 45
people; this year nearly quadruple that number
attended.  Next year OBCDC’s goal is to have
300 folks enjoying  more of the attractions
these neighborhoods have to offer.

Check out the photo journal of the event
either on OBCDC’s web site, www.oldbrook-
lyn.com, or on OBCDC’s Facebook page.

Fred from Fred’s Breads, 2330 Broadview
Rd. and his mom Sandy were one of the many
sponsors of the All Access tour. They held a
customer appreciation day and gave away
over 300  hot dogs, chips, donuts and drinks.

Photo by George Shuba
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tle-making. Call 216-398-8556 or visit
www.arthouseinc.org for more info.

Saturday, August 15th
Urban Harvest Garden Tour

Ben Franklin Community Garden behind Ben
Franklin School, 1905 Spring Rd., 9 am - 2
pm. Mayor Frank Jackson, other dignitaries &
guest speakers. Begins at 10 am; travel at  own
pace to any garden along the route. Join a guid-
ed ride on own bike from garden to garden, or
ride Lolly the Trolley for guided tours depart-
ing 10 am & 12 pm.  Sponsored by OSU
Extension, Cleveland Dept.  of Community
Development, Cuyahoga County Board of
Health. Call 216-429-8200 for more info.

Sunday, August 16th
Bus Trip to Marblehead - Halupki Festival
Leaving Holy Trinity Orthodox Church parking
lot, 6822 Broadview Rd., Parma, 8 am; arriving
in Marblehead in time for Divine Liturgy. Bus
will return by 6 pm. Cost, $20 per person. For
reservations contact Michael Pilat 440-243-
4451.Sponsored by LCBA Branch 17.

Tuesday, August 18th
Prayer Warriors Concert

Lake View Cemetery, 12316 Euclid Ave.
Program  held in front of the James A. Garfield
Monument, 7:30 pm; free. Bring picnic supper
if desired.  Call 216-421-2687 for more info.

Sunday, August 23rd
Brooklyn Animal Shelter’s 

Furry Friends Festival
The Grande Pavilion, 7619 Memphis Ave.
Several rescue groups, adoptable furry friends, 
adopted pets reunion, demonstrations, vendors 
edible animal art, blessing of the animals, pet
contests, music by Gypsy, raffles, food,
microchipping, rabies vaccines and a pledge
walk for animals. BAS’s certified trainer &
AKC CGC evaluator, Pat Maistros, from A
Bark Away Dog Training, testing dogs for
AKC Canine Good Citizen Certificate. CGC
open to all dogs, inc. mixed breeds. Testing 10
am - noon; registration beg. at 9:30 am. $5 reg-
istration fee requested. Pat will answer CGC
and training questions from 1-3 pm. Visit
www.brooklynshelter.org for more info.

Wednesdays, now thru August 26th
Wade Oval Wednesdays - University Circle

Free concerts, 6 - 9 pm. Wide variety of live
music. Shop local artists, eat & relax in the
beer & wine garden. Movie night August 19-
Kung Fu Panda. Extended hours, special
events & discounted admissions to Cleveland
Botanical Garden, Cleveland Museum of Art &
Cleveland Museum of Natural History. Visit
www.universitycircle.org or call 216-707-5033.

Every Saturday
Brooklyn Centre Farmers Market

Convenient Food Mart, 3720 Denison Ave.,

Now thru August 9th
CPT's 2009 Student Theatre Enrichment

Program (STEP)  Eye, Mind, Heart
Cleveland Public Theater’s Executive
Artistic Director Raymond Bobgan presents
Free Family Theatre in the Parks. Teens of
the Student Theatre Enrichment Program/
STEP perform Eye, Mind, Heart, (original
play inspired by Hans Christian Anderson's
The Snow Queen).  Sat., Aug. 1st, 7 pm,
Lincoln Park, W. 14th St. & Starkweather
Ave. (rain location - Pilgrim Church);
Mon., Aug. 3rd, 7 pm, St. Stanislaus
Warszawa Music Festival, 3649 E. 65th St.
(rain location - inside church; Fri., Aug.
7th, 6 pm - Estabrook Recreation Center,
4125 Fulton Rd. (rain location - gymnasi-
um). 60 minutes; free. Bring blanket or
lawn chair.  Visit  www.cptonline.org 
for more locations or info. 

Tuesday, August 4th
National Night Out Against Crime

Steelyard Commons, 5:15 - 8:45 pm. Free food
& drinks, courtesy of the 2nd District
Cleveland Police Community Relations
Committee & Coca-Cola. Dunk your favorite
2nd District Cleveland police officer for only
$1. Live music & entertainment, clowns, bal-
loons, face painting, popcorn & more. Over 50
community organizations, stores & restaurants
on site. Sit inside a police cruiser,  fire truck &
ambulance. Climb a rock wall & make your
own dog tags, courtesy of the U. S. Army.
Visit www.steelyard for more info.

Saturday, August 8th
HKB Fund-Raiser

The Blind Pig, 1228 W. 6th St. (Warehouse
District), 8 - 11 pm. $20 gets unlimited pizza,
pasta, wings, draft beer & well drinks.
Entertainment by DJ Fabrice. Door prizes,
50/50 raffles & more.  For more info or to pur-
chase tickets, call Johnny Avon, 216-214-1082,
or Ernest Bailey, 216-240-3457.  

Saturday, August 8th
Neighborhood Connections Grant Meeting
Cleveland Public Library, Carnegie West
Branch, 1900 Fulton Rd., 10 am - 1pm. Help
for grantseekers needing assistance with appli-
cations. Mail or hand deliver proposal to The
Cleveland Foundation by Fri., Aug. 14th, at 5
pm to be considered.  No proposals accepted
by fax or email. Send six copies, inc. supple-
mental/support materials. Call Tom O'Brien,
216-393-4640, for more info. 
.

Saturday, August 15th
Art House - Open House Community Day

Art House, 3119 Denison Ave., 1 - 4 pm.
Entertainment, food & activities for the neigh-
borhood & their families. Activities will show-
case a wide variety of art projects, including a
ceramic wheel throwing demo, chalk art & rat-

10 am – 1pm. Cleveland Corner Store Project
sells fruits & vegetables from local farmers. 

Tuesdays, now thru October 20th 
Tremont Farmers Market

Lincoln Park, 4:30 - 7:30 pm. Fruits, vegetables,
eggs, cheese, honey, bread & more. Music, chef
demos, nutrition info., local artisans.

Sundays, now thru October
Kamm's Corners Farmers Market 

Kamm's Corners Farmers Market, municipal
parking lot, W. 168th St. (off Lorain Ave.),  Sun.,
10 am - 2 pm. Locally  grown produce, breads &
baked goods, cheese, honey, jams & jellies,
herbs & flowering plants; changes as seasons’
bounty comes in from area farms & kitchens.
Weekly demos from local & regional chefs,
cooking school gurus & neighborhood gourmet
cooks, usually  at 12:30 pm. Health education &
wellness programs (yoga, chair massage, book
signings or health screenings) most Sundays.
Call 216-429-8200 for more info.

Arthritis Foundation Has Answers!
For questions about rheumatoid arthritis or the
more than 100 forms of arthritis call the Arthritis
Answers helpline, 216-831-7000, ext. 114, or
800-245-2275, ext. 114. An  Arthritis Answers
information specialist can provide information
about free educational brochures; locations of tai
chi, water & land-based series classes; details
about volunteer opportunities; chapter advacacy
efforts; & special events. Visit www.arthritis.org.

Volunteers Needed for
Mentoring and Tutoring Program

Denison Elementary School, 3799 Denison Ave.
Volunteer mentors & tutors needed for the
upcoming school year.   The Experience Corps
tutoring & mentoring programs provide a great
benefit to participating children & schools, as
well as to the volunteers giving of their time &
experience to these children once or twice a
week. For more info call Carol Hasek, Mentoring
Coordinator. 216-391-9500, Ext. 125.

America Reads Tutors
Cleveland Public Library, South Brooklyn
Branch, 4303 Pearl Rd. Tutors available to help
grades K-4 with reading & math. Call 216-623-
7067 to make appointment.

WSEM Food Center
WSEM Food Center at Brookside, 3784 Pearl
Rd., 216-749-4295. Food service available
Monday - Friday, 10 am - 2 pm. Resale shoppe
open Mon, Wed. & Fri., 9:30 am - 2:30 pm.
Call 216-749-4295 for appointment for help
with completing food stamp applications  or
walk-in & ask to speak to an outreach advo-
cate. Applications will be completed & deliv-
ered to Dept. of Jobs & Family Services. Other
outreach services available; call for details.

West Side Ecumenical Ministry (WSEM)
Enrolling for Early Childhood Education 

All locations for ages birth through age five.
WSEM offers infant & toddler care, Head Start,
the Early Learning Initiative (ELI) program as

well as a home-based program to meet the needs
of area families. WSEM offers free services to
eligible families, health & developmental
screenings, comprehensive services to address
educational, health, dental, nutrition, social,
mental health  & special needs. Variety of pro-
gram options & locations. Accepts county
vouchers.  Call 216-651-2037 for more info.

Ready, Set, Grow Preschool
Located in Brooklyn Heights United Church of
Christ, 2005 W. Schaaf Rd.  Ages 3 - 5. Learning
& social skills for kindergarten readiness.
Certified teachers. Registration fee, $25. Class
times,  9:20 - 11:20 am. Call 216-741-2280 for
more info.

Our Lady of Good Counsel School
Registration for Kindergarten & Preschool 

Are you interested in an excellent Catholic
Education? Call now for a tour & registration packet
for the upcoming 2009-2010 school year.
Kindergarten registrants must be 5 yrs old by Sept.
30, 2009. Cleveland Tutoring & Scholarship vouch-
ers are accepted as well as county vouchers for pre-
school/after care. Call Ms. Patty at 216-741-3685
between 8:15 am & 2:30 pm for more info. Visit web-
site www.olgoodcounsel.com for up to date info.

St. Leo Preschool Registrations
2009-2010 School Year

St. Leo Preschool is located at 4940 Broadview Rd in
the Parish Community Center.  The preschool offers
programs for skill development & kindergarten readi-
ness for 3 & 4 year-old children. A full-day 8 am.-
2:30 pm. Mon. - Fri. program is available, with after
school care at an additional charge. In addition to the
full day program, Mon., Wed., Fri. half-day classes
are available for 4 year-old children. Tues., Thurs.,
half-day classes are available for 3 year-old children.
Children must be of age by Sept. 30. County vouch-
ers are accepted.  A $50 nonrefundable fee & a copy
of the child's birth certificate are required at the time
of registration. For more info.,  call Jeanne Sabol at
216-661-5330.

St. Mary Byzantine School Registration
St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Elementary School,
4600 State Rd., now accepting applications  for  pre-
school - grade 8.  Before/after school services  avail-
able.  Local tuition assistance available to all families;
participates in Cleveland Scholarship & Tutoring
Program.  Updated computer lab, interactive Smart
Boards in all classroom, instrumental music & art
instructor, athletics & more.  Call  216-749-7980 or
visit www.smbyz.org. 

DD A I RA I R Y L A N DY L A N D
Under New Ownership

3630 West 117th Street
August is customer appreciation month

Buy one cone and get
the second one

Free 
With this ad

Hours: 112 ppm tto 110 ppm Expires 8/15/09

"Incredibly CClean CCleaning SServices"

We work around your schedule and needs
Personal and friendly service

Window cleaning
Organizing

Anything that needs cleaning we clean

216-351-0000  440-390-9134  
ediblycleancleaning@yahoo.com  www.incrediblyclean.net

"No JJob TToo BBig OOr TToo SSmall"
 

 

One time, By weekly, 
Weekly & Monthly 

Very reasonable rates

Senior Discounts 

Over 10 years experience

Commercial & Residential Cleaning

Joyful Keyboard
Learning/playing piano

private sessions

Virginia E. Collins
Piano/Music Instructor

Certified Yoga Instructor
Yoga Alliance Registered

Group or individual
classes/sessions...
encompassing many
needs; all ages. 

In-the-Now Yoga

216-398-7743
LTeacherforlife@aol.com

www.circleofinnerlight.com
216.398.7743 or 216.375.9466

1607 Cook Avenue
Cleveland, OH  44109

Virginia E. Collins

Body-Mind-Spirit Integrative
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 Beck Center of the Arts
17801 Detroit Ave. 216-521-2540

www.beckcenter.org

“Little Shop of Horrors” 
Mackey Main Stage

Now thru Aug., 2nd;  Fri. & Sat.,  8 pm;
Sun.,  3 pm. Tickets - $28, adults; $25, sen-
iors; $17, students; (includes $2 service fee).
Reservations enouraged; box office extension
is 10.  Visa & Mastercard accepted.

Liminis Theatre
2438 Scranton Rd.   216-687-0074

(one block west of Lincoln Park 
in the historic Tremont neighborhood)

“Big Love”
Now thru Sat., Aug 22nd,  8 pm. Tickets - $15,
adults; $12, seniors & students.

Near West Theatre
St. Patrick’s Club Building, 38th & Bridge Ave. 

216-961-6391   www.nearwestteatre.org

“The Demon Barber of Fleet Street” 
Now thru Sun., Aug. 2nd. Thurs. thru Sat. ,
7:30 pm; Sun., 3 pm. Tickets, $6. Free parking.
Taylor Slivka is a neighborhood student in this
NWT “teen” musical. 

Playhouse Square Center
1501 Euclid Ave. 

216-241-6000  ww.playhousesquare.com

“Mary Poppins”
State Theatre, now thru Sun., Aug. 9th. Tue -
Fri., 7:30 pm; Sat; 1:30 & 7:30 pm.; Sun; 1:30
& 6:30 pm.  Cost: $10 - $135.

First Thursdays at Playhouse Square  
Aug. 6th & Sept. 3rd. New monthly after-work
series, to attract area office workers at day’s
end to patio bars & restaurants. Live entertain-
ment by the Sparx Concert series & happy hour
specials from 5 pm – 7:30 pm at Bricco, Blue
Bar at the Wyndham, Otto Moser’s, Moko
Café, Star Restaurant & Hanna Restaurant &
Au Bar.  August 6th & September 3rd.

Touring Shows 
Too many to list; visit website for dates &
times.  Also look for “Smart Seat” icons;  some
shows have limited number of high balcony
seats for $10 each (plus handling charge). 

Tremont’s Lincoln Park
“Arts in  August”

Groundworks Dance Theatre - Fri. & Sat.,
Aug 7th & 8th, 7:30 pm;  free. Rain date: Aug.
9th, 7:30 pm. Bring a blanket, cushions or lawn
chairs. Picnics suppers welcome.   Visit 
www.AntaeusDance.com &
www.MorrisonDance.com. for more info.

Cleveland Public Theater’s STEP
(Student Theatre Enrichment Program) 

Various locations thru Aug. 9th. See
specifics/listing in News & Events section of
this month’s OBN.

THEATER NOTES

by Tom Sargent
toms@oldbrooklyn.com

Quiet, introspective and very much the
intellectual, Mark Tapajna is the featured
Benjamin Franklin Community Garden gar-
dener this month.  Mark has gardened at
“Benji” for the past ten or so years, having
been introduced to gardening by his father
while still a teenager.    

An avid gardener, Mark’s tomatoes have
long been the object of considerable envy
from some of his fellow gardeners (myself
included) for the beautiful fruits and bountiful
yield produced in his plot.  With these afore-
mentioned tomatoes, Mark manages to make
up to seventy quarts of tomato sauce per year.
He donates his excess produce, tomatoes and
otherwise, to various food banks and kitchens
in the area. 

Mark is a very active member of the
Garden Operating Committee and has served
as the Chairman of the Projects Sub-
Committee since its inception.  To this end, he
has been instrumental in helping to plan and
implement numerous projects.  These include
obtaining the new storage container, which
will be placed in service by mid-August. He
was also a significant factor in the acquisition
and installation of the gates in the garden
building which allow access to the restrooms
at all times the Garden is open. 

Born and raised on the west side of
Cleveland, Mark’s only real foray out-of-
town came when he went to Vanderbilt
University to obtain one of his two master’s
degrees, the one in Religious Studies.  Mark’s
bachelor’s degree, his other master’s and his
PhD in Education were all earned at
Cleveland State University. 

For the past 24 years, Mark has been
employed in the Positive Education Program,
a non-profit agency charged with working

Ben Franklin gardener excels with tomatoes
by Matthew Wilder

CSU journalism student

with children and their parents to help them
understand mental health diagnoses and the
related issues. 

Mark is a very eclectic person, one with
many and varied interests.  He has played
keyboard in an alternative rock band for many
years. He also likes biking, camping and hik-
ing.  He loves traveling in the New England
region, especially the Maine and Vermont
areas.  He enjoys studying Eastern religions
and practices meditation, yoga and qigong. 

When asked what benefits gardening
brought to him, Mark was quick to state that it
provided him peace and tranquility, a wel-
come respite from the stresses and pressures
of the day, and helped keep him “grounded”. 

Mark’s wife, Janice, is a teacher with the
Cleveland Metropolitan School District; his
daughter, Tess, will be attending Rhodes High
School in the fall. 

1 Bedroom $494 - $560
2 Bedrooms $608 - $689

INCLUDES

Call (216) 398-4430   TTY 800-750-7300
for more information

SMC MANAGEMENT CO.     Office Hours: Mon - Fri 9-5 

Valley Road Villa Senior Citizens
Apartment

Some applications avai lable  for immediate rental .
Others taken for wait ing l ist .         

4146 Valley Road

Section 8 available

zAll Utilities z Carpeting z Electric Range z Refrigerator z Beauty Shop
z Visiting Nurse Monthly z Party & Game Rooms z Cable Available

z Library z Planned Social Activities z Pets Allowed

Mark Tapajna tends to the vines that have
historically produced the best tomatoes
grown in the Garden.  Mark also grows a
variety of other garden produce --  sweet
potatoes, cabbage, green beans, etc.

Photo by Tom Sargent

Residents sound off about I-71 sound barriers

Some residents of Brooklyn Centre are not
happy about a proposal to place noise barriers
along I-71. Residents completed survey ques-
tions about what they thought about the barriers
during gatherings at The Applewood Center,
3518 W. 25th St., on Wednesday, July 22nd and
at Brooklyn Memorial United Methodist
Church, 2607 Archwood Ave., on Thursday, July
23rd. 

Pending approval from residents, the Ohio
Department of Transportation (ODOT) is plan-
ning to place these barriers along the north side
of I-71 from W. 25th St./Pearl Rd. west to  the
Denison Ave. overpass, and along the south side
of I-71 from W. 25th St./Pearl Rd. west to Fulton
Rd. and west of Denison, the the other side of the
overpass to the first railroad crossing overpass
by the residential section  containing W. 46th St.,
W. 47th St. and Denmark Ave.

Noise level studies were completed on
Carlos Ave., Denison Ave., W. 25th St., Bush
Ave., W. 41st St., Fulton Rd., W. 39th St.,
Mapledale Ave., Library Ave., W. 35th St., Daisy
Ave., Poe Ave. and W. 32nd St.

Kathy Sarli, ODOT project manager, said
that the noise levels at the Denison Ave. overpass
exceed federal acceptance standards. Kathy said
that when noise levels are above 67 decibels, it is
highly recommended that barriers be put in place
to prevent excessive noise pollution.

ODOT recorded a sound level on Denison
Ave. at 76.9 decibels. That is higher than the
sound of a vacuum cleaner (70 decibels) and is
almost as high as a garbage disposal unit in a
sink (80 decibels). Ms. Sarli said that the barriers
should decrease most of the noise by 3 decibels
and as much as 12 decibels by the interstate.

There are basically four types of sound bar-
riers -- natural, those made of composite materi-
als, those made of fiberglass and thosemade of
plexiglass and composite.

Many Brooklyn Centre residents prefer nat-
ural barriers like poplar trees.  The other three
types are manmade, and are typically 14 feet in
height and 16 feet in width. 

Composite barriers are made from cement
which is designed to look like brick, fieldstone or
cobblestone or decorated with icons.

Materialwise, fiberglass is another option-
for sound barriers, as are a combination of clear
plexiglass with a composite. 

The project would cost approximately $3.2
million.  ($5 million is budgetted for it, but no
one has said what would happen to the other $1.2
million.)

Funding would be provided by the Federal
Highway Administration.  The Arcadis
Company of Highlands Ranch, Colorado would
design the barriers.

According to the Federal Highway
Administration, one of the most pervasive
sources of noise in today’s environment is asso-
ciated with transportation, particularly in urban
areas. Thus the administration established the
United States Code of Federal Regulation Part
772, “Procedures for Abatement of Highway
Traffic Noise and Construction Noise.”  It pro-
vides the administration policies and guidelines
for the analyses and abatement of highway traf-
fic noise.

Ward 15 Councilman Brian Cummins and
his executive assistant Johanna Hamm attended
the Thursday meeting. He said that he has and
will continue to go door-to-door to inform resi-
dents about the barriers and get their feedback.
He said that so far there have been mixed
reviews; about fifty percent of the residents seem
to be confused, while those who have opinions
are both pro and con. (Probably more are con.)

Mike Castrigano, who lives on Smith Ave.
and worked for the Cleveland Police for many
years said, “This will create more work for
police.” He is also concerned that adding sound
barriers will increase the chance of a burglary
since police will not be able to see what is going
on from the interstate. He is also concerned that
if a fire broke out, it would be difficult for fire-
fighters to notice it.  Smith Ave. residents Bill
Miller and John Andujar agree with Mike.

Delores Burdette, who has lived on Smith
Ave. for nearly 38 years, said that her main con-
cern is vandalism. “You know the kids will be
spray painting.”

For crime and safety reasons, all residents
on Smith Ave. signed a petition opposing the
sound barrier plan. Thomas Sorge, Jr., an envi-
ronmental specialist for ODOT, said that they are
offering the clear panel sound barriers to those
residents.

Some people claimed that ODOT has a his-
tory of not listening to communities, but Mr.
Sorge refuted that statement. He went on to say
that the issue will not be on the ballot (for vot-
ing), but that residents will have a voice in the
decision of whether or not to place barriers on
the segment of the interstate which passes
through their neighborhood. Sorge also said that
maintenance costs are not included in the budg-
et.

David Wolf, who lives on Archwood Ave.
and also owns three home on Library Ave. and
two homes on Daisy Ave., was furious.  He is
concerned that his opinion will not matter
because his homes are farther away from the
interstate. ODOT representative John Mottl
directly told him that the opinions of the resi-
dents who live next to the interstate matter the
most.

In addition, David said that ODOT could
have given more information. He related that
“they had no printouts of any kind.”

David also questioned the lack of a mainte-
nance plan. He provided several examples of
places where barriers are already deteriorating
and are in need of repair. He doesn’t understand
how ODOT will be able to maintain new sound
barriers when they are not keeping up with the
ones they already have in place.

A Denison Ave. resident who attended the
second meeting voiced her concern over soil
degradation and claimed that ODOT told her
they did not test the soil. She said it will be diffi-
cult, perhaps impossible, for ODOT to place bar-
riers there if they don’t know what the soil is
like. She said the soil is more like sand and is 75
feet deep. She doesn’t believe ODOT would be
successful in placing barriers there.
Councilman Cummins and the Brooklyn Centre
Community Association plan to continue their
door-to-door campaign to pass out the ODOT
surveys.  They hope to collect enough feedback
to determine what the true feeling is among
Brooklyn Centre residents whose properties abut
I-71. 

In the meantime, residents who are interest-
ed in how prolonged exposure to loud noise can
have damaging effects on the ears later in life can
visit The National Institute for Occupational
Health and Safety’s (NIOHS) web site at the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
www.cdc.gov. 

(Lynette Filips contributed to this article.)

The Old Brooklyn Community
Development Board of Directors is now accept-
ing nominations to fill seats that will be vacated
by the Directors whose terms end this fall.
Please submit your contact information (includ-
ing email) and  a biography of yourself to: 

Old Brooklyn CDC
3344 Broadview Rd.
Cleveland, OH 44109

Attention: Lynea M. Reindel
You may fax the information to 216-459-

1741 or email cynthiac@oldbrooklyn.com.
There are 3 categories:  residential, commer-
cial and institutional.

For further information about the CDC,
please go to www.oldbrooklyn.com. The
Board of Directors link includes a copy of the
CDC's Code of Regulations which describes
the criteria for each category. Additional infor-
mation will also be posted in upcoming edi-
tions of the Old Brooklyn News. 

You must also be a member in good
standing, which means your membership dues
are up to date. Membership information is also
available on the web site. 

Old Brooklyn CDC
Now accepting 

nominations for the
Board of Trustees
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Although we haven’t yet experienced any
scorching hot days, timewise, summer is defi-
nitely winding down. That’s not necessarily
good news to the children in the neighborhood
who are of school age; they’re probably not
looking forward to returning to their class-
rooms already.  

If those children were to read the book
about farm life -- and the reason that there
even is a summer break from school -- which
I just read, they’d no doubt have a better
appreciation for life these days, especially our
leisurely summer months. 

The book is called Pick Up Stuff; it was
written by Fr. Ernie Ranly, C.PP.S.
(Messenger Press, 2006, and now in its second
printing)  Fr. Ernie was one of thirteen chil-
dreen (sixteen actually, but three didn’t sur-
vive childhood) who grew up on a farm in
Mercer County in Western Ohio.  One of his
older brothers, in fact, Fr. Victor Ranly,
C.PP.S., was the pastor of Our Lady of Good
Counsel Church from 1960 to 1971.

Fr. Ernie was born in 1930, in the early
years of the Great Depression, but being a kid
in a farm family would have been hard work,
no matter what the economic times.  The true
stories he related are so captivating that I had
a hard time putting the book down.  

Pick Up Stuff would also be a good real-
ity check for any adults who are moping about
the financial situation America is currently
experiencing. Even in these “challenging”
times, most of us don’t know what hard work
and hard economic times really are.

That observation leads right into our next
topic this month -- the reopening of one of our
community’s social services resources.  The
St. Vincent de Paul Society’s Ozanam
Center/Food Pantry will soon be operating
from a new location.  

You may recall that a few months ago we
reported that, due to internal reoganization, the
Cleveland Furniture Bank and the St. Vincent
dePaul Society, formerly located next to each
other in the Biddulph Shopping Center, were
undergoing some changes.  One change was
that the Food Pantry no longer had a home.

We’ve just learned that the Society has
been able to find a nearby building which suits
their space and parking requirements.  It’s
located at 4153 Ridge Rd. in Brooklyn  just a

bit northwest of their former facility.
On Tuesday, August 4th, the Food Pantry

will be up and running, its team of volunteers
again serving people whose incomes meet the
federal government’s poverty guidelines.
They’ll be open from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. on
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.  

The second-hand clothing, furniture and
household items are totally separate from the
food operation now; the sign at the Biddulph
retail store has been changed to Cleveland
Furniture Bank from the St. Vincent de Paul
Society, because the Furniture Bank is who
owns it now.

Thrift stores, flea markets and garage
sales continue to be a good way to stretch
one’s buying dollar; it seems that new ones are
perpetually springing up in small neighbor-
hood storefronts, especially along Broadview
Rd. and Pearl Rd.  Some come and go quickly
and some, like Cleveland Right to Life’s
“Treasures for Life” store at the corner of
Ruby Ave. and State Rd. endure for decades.

Local businessman Jack Amburgey,
who has tried his hand at many  neighborhood
enterprises, including the discount-priced
paint store on Pearl Rd. just south of
Broadview Rd., has an idea for another ven-
ture.  

As owner of the Gavin Lee Party
Center, Jack is thinking about using that spa-
cious facility for a purpose other than parties,
showers and Bingo.  He’s consider hosting an
indoor flea market there next month.

Before selecting a date, Jack would like
to get an idea of how many people would be
interesting in renting a table for $10.  If you
are one of them, give him a call at 216-533-
4893.

In recent Town Crier columns we’ve
mentioned new neighborhood-based publica-
tions (in Tremont and Brooklyn Centre) which
have made their debut this year.  It turns out
that there’s at least one more -- the Ohio City
Argus, published by the Ohio City Near West
Development Corporation.

OBCDC Board member Terrell Cole
recently dropped off the 16-page summer
issue (Volume 1, Issue 2) of the Argus at the
OBN office. Those of us who saw it were quite
impressed, especially by all the beautiful color
photographs accompanying the many articles
about Ohio City.  

Shortly after the last school year ended, I
contacted a few of the elementary schools in
the area, asking them to send me information
about any students who’d received awards or
scholarships which we might be able to men-
tion in the paper.  It’s more than time to get
started writing about them!  

The Ladies Auxilliary of the Polish
Legion of American Veterans sponsors an
annual essay writing contest for eighth

www.roomstodayonline.com

Hours: 
Monday - Friday 10 - 9
Saturday 10 - 6
Sunday 12 - 5

$229

Mature drivers ,  i t ’s  our
policy to save you money.

hen you insure your car with us, through Auto-Owners Insurance Company
we’ll save you money! Statistics show that mature drivers experience fewer,
less-costly accidents, allowing us to pass the savings on to you.

Auto-OOwners IInsurance
Life Home Car Business

The No Problem People

3505 East Royalton Rd. Broadview Hts. Ohio  44147
(440)526-5700  

Contact us today, and let us earn your loyalty through
our quality service and products at NoProblem” prices!

COMMUNITY  MEETINGS
tions of meetings from public. Call 216-459-
1000 to confirm date.

Second District Police Community
Relations meeting, Tues., Aug. 11th (& every
second Tues.), 7 pm, Applewood Center, 3518
W.  25th St.

Southwest Citizens Area Council meeting,
Aug. 6th (& every first Thurs.), 7 pm, Gino’s,
1314 Denison Ave. 

Ward 15 Democratic Club meeting, Tues.,
Aug. 25th (& every fourth Tues.), 6:30 pm,
Estabrook Recreation Center, 4125 Fulton Rd. 

Ward 16 Democratic Club meeting Tues.,
Aug. 18th (& every third Tues.), 7 pm, Gloria
Dei Lutheran Church, 5801 Memphis Ave.

Brooklyn Centre Community Association
meeting,  August 27th (& every fourth Thurs.),
6:30 pm, Brooklyn Memorial United
Methodist Church, 2607 Archwood Ave. (cor-
ner of Archwood and Pearl). 

Brooklyn Centre Naturalists meeting,
Saturday, Aug. 8th, 2:30 pm,  Brooklyn branch
of the Cleveland Public Library, 3706 Pearl Rd.;
Contact the Brooklyn Centre Naturalists at
bcnaturalists@gmail.com. for more info.

Old Brooklyn Community Development
Corporation board meeting, Aug. 25th (&
every fourth Tues.),  7:30 pm, OBCDC meet-
ing room (3344 Broadview Rd., upstairs).
Meetings open to public for review & com-
ments, but board reserves right to close por-

graders; this year, students at Our Lady of
Good Counsel School (OLGC) again partici-
pated in it. The topic was “Patriotism:  What it
means to me”.  

The three students whose papers were
recognized are:  (1) Brittany Hennings (now
a freshman at St. Joseph Academy);  (2)
Abigail Soeder (now a freshman at Holy
Name High School); and Mario Muniz (now
a freshman at Benedictine High School).

Brittany’s essay also received third place
in the entire state of Ohio.

The Catholic Daughter of America spon-
sor theme-based competitions for students,
too. This year the students could choose
between “God’s Gifts in My Life” or “The
Gifts I Give to Others” . 

OlGC’s Therese Tapajna received first
place in the “computer art division” and
OLGC’s Ryan Gajdos (now a freshman at
Benedictine High School) received second
place in the “photography division”.

We have many more students to recog-
nize from Our Lady of Good Counsel, and
many from St. Leo the Great School, too.
But space constraints are such that they will
have to wait until next month.

Nonetheless, we want you to contact us
with anything else you would like us to
include in this column; eventually it will
appear here!

Please send your information to:  Lynette
Filips, The Town Crier, c/o the Old Brooklyn
News, 3344 Broadview Rd., Cleveland, Ohio 

Churches still fighting & praying to stay open

The Old Brooklyn News’ (OBN) coverage
of ongoing developments in the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Cleveland continues this
month with further updates about church clos-
ings and mergings.

In its July issue, the OBN reported the offi-
cial closing dates for almost all of the parishes
in the “clusters” to which Old Brooklyn and
Brooklyn Centre parishes belong, but didn’t
have that information for Blessed Sacrament
Church on Fulton Rd.  

The OBN has since learned -- from the
church’s pastor -- that Bishop Richard Lennon
will be on site to close the parish on Saturday,
April 10th, 2010.  The Mass will be at 5 p.m.

While St. Barbara Church, 1505 Denison
Ave., has been assigned a closing date, too,
they are not “going down” without a fight.
Some members of St. Barbara’s continue to
meet with other “Endangered Catholics” (more
about them later) and will be conducting a pro-
cession and prayer service on Sunday, August
16th -- the same date the other  endangered
parishes will be doing the same thing.

St. Barbara’s invites anyone who feels sup-
portive of their plight to meet outside their
church following the 11 a.m. Mass.  Bring a
lawn chair to sit on during the prayer service.

To honor the heritage of the founding
parishioners, some of the hymns and prayers

will be said/sung in Polish.  Candles and plac-
ards will be provided for those who want to
participate in the procession around the church
grounds. 

The parishes in the Diocese, in addition to
St. Barbara, who have allied themselves
together in the group they’re calling
“Endangered Catholics” are:  Sacred Heart,
Akron; St. Adalbert, Cleveland; St. Emeric,
Cleveland; St. James, Lakewood; St. John the
Baptist, Akron; St. Lawrence, Cleveland; St.
Mary, Bedford; St. Mary, Lorain; St. Mary of
Hungary, Orange; St. Patrick, West Park;
Historic St. Peter, Cleveland; and St. Wendelin,
Cleveland.  The number has increased as time
passes and the reality of the closings play out. 

On Saturday, June 27th, the Endangered
Catholics sponsored an all-day meeting at the
Porter Library in Westlake.  Peter Borre, a
businessman from Boston who is also the
Chairman of the Council of Parishes there,
spoke extensively about his involvement with
the church closing process in Boston.

One of Borre’s and the Endangered folks
beliefs is that "...no parish should be closed,
suppressed or merged without consent of the
parishioners..." 

A number of the Endangered Catholics
have been in the news lately because at 4 p.m.
on Wednesday afternoons they have been out-
side the Diocesan offices at E. 9th St. and
Superior Ave., protesting the closing of their
parishes. 

by Lynette Filips
lynettef@oldbrooklyn.com
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by Tom Collins
tomc@oldbrooklyn.com

The Cleveland Foundation is a major con-
tributor in the Northeast Ohio area. They are
the quiet financial strength behind many small
to very large projects throughout Cleveland.
Through their smaller Neighborhood
Connections grant program and their overall
grant making, great things can and do happen.

This summer the Cleveland Foundation
awarded a summer intern to the Old Brooklyn
CDC. The summer intern program is yet
another way the Foundation gives back to the
community.  It is a highly competitive process
whereby a local non-profit group must prove
they have a worthy project or program of real
merit to be awarded an intern.

The application process to become an
intern is also very competitive with applicants
coming from all over the United States.  The
intern must have a blend of superior communi-
cation skills, proven work ethic, academic pro-
ficiency and an earnest willingness to learn.
The more subtle qualities are an ability to lis-
ten, analyze, ask pertinent questions, con-
tribute to the mission and be flexible in work-
ing in a fast paced office with many diverse
programs.

Joshua Rothhaas, a senior at Cleveland
State University, competed through the multi-

ple phases of this national selection process.

The Foundation works with the interns and the
nonprofits to make a good match. When Old
Brooklyn CDC met Joshua this past spring, we
knew it would be a great match. Josh started in
June and his internship ends August 7th.

While he is being introduced to a wide
range of experiences from housing court to the
storefront renovation program his primary
responsibility is to take the recently completed
Brooklyn Centre and Old Brooklyn Master
Plan and develop it into digestible bites.  His
work will debut on the Old Brooklyn CDC web
site in September.

When the CDC pledged to keep this mas-
ter plan from living on a shelf it meant sharing
this dense document that is chock full of ideas

Ameriflag, Inc
3307 Broadview Rd.
216.661.2608
Hours: Tues. - Fri. 9 - 5

Saturday 9 - 3
Closed MondaysClosed Mondays

20’Aluminum Sectional Pole
w/3’x5’ U.S. Flag

Ameriflag 216-661-2608
Not valid with any other offers.

20’Aluminum Telescoping Pole
w/3’x5’ U.S. Flag

Ameriflag 216-661-2608
Not valid with any other offers.

23’Aluminum Telescoping Pole
w/3’x5’ U.S. Flag

Ameriflag 216-661-2608
Not valid with any other offers.

$$129129

$$220220

$$260260

FLFLYY YOURYOUR
FLAGFLAG
EVEREVERYY
DADAY!Y!We Have:

zzUS Flags
zzNationality Flags
zzState Flags
zzMiniature Flags
zzSports Flags
zzMilitary Flags

Visit CLEATSWINGS.COM 
For our full menu

OLD BROOKLYN
@ THE CORNER OF

JENNINGS RD. & HARVARD AVE. 

1/3 MILE SOUTH OF 
STEELYARD COMMONS

216-398-4498

Dine In SpecialsDine In Specials

Tuesday & Wednesday: 39 cents Wings

Thursday: 1/2 Slab Ribs & Slaw $5.99, Full Slab $10.99  

Friday: 2 Domestic Bottles $3.00

All Browns Games -Bucket of 5 Domestic Beers Only $10.00 

Any sandwich
or wrap & ff

$5.99 
(Dine in Only - 11 am - 3 pm)

Expires August 31, 2009  
No double coupons

25% OFF
any togo order of $20 or
more (excludes Thursday ribs)

Expires August 31, 2009  
No double coupons

Complimentary
fountain drink with

purchase of menu item
(Dine in Only)

Expires August 31, 2009  
No double coupons

Daily Lunch SDaily Lunch SpecialpecialCheeseburger or Grilled Chicken
Cheeseburger or Grilled ChickenSandwich, FF & Soda

Sandwich, FF & Soda $$55 9999
Dine in only - till 5 pm.

Family-and-child-friendly with full kids’ menu and seating

Buy any regular
priced menu item 

& get 
2nd of equal or lesser

value for 1/2 price 
(Valid on Saturdays only)

Expires August 31, 2009  
No double coupons

10% Off for all Military, Police, Fire and EMS (w/ID, Badge)

Check out our New Menu

Joshua Rothhaas: OBCDC’s summer intern from Cleveland State
with the community in action steps that will be
achievable and measurable.  Joshua has the
technical skills to engage electronic media
tools and the academic skills to translate an
information rich document into words and
ideas the community will understand.  His
urban affairs courses provided him with the
perspective that turns a vision into practical
information that make sense.  His work will
outlive the twelve week internship and to quote
Robert Frost “…And that has made all the dif-
ference.”

Josh was also instrumental in helping to
bring the CDC into the new electronic age by
setting up the Old Brooklyn CDC Facebook
and Twitter sites. He taught us how to utilize
those sites as effective communication tools.

That is what Joshua has accomplished.
More importantly who is he?  He is an ener-
getic young man bursting with enthusiasm
about Cleveland and living in the city.  He has
a quick wit, warm smile, observant nature, and
enjoys all kinds of people.  He plays an emerg-
ing sport called Ultimate Frisbee which makes
great sense when he explains it but must be one
of those things you have to see to understand.
He bikes to work in all kinds of weather
because he really enjoys it.

When you know someone by the quality
of their work you know something important
about the person.  When it is enhanced with a
good natured personality you have the best
combination.  That is why Old Brooklyn CDC
is all the better for Joshua’s summer internship. 

Janet Thomas from front page
“We used to see 500 to 600 families a

month, where now we’re seeing 800 families a
month,” she said.   

Despite the hardships increasingly felt by
families, the sense of neighbor helping neigh-
bor has never left Brookside. That spirit is alive
with the help of over fifty volunteers and the
faithful support of churches, organizations and
individuals. With this fundamental support
Janet believes that Brookside is still as much a
home as it ever was, and will continue to be in
the future. 

As for Janet’s plans for her own future,
she “plans to volunteer, but in a different
field.” A few weeks ago, a family who volun-
teers at the Food Center gave her a bike with a
basket inscribed with her name. A stuffed ani-
mal – a little black dog like Toto in the Wizard
of Oz - sits in the basket. Janet hopes to ride
her new bike in the neighborhood and on the
tow path. She also plans to travel a little. 

In terms of no longer working, not sur-
prisingly, Janet said, “I will miss the people the
most.  I have so many memories, I could fill a
truck.” 

The Food Center at Brookside, which
opened in 1981, is one of three such facilities
which WSEM operates. When Janet started,
she was only the director of Brookside.  The
other two, Community Corner and Near West,
each had its own director until one of them
died.  

For about the last four years, Janet and
Lou Keim have been co-directing the three
food centers.  Now only Lou is at the helm. 
(Lynette Filips contributed to this article.) 

Riversweep
2009

On Sat., May 9th
over 120 volun-
teers participated
in the annual
R i v e r s w e e p
cleanup. Pictured
here (above and
center) are Girl
Scouts in troops
#998, #1025,
#1821, #138, #427,
#381 and (bottom
p h o t o )
Brecksville High
School students.
The Girl Scouts
retrieved the tires
while the
Brecksville stu-
dents loaded over
600 wet, muddy
tires into a dump-
ster. Afterwards,
the Scouts
enjoyed a cook out
on Zeleznik’s
patio.

Photos by Lori Peterson

Joshua Rothhaas - OBCDC’s intern
Photo by Sheila Quealy-Walter
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OBCDC 

Community Toolbox

"It's about your home; 
it's about your neighborhood."

THINKING OOF SSELLING?

ROGER PETERS
OWNER/BROKER.

JOHN PETERS
Old Brooklyn Homeowner

RODGER PETERS
Brooklyn Homeowner

REGAL REALTY, INC.

I Sell Old Brooklyn/Brooklyn!!
I Need Homes to Sell!!!

As The Neighborhood Marketing Specialist for Old Brooklyn we can 
Help you put your Home at the top of the Homebuyers List!

Regal Realty, Inc.  Selling More Homes! More Often!

SERVING OLD BROOKLYN FOR OVER 38 YEARS!!!

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE 
MARKET VALUE OF YOUR HOME

(440)888-2727
(216)789-0262

Buy or Sell with Confidence
Family Owned and Operated

www.regalrealtyinc.net

Differences between credit unions and banks

When a person walks into our lobby or
calls a loan officer, what makes Steel Valley
Federal Credit Union different from a bank
isn’t immediately apparent. Although the two
financial institutions offer similar products and
services, the similarities stop there. Crucial dif-
ferences exist in ownership, in cost of borrow-
ing money and in use of services.

* Shareholders own their credit unions.
Credit unions are member-owned nonprofit
financial cooperatives dedicated to improving
members’ lives. More than 89 million mem-
bers have deposited their money in 8,600 U.S.
credit unions; combined assets are $732 bil-
lion. 

*Stockholders own banks (which have
combined assets of $10 trillion). Banks make
money for stockholders, not for customers.

*Credit unions are the only democratical-
ly controlled financial institutions in the United
States. Members elect a volunteer board of
directors to oversee the credit union. The man-
ager or president/chief executive officer
reports to this board. 

*Bank directors, however, are paid.  They
are legally bound to make decisions that bene-
fit the stockholders, not the customers.

*Credit Union deposits stay in the com-
munity, and members are the sole beneficiar-
ies. Loans are made only to members, and all
the assets belong to members, not to outside
interests (who do not have a depository rela-
tionship with Steel Valley). Steel Valley does
not invest in activities unrelated to members.

* Credit unions have the best interest rates
on savings. They price loans, pay interest on
the funds members have deposited, and charge
fees to provide shareholders with high-quality,
low-cost services. 

*Banks price products and services to
make a profit for the stockholders.

*Credit union loan rates also are better.
The average credit card interest rate is about
three percentage points better at credit unions
than at banks. And credit union used car auto
loans average more than one and one-half per-
centage points less than banks’ auto loan rates.
Credit unions make consumer loans and some
member business loans. Banks offer consumer
loans, but really emphasize business loans.

* Credit unions educate members about
money matters. They send newsletters to keep
members advised of rates, loan sales and finan-
cial trends which might affect them. Steel
Valley Federal Credit Union stresses educa-
tion, providing materials and holding seminars
on financial planning (the last Saturday morn-
ing of every month) and car and home buying
to help members make informed buying deci-
sions.  Many banks simply advertise their rates  
and sell their services.

If you’re a member of Steel Valley
Federal Credit Union, you’re also an owner,
and thus have a say in how we do business. Let
us know how you think we’re doing and the
services you desire.

Friday,August 14,2009 No rain date

Brookside Reservation - 8:00 p.m.
“Finding Nemo” 

For more information call Lori at
216-459-1000

Adventure Cyclist $500
Cleveland Housing Network

www.opphomes.com.

Cleveland Public Power
www.cpp.org
Dollar Bank

www.dollarbank.com

Cape Cod Bungalow $250
Ameriflag Inc.

www.ameriflag.com

C.B. Graphics Printing & Signs

Cleveland State University
www.csuohio.edu

Cover More Ground
CoverMoreGround.com

E&S Construction

First Interstate Properties
www.steelyardcommons.com

Howard Hanna Real Estate Services
www.howardhanna.com

Kevin J.M. Senich, LLC

Neighborhood Housing Services of
Greater Cleveland
www.nhscleveland.org

Ohio City Bicycle Co-op
www.ohiocitycycles.org

Schillings Enamels Co.

Speed Exterminating 
www.speedexterminating.com

State Farm Insurance Co.
Agent-Dan Ritzenthaler

www.danritzinsurance.com

Steelyard Commons
www.steelyardcommons.com

Third Federal Savings and Loan
www.thirdfederal.com

Ride in the Park $100
Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce

Cleveland Action to Support Housing
Councilman Kevin Kelley

Environmental Health Watch
Gus’s Family Restaurant

Memphis Fulton Shopping

Neighborhood Merchant $50
City of Cleveland-Division of Water

Cleveland Divine Mercy
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo

Cleveland Zoological Society
Cuyahoga County Recorder

Don-Gi’s Pizzeria
Honey Hut Ice Cream Shoppe

Living in Cleveland Center
M&M Wintergreen’s Inc.

Makkos Painting & Decorating
Memphis Kiddie Park

Ohio Housing Finance Agency
Pizza Joe’s & Deli

Rising Star Graphic Design &
Wedding Videography

Old Brooklyn Community Development Corporation would
like to thank the following sponsors for helping to make the

“All Access” Home and Bicycle Tour possible:
Riverside Cemetery

Rosby’s Greenhouse and Berry
Farm

State Representative Sandra
Williams

South Hills Hardware
Your Connections

Young Achievers Learning Center

Resident Sponsors
Lynea Derwis
John Jenkins

Terry Lewarchick
Anna Page

Robyn Sandys

The following merchants  supported
the printing of the self guided map.
Please show your support by patron-
izing these local area merchants:

Ameriflag Inc.
3307 Broadview

Broadview Barber Shop
4764 Broadview Rd.

Broadview & Schaaf Marathon
4661 Broadview Rd.

Dairy Queen
5501 Memphis

Dee’s Diner
4326 Pearl Road

Durica’s Montclair Sunoco
2039 Broadview Rd.

Fantasy Toys and Bikes
3216 Broadview Rd.

Fred’s Breads
2330 Broadview Rd.

Gary’ s Barber Shop
4716 Memphis Av.

Gentile’s Imported Italian Foods
4464 Broadview Rd.

Gus’s Restaurant
4377 State Rd.

Honey Hut Ice Creame Shoppe
4674 State Rd.

Kevin Senich, Attorney at Law

M&W Meats
4391 State Rd.

Michael’s Bakery
4478 Broadview Rd.

Kevin J.M. Senich, LLC
4438 Pearl Rd.

South Hills Antiques
2010 W. Schaaf Rd.

Something Fishy
4674 State Rd.

Speed Exterminating
4141 Pearl Rd.

Subway
2144 Broadview Rd.

The Sausage Shoppe
4501 Memphis Ave.

Paul Ciupa, Cynthia Cejka, Terrell Cole, Tom Collins, Lynea Derwis, Greg Huth,
Donnald Heckelmoser, John Jenkins, Jeff Kipp, Theresa Martin, Bruce Page,
Lori Peterson, Annemarie Popik, Ed Pryll, Jeffrey Rhodes, Robyn Sandys, 

Philena Seldon, Barb Spaan, Jeffrey Sugalski, Sheila Walter,  Don Workman,
Sandy Worona and John Young.

Old Brooklyn Community Development Corporation’s Board and Staff
would like to extend their gratitude to the following “All Access” commit-
tee members for their hard work and commitment:

The “All Access” Home and Bicycle Tour showcased antique and collectable bicycles
which was arranged by Don Workman, the owner of Ameriflag Inc. on Broadview Rd.

Photo by George Shuba

by Dana Korosi
Steel Valley Federal Credit Union

With support from 
Councilman Brian Cummins and Councilman Kevin Kelley 
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by Lynette Filips
lynettef@oldbrooklyn.com

Photo of Brainard-Poe house in last month’s OBN results in two support letters

The thought of the little worn house on a
postage-stamp sized lot at 4107 Denison Ave.
being demolished or “deconstructed” has moti-
vated two area preservationists to contact the
OBN with pleas for its survival.  

Those who missed the picture and cap-
tion on the back page of our July issue can see
a different photo and read about its history, as
well as ideas for its reincarnation in this fol-
lowup article.

Because the house has been abandoned
and is in poor repair, some Ward 15 residents
would like to have it removed from the neigh-
borhood.

Others who recognize its historic signifi-
cance to Brooklyn Centre view the situation in
a different light.

Craig Bobby's opinion about 
the Brainard house

As a local researcher of older buildings, I
am writing to the Old Brooklyn News in reac-
tion to the disturbing news of the plan to
demolish what could very well be THE most
historic of all the many historic structures in
the Brooklyn Centre neighborhood.  It is the
home at 4107 Denison Ave., known as the
Brainard-Poe house.  

In October of 2008, I was hired by Ward
15 Councilperson Brian Cummins to research
this house, presumably to develop some plan
that would complement its history.  I learned
that the house was built in 1853 --156 years
ago -- for Sherman Brainard, a man who was
here as an infant with the very earliest wave of
settlers who had chosen to live in Brooklyn
Township.  

To put the year of construction in a broad-
er historical context, in 1853 Millard Fillmore
was ending his term as President of the United
States, and Franklin Pierce was beginning his.
There were only thirty-one "United States" of
America. Anti-slavery sentiment was at a
fevered pitch and our area was becoming an
important stop on the "Underground Railroad".

The other railroad - the "Iron Horse" - had
made its debut in the Cleveland area only four
years earlier.  Oil-burning street-lamps had
finally been replaced with a gas-burning ver-
sion at about the same time.  The venerable Old
Stone Church on Cleveland's Public Square
was built the very same year. 

THAT'S how historic our 4107 Denison

Ave. house is.
The Brainards soon became one of the

largest and most influential families of
Brooklyn Township's first decades.  The house
originally sat on a parcel of land approaching
100 acres. Yes, it was a farmhouse.  

In 1879, the house and land were pur-
chased by Joseph Poe, a stalwart Brooklyn
Centre citizen who had served in a handful of
various elected and/or appointed positions
within the Village's government.  Not desiring
to be a farmer, Poe gradually sold off the land,
right up to the house's present-day meager lot.  

It is certainly true that this house has fall-
en on considerable hard times in recent years,
but that hardly seems like sufficient justifica-
tion for its destruction.  I am wondering what
happened to Councilperson Cummins' hopes to
help to create a future for this house that
respected its history.   It does seem there were
some communication failures between the par-
ties who needed to be talking about this.  

Is there some chance, even the proverbial
"eleventh hour" kind, to stay the execution of
this edifice?  There will possibly never again
be a better opportunity to express how
important history is to this community.

Paul Kirk’s opinion about 
the Brainard house

As the former vice-president of the
Brooklyn Centre Community Association
(BCCA), I  am distraught over the situation with
the former Brainard house at 4107 Denison Ave.
I have tried my best to get those involved who
have any  sort of clout.  I'm not sure what more
I can still do to help  save the house.

I have neither money nor prestige, but
what I do have is time, and that I have offered.
I could  give my time to cleaning up the house
and getting people together to stabilize it.

I am not sure why my suggestion for
BCCA to acquire the property has not been
considered.  

There had been much talk about   acquir-
ing the Wirth House (another historic home in
Brooklyn Centre).  I think that is a noble under-
taking, but perhaps one that is too ambitious
for our first acquisition. 

In addition,  I don't like the idea of having
to choose one house over the other, which has
been implied.  It is like comparing apples and
oranges.  

To me it makes much more sense for
BCCA to acquire the Brainard house first.  It is
a much smaller house, would surely cost less
money, and could be put to some use much
more easily and quickly.  

We have been talking for a long time
about having some sort of neighborhood proj-
ect that would bring our neighbors and resi-
dents together to accomplish something
together; what could be more perfect than the
Brainard house?  We could first devote our
time to a clean up, not only of the interior, but
also the exterior.  

How exciting would it be to pull off that
ugly aluminum siding to reveal the original
clapboards! Think of what a gem the house
would be to our neighborhood! 

We have people in the neighborhood who
are skilled in so many ways, and perhaps we
can enlist their help in making the seriously
needed repairs to the house.  If the house were
stabilized, it would not be such a threat to the
neighbors.  

Could the Old Brooklyn Community

Development Corporation get involved some-
how?  

After it’s fixed up, what could the house
be used for?  At the very least, it could be stor-
age space for the BCCA until a better, perhaps
more profitable, use comes along.  

It could be a meeting space.  Obviously
there isn't much parking, but there would be
enough street parking for people attending our
monthly meetings.  The lack of parking could
also motivate people to walk or bicycle to
meetings, rather than driving.  

Admittedly, it would be an expensive
project for a meeting house, but what we have
to consider is what we would be losing if this
house were gone.  While not visually grand by
any estimation, it certainly is one of the oldest
houses still standing on Denison Ave.  Plus the
Brainard family is one of the pioneer families
of our neighborhood and of the Western
Reserve.  That alone makes it grand and wor-
thy of respect, and a very valuable asset to
Brooklyn Centre, as well as to the whole city of
Cleveland.  

We live in a disposable society.  We tend
to devalue and get rid of what is old, weathered
and useless to us, whereas we value what is
new (even if it may not be very useful).  

This not only extends to things, but to
people as well.   Our youth sees this all the time
-- what message does this send to them?  Is it
any wonder that many of them do not have
respect for old things and people older than
they are?  

We need to teach our youth that some-
thing old is something to be cherished and val-
ued.  How can we know where we are going if
we do not know where we came from?  

Could we not get the kids at Denison
School involved in the Brainard House?  Even
if it is just something as simple as weeding the
yard, planting flowers or helping with a clean
up, it could give them a sense of ownership and
accomplishment.  This could be a great history
project.  

We are constantly seeing our heritage
destroyed, and if we continue this, very soon
we will have no sense of identity, both our own
and/or with our neighborhood.

This house was built in 1853 for Sherman Brainard

Photo by Craig Bobby
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F A M I L Y  F U N !
Cleveland Metroparks Hinkley

Reservation Ledge Pool & Recreation Area 
1151 Ledge Rd. between State & Kellog Rds.

440-331-8111
www.clevelandmetroparks.com

Dive-In Movie: Fri., Aug. 7 Bring something
to sit on & enjoy the movie from a spot on the
lawn or while relaxing in an inner tube in
Ledge Pool. (Inner tubes available by reserva-
tion only; $4 for single & $6 for double.)
Doors open at 8 pm; cartoons start at 8:30 pm.
Feature movie -- “RV”  -- begins at 8:45 pm.
Visitors must be 8 or older to use the pool &
rent an inner tube. Refreshments available.
Call 330-239-2911 to reserve a tube or for
more info.

Dog Paddle & More - Sun., Aug. 23rd, 1 - 5
pm. Bring non-aggressive dogs to swim.     Dog
fair -  dog groomers, dog bakeries, pet therapy,
agility course by Medina Swarm & more!   Pets
(& their “parents”) can enjoy a dog walk;
Cleveland Metroparks K-9 Unit on hand with
animal safety demonstrations. Cost of pool
admission -- $3 donation per dog -- benefits
local animal shelter & Medina County SPCA.

2009 swimming season Now thru Aug., 16th.
Pool Hours - 11 am - 7 pm. Daily fees to use the
pool -- adults, 12 & over, $4.50;  children 6-11,
$3.50;  5 & under, free;  seniors  62 & over, free.
Learn to swim program: $30 per session
with season pass; $50 all others. Call 440-331-
8111 for more info.

Pool party packages - special reserved area
with picnic tables for up to 3 hours;  Parties
must have at least 10 people. Call 440-331-
8111 to schedule a party  or request pricing on
food packages.

Cleveland Metroparks Zoo 
3900 Wildlife Way

216-661-6500 clemetzoo.com
Creature Comforts - Aug. 15, 10 am - 5 pm.
Animal enrichment demonstrations scheduled
throughout the Zoo. Zookeepers explain
enrichment techniques & natural behaviors
tGuests observe orangutans being challenged
to use tools, a polar bear diving for a tasty
treat, a giant Pacific octopus solving a puzzle
or  tamarins participating in scale training.
Flutter - Now  thru Sun., Sept. 13th. Free with
Zoo admission. Hundreds of free-flying butter-
flies from South America, Africa & Asia. 
Professor Wylde’s Animal Show - Now thru
Thurs., Sept. 7th; daily, 11:30 am, 1:30 & 3:30
pm in the Zoo’s Amphitheater. Free with Zoo
admission. Weekend shows run through the
end of Sept.

Cleveland Metropark Huntington Beach 
Huntington Reservation, Bay Village 

216-635-3200. 
Summer Beach Party - Sat., Aug. 1, 5 –
11pm; free.  5 - 8 pm -  variety of games &
activities (day-of registration required to par-
ticipate in all games; limited space).  Prizes
awarded.  5 - 8 pm  -- sand castle-building area
for visitors, king of the beach volleyball, a
fishing demonstration area, dive team exhibit-
ing & more. 8 pm -- campfire & entertainment.
8:45 pm   Movie on the beach – “The Goonies” 

Estabrook Recreation Center
4125 Fulton Rd.
216-664-4149

Mon. - Sat.  Pool, gym, outdoor sports. Pick up
schedule at desk in front of Rec Center.

Rocky River Nature Center
Rocky River Reservation  24000 Valley
Pkwy.,  North Olmsted   440-734-6660

Monarch Tagging - Thurs., Aug. 13  10 - 11
am & Fri., Aug. 14,  1 - 2 pm; free.  Lewis Rd.
Riding Ring parking lot. Learn how to help
track monarchs as they pass through on their
journey to Mexico for winter.  Naturalist Min
Keung will also teach participants how to tag
monarch butterflies. In case of rain, program
will be cancelled. Registration required; to
register, call 440-734-6660 for more info.  
.          

Cleveland Museum of Art
11150 East Blvd.  216-421-7340

New East Wing opened Jun. 20th! Hours:
Tues, Thurs, Sat, Sun. 10 am. - 5 pm. Wed. &
Fri., 10 am - 9 pm. Closed Mon.

Cleveland Museum of Natural History 
1 Wade Oval Dr.   216-231-4600

www.cmnh.org
Museum - Mon. – Sat., 10 am – 5 pm; Wed. to
10 pm; Sun., noon – 5 pm.  $9, adults; $7, ages
7-18, college students with IDs & seniors 60
yrs. or older; $6, children ages 3-6;  free for age
2 & under.  Wed. evening admission,  $5 after
5 pm;  Tues. & Thurs., 3-5 pm,  children 12 &
under  admitted free.  (Check out the new, life-
sized cast of a T. Rex dinosaur skeleton while
there!)

Planetarium Children's Program: What is a
Planet? Aug.  Mon - Fri, 11:30 am. Sat, 11:30
am & 3 pm.  Sun, 1:15 & 3 pm. Members:
Free, nonmembers $4.  

Planetarium Program: Poor Pluto - Aug.
Mon – Fri, 2:30 pm. Wed, 8 pm. Sat, 10:30 am,
12:30, 2 & 4 pm. Sun, 12:30, 2 & 4 pm.
Astronomers have "declassified" Pluto as an
official planet. Find out why, & explore the
outer reaches of the solar system where dozens
of fair-sized icy bodies roam. Members: Free; 
Non-members, $4.

Cleveland Public Library, Brooklyn 
3706 Pearl Rd.   216-623-6920

Play and Learn! – Every Fri., 10-11 am.  Join
other caregivers & toddlers; have fun with a
variety of books & learning toys.

Preschool Story Time – Every Fri., 11–11:30
am.. Stories & songs for children ages 3-5. Call
for specific program requests or more info. 

Cleveland Public Library, South Brooklyn
4303 Pearl Rd.   216-623-7067

Preschool Storytime - Every Tues., 1:30 pm.
Interactive stories, rhymes, songs & other
activities for children ages 3-5. Call to register.

Toddler Time - Every  Tues., 10:30 - 11:30
am. Interactive stories, rhymes, songs & other
activities for children ages 1-2. Call to register.

Play and Learn - Every Fri., 11- 12 pm. Join
other caregivers & toddlers. Have fun with a
variety of books & learning toys & make new
friends.  Call to register.

Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds
164 Eastland Rd, Berea,

113th Cuyahoga County Fair, Monday,
August 10th - Sunday,August,16th; 117 acres
of family fun. General admission, $5.95; Kids’
Day, Thurs., $2; Individual rides, $1 each;  all-
day ride wrist band, $12. Special ride band
price Thurs.  , $2  for kids 3 - 16 yrs.  100 food
stations; thousands of animals & exhibits; har-
ness racing, MotoCross; arts & crafts; fire-
works; Junior Fair; tribute concerts; hall of
flowers; square dancers; petting zoo; haunted
house; unicyclist thrill shows; down home
music; world’s largest demolition derby.  New
this year - homemade beer. Mon., opens at 5 -
till 11 pm. Tues., Wed., Fri., Sat. - noon - 11
pm. Thurs., 10 am - 11 pm; Sun., noon - 10 pm.
Free parking.

Cuyahoga Valley National Park
Visitor Information 216-524-1497 

www.nps.gov/CUVA
Start your visit to the Cuyahoga Valley
National Park at one of these facilities. Meet
staff, get questions answered. Learn about
scheduled events & places to visit. Pick up rel-
evant brochures, maps & passport stamps. 
Hours for these parks, daily, 10 am - 4 pm:
Happy Days Lodge, 500 West Streetsboro Rd
(SR 303), Peninsula 330-657-2909, ext. 119;
Boston Store Visit,or Center - 1548 Boston
Mills Rd, east of Riverview Rd, Peninsula;
Canal Visitor Center - 7104 Canal Rd, inter-
section of Canal & Hillside Rds, Valley View;
Frazee House - 7733 Canal Rd, 4 miles south
of Rockside Rd, Valley View;
Hunt Farm Visitor Information Center -
2054 Bolanz Rd, between Riverview & Akron
Peninsula Rds, Peninsula. 

***
NPS Park Headquarters - 15610 Vaughn Rd,
intersection of Vaughn & Riverview Rds,
Brecksville. Year-round: Mon. through Fri., 8
am. - 4:30 pm.
Peninsula Depot Visitor Center - 1630 Mill
Street, off Akron Peninsula Rd, north of SR
303, Peninsula.  Mon. & Tues., 10 am. - 4 pm.;
Wed. - Sun.,  9 am. - 7 pm.

Grand Pacific Junction 
Mill St & Columbia Rd., Olmsted Falls

440-235-9277
. Heritage Days “Best of the West” - Thurs.,
Aug 20 - Sun., Aug 23rd. Thurs. - kick-off
parade, 6:30 pm. Music, art & craft show, city
wide garage sale. Fri., -  Kids Day.  Sat. & Sun.
- Cowboys & Indians put on various shows
throughout the day. Lots of family fun & enter-
tainment; free. Food vendors. Call 440-427-
0094 or  more info.

Great Lakes Science Center
601 Erieside Ave.  216-694-2000

www.GreatScience.com
Steamship William G. Mather Museum -
Working Great Lakes freighter; restored.
1925-built Mather from stem to stern huge
cargo holds, brass & oak pilot house, elegant
guest quarters, & four-story engine room.
August hours, Mon- - Sun., 10 am - 5 pm. 
Einstein:  The Exhibition; Now thru Sun.,
Sept. 2nd,  Mon. - Sun., 10 am - 5 pm.
Fascinating exhibition explores Albert
Einstein, a scientific genius who reconfigured
humanity’s concepts of space & time & as a
complex man actively engaged in the social &
political issues of his day.  Tickets  - $5.50 -
$17.95.  Free admission for members.

Hale Farm & Village 
2686 Oak Hill Rd, Bath, Oh
330-666-3711  www.wrhs.org

Civil War Encampment - Sat. & Sun., Aug.
8th & 9th, 10 am - 5 pm. Music from the
Drums of August; Re-enactors - tents,
Abraham Lincoln historical interpreter,  re-cre-
ated Civil War battle. Regular admission; no
reservations necessary. Special 2-Day War
Pass available at discounted rate.  
Garden Party - Aug., 28 & 29. Explore gar-
dens, visit the gardener & party on the Green.

International Women’s Air & Space Museum
1501 North Marginal Rd.  Burke
Lakefront Airport 216-623-1113

www.iwasm.org
Flight To Fame: The Life & Legacy of
Amelia Earhart, now thru Sept. 14, 10 am - 4
pm; free. Parking -  $6 in municipal parking
lot. Exhibit located throughout lobby & west
concourse.

Lake Erie Nature &  Science Center
28728 Wolf Rd. Bay Village  440-871-2900

www.lensc.org
Monthly SkyQuest Planetarium Show  -
Every Sat., 2 pm; 1st & 3rd Sat. also at 8 pm.
Free Telescope viewing follows  8 pm shows,
weather permitting.  Fee: 2 pm - $2/person; 8
pm - $3/person. August: Say Goodbye to
Saturn's Rings. Saturn is getting lower in the
sky each day.  Find out about the summer sky
& Saturn’s rings this month.

University Circle Inc.
Wade Oval Wednesdays at University
Circle.Free concerts now thru August 26th.
See listing in News & Events section of OBN
for detailed info. 

The FEST
Sun, Aug. 9th, 28700 Euclid Ave., Wickliffe
(on the grounds of the former Borromeo
Seminary);    Free, one day Catholic family fes-
tival. 2009 theme is Love Life-- in all its forms.
Games for kids, vendors, informational booths,
food.   Sacrament of Reconciliation, 3 - 7 pm.
Live music, 3 - 8 pm; schedule  is still tentative
& subject to change -- 1 pm, Nicole C. Mullen;
2:30 pm,  Matthew West; 4 pm, Brandon Heath;
5:30  pm, Real Music Winner  'Like Jonathan';
6:30 pm, Jars of Clay.  8:30 - 10 pm, Catholic
Mass, followed by huge fireworks display.
Open to all. Call for more info,  to be added to
the mailing list, volunteer to help and/or learn
about being a vendor/sponsor.  Complete sched-
ule of day’s events on  website, www.thefest.us..

Movie Night under the Stars
Brookside Reservation, Fri., Aug. 14th, 8 pm;
no rain date; “Finding Nemo”. Call Lori,
216-459-1000, for more info. 

Art House
3119 Denison Ave., 216-398-8556 

www.arthouseinc.org.
Open House/Community Day,  Sat., Aug. 15th,
1 - 4 pm. Entertainment, food & activities for
the neighborhood & their families. Activities
showcase wide variety of art projects, includ-
ing a ceramic wheel throwing demo, chalk art
& rattle-making. 

Cain Park 
Superior & Lee Rd, Cleveland Hts.

216-371-3000  cainpark.com 
Free Family Fundays - The Singing

Angels, Sun., Aug 2nd, 4pm, Evans
Amphitheater; free; 
Free Family Fundays - Billy Jonas, Sun.,
Aug. 9, 4pm; Evans Amphitheater.  free.
Percussion-based music using found objects &
traditional instruments in a neo-tribal interac-
tivehootenanny shaped by the audience; acces-
sible to all ages & backgrounds. 

Ohio & Erie Canal Reservation
CanalWay Center, E. 49th St. 

between Grant Ave & Canal Rd.  
216-206-1000

CanalWay Center 10th Anniversary
Concert - Fri., Aug. 28, 8 pm; Crookneck
Chandler and the Tibbee Bottom Boys. Check
them out beforehand at www.gohank.com
Free; bring a blanket or lawnchair; will move
indoors in inclement weather.

Children’s Museum of Cleveland
10730 Euclid Ave.   216-791-5437

www.clevelandchildrensmuseum.org
Enter to win a family four-pack of general
admission tickets to 2009 Cleveland National
Air Show, presented by Discount Drug Mart.
Enter at the Museum now through Aug. 23rd;
No purchase necessary.

Summer Discovery Camps 2009 - Blast Off!
(session 2) - Aug., 3rd - 7th; Be a Builder -
Aug. 10th - 14th. One week each, Mon - Fri., 9
am - noon. Optional lunch/bunch session avail-
able noon - 2 pm.  Ages 4 - 6 years. All camps
feature themed art & discovery  activities, out-
door explorations, free playtime in  exhibit
gallery & snack time. Cost - $99 per child/
camp for Children’s Museum members; $115
for non-members. Call 216-791-7114 or visit
website for more info.

Cleveland Metroparks 
Walking Works Program

August through October, hike at least 8 of 13
designated trails on your own.   After complet-
ing each walk, date  Walking Works form.
Complete 8 walks & return  form to Cleveland
Metroparks to receive this year's Walking
Works shield. Display shield on your own
walking stick or purchase a Walking Works
walking stick at any EarthWords Nature Shop.
Also naturalist-led hikes along some designat-
ed trails  August through October.  Register to
receive monthly Walking Works E-letter with
walking tips & special EarthWords Nature
Shop offers. Email walkingworks@cleveland-
metroparks.com or call 216-635-3204 with
name, address & email address. 

Cleveland Metroparks Garfield Park
Nature Center 11350 Broadway Ave.

216-341-3152 
Bug City - Sat., Aug. 8th, 11 am - 4:30 pm.
Free!  All ages. ArtDistrict - Professor Anson
Pantz of the KalamazooNatureCenter &
'buggy' music with Gary Lee.   B&B Areas -
Butterfly & bee exhibits, including live &
mounted butterflies & bees & honey tasting.
Buggywood -  Bug bingo & puppet show mati-
nee.  Bug House - Bug exhibits (live & mount-
ed) from Ohio to Africa. Bug SafariLand -
Great bug hunt, ant trail & Mealworm 500,
where kids cheer their mealworm onto the race
finish lines.  Culinary Bugstitute - Bug cook-
ing demonstrations & bug recipes with Chef
Gene White (this year's featured collector's
pin);  samples.  Learn to identify each bug.   ·
Garden District - Gardening to attract certain
bugs with OSU Master Gardeners; Jungle
Bob's collection of live and mounted bugs;
children's crafts.  · Predator Alley - Bug city,
meet "Vern the Frog," play the frog game; live
animals provided by Lake Erie Nature &
Science Center.  Bug City's "Bug Express"
train -  $1/person.

Expires
8-31-09

#800

$4.00 OFF YOUR NEXT CAR WASH

Speed Exterminating
John G. Young - 4th Generation

4141 Pearl Road
1 Block North of Broadview Rd.

216-351-2106S a v eS a v e
10% OFF a One Time Initial Service or

10% OFF any Retail Purchase

Stop Ants - Bees - Spiders
And Enjoy Your Summer! 
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LUTHERAN

Our Lady of Good Counsel Church
4423 Pearl Rd.  Phone: 216-749-2323
Pastor: Fr. LeRoy J. Moreeuw, C.PP.S.
Masses: Sat. 4:30 pm;  Sun., 8:30 & 11am
Weekday Masses: Mon.-Sat., 8 am
School Phone: 216-741-3685

Church of St. Leo The Great
4940 Broadview Rd.
Phone: 216-661-1006
Pastor: Fr. Russ Lowe
Masses: Sat., 4 pm. Sun., 8  am, 10 am & 12 noon

Saint Barbara Church
1505 Denison Ave.
Phone: 216-741-2067
Administrator: Fr. Lucjan Stokowski
Masses: Sat., 4:30 pm; 
Sun., 9 am, 11am (Polish)

Corpus Christi Church
5204 Northcliff Ave., 
Phone: 216-351-8738
Pastor: Fr. Russell Lowe   
Masses:  Sat., 4:30 pm; Sun., 10 am.
Weekday Mass: Mon. & Wed., 9 am. 

ROMAN CATHOLIC 

BAPTIST

ANGLICAN

CHARISMATIC

EVANGELICAL

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Circle of Inner Light Spiritual Community
4815 Broadview Rd. Swedenborg Chapel.
216-398-7743. Ministers, Rev. Virginia Collins
Spiritualist services, prayer & healing circle, study
classes, ceremonies (marriage, memorial, etc.) Life
coaching, Yoga. www.circleofinnerlight.com
LTeacherforlife@aol.com

Institute Of Divine Metaphysical Research
4150 Pearl Rd.  Free Public Lectures.  

UNITED METHODIST

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Sponsored by the GREATER BROOKLYN MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION. If your Church would like to be included in this ad or changes in this ad are desired, PLEASE CALL (44O)845-5128

PRESBYTERIAN

Broadview Baptist Church
4505 Broadview  Rd. Over 80 yrs. of  worship 
Pastor: Rev. Brent Richards, 
Asst. Pastor: Dr. John Wood
Phone. 216-351-8414 or 216-431-3515
Sun. School: 9:45 am. Sun. Worship: 11 am
Wednesday Night Bible Study: 7 pm
http://broadview-baptist-church.org
website: broadview-baptist-church.org

Westside Anglican Fellowship
2607 Archwood Ave. (Worship Brooklyn Memorial UMC)
Father David Smith, Jr. Holy communion,
Sun., 5 pm. Coffee fellowship following serv-
ice. 440-871-6201 (St. Barnabas office)
ww.clevelandAnglican.com

Bethel Free Will Baptist Church
3354 Fulton  Rd.  Phone:  216-631-9199
Rev. Freddie Ray, 216-355-2137
Sunday School: 9:30 am Service: 10:30 am
Sunday evening service: 6 pm
Thursday evening Bible Study, 7 pm
Good gospel singing & preaching

Harmony Baptist Church
4020 Ridge Rd., Brooklyn
Pastor: David Wojnarowski
Phone. 216-351-3740
Sunday Worship: 11am & 6 pm.
Sunday School: 9:45 am; Wed. Prayer 7 pm

Grace Church
Sunday Worship: 10:00 am. (Cafe Oasis following)

Brooklyn Memorial UMC
2607 Archwood Ave. Phone: 216-459-1450
Pastor: Rev. Pamela Buzalka
Sun. Worship: 10:45 am. Sun. school 10 am
Tues., Weekday wonders bible study, 11 am.
Everyone welcome!

Pearl Rd. United Methodist Church
4200 Pearl Rd.  Phone: 216-661-5642
Pastor: Rev. Paul Wilson
Sunday Worship & Sunday School: 10 am
Adult Study & Coffee Hour: 11 am
Free hunger meal Thursdays: 6 pm
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/pearl-road-umc

Swedenborg Chapel 
A New Christianity 4815 Broadview Rd,
Phone: 216-351-8093
Pastor: Rev. Junchol Lee
Sunday Worship: 11am 
Adult Bible (non-denominational): Sun.,10 am
Non-Denomination Weddings- 216-351-8093
A Warm Welcome Awaits You.

SWENDENBORGIAN

Our Churches Welcome You

St. Mary’s Church
Corner Broadview & Wexford, Parma
Pastor: Rev. Roman Misiewicz
Phone: 216-741-8154
Sunday Masses: 9 am English, 11 am Polish
Sunday School: 10:00 am

POLISH NAT’L CATHOLIC

Archwood U.C.C.
2800 Archwood Ave. Phone: 216-351-1060
Rev. Stephen Adams, Interim Pastor 
Sunday: 11 am (ASL Interpreted) Nursery
provided ages 1-5. Children's Sunday school
11:15 am Multicultural Open & Affirming.
www.archwooducc.org

Brooklyn Heights U.C.C.
Rev. Dr. Lee Holliday 
2005 W. Schaaf Rd.  Phone: 216-741-2280
Nursery with adult supervision 
Sunday Worship & Church School: 10 am

 Brooklyn Trinity U.C.C.
8720 Memphis Ave: Phone: 216-661-0227
Pastor: Rev. Robert Z. Lahr
Sunday School & Worship: 10:30 am

St. Luke’s U.C.C.
4216 Pearl Rd. (corner Memphis Ave.)
Phone: 216-351-4422
Pastor: Gerald Madasz
Saturday Evening service 5 pm
Sunday Worship: 10:15 am

BYZANTINE CATHOLIC

St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Church
4600 State Rd.   Phone: 216-741-7979
Pastor: Very Rev. Steven Koplinka
Father Deacon: Joseph Hnat, 216-233-4118.
Divine Liturgies: Sat. Vigil, 4 pm.; Sunday,
11 am; Holy days, 9 am. Crystal Chalet
Phone: 216-749-4504
School #: 216-749-7980 Pre-School #: 216-351-8121

Good News Ministires Church
3705 West 36th. (W. 36th & Mapledale Ave.)
Phone:216-398-4913
Pastor: Ernie Green. 
Sunday Worship, 11 am
TV - Tues. 6:30 pm. Ch.21- 9 pm Ch. 26.
Fri. 6:30 pm, Ch 21 Time Warner Channel.

Brooklyn Presbyterian Church (USA)
4308 Pearl Rd. at Spokane Ave. 
Phone: 216-741-8331     Rev. Adrienne Lloyd
Sun. Worship: 10:30 am. Sun. school 10:15 am
Parking at Busch Funeral Home 

Dr. Martin Luther Ev. Lutheran Church
4470 Ridge Rd. Phone: 216-749-5585
Pastor David W. Bennett. Sunday worship,
Traditional service 9 am. Praise service
10:30 am. Sunday school, 10:30 am.
www.LutheranOnline.com/DMLChurch.

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church E.L.C.A.
5801 Memphis Ave.  Phone: 216-741-8230
Sunday Worship & Sunday School: 10 am.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Scranton & Seymour Ave. Phone: 216-781-9511
Pastor: Rev. Horst Hoyer & Rev. John Hoyer
German Worship: Sun. 9 am. English 10:30 am

Parma Evangelical Lutheran Church
5280 Broadview Rd. (North & Tuxedo Ave.)
Phone: 351-6376 Pastor: Donald E. Frantz II
Sunday Worship 10:20 am Sat. 5:15 pm. 
Sunday School: 9 - 10 am. Coffee, 8:30 

St. James Lutheran Church
4771 Broadview Rd.  Phone: 216-351-6499
Pastor: Paul W. Hoffman
Sunday Worship: 8 & 10:30 am / Sat. Serv: 5 pm. 
Sunday School & Bible Class: 9:15 am
Website: stjamescleve.com  

St. Marks Lutheran Church
4464 Pearl Rd.  Phone:   216-749-3545
Pastor: Richard E. Kurth
Sunday Worship: 10:15 am,  Sat. - 5 pm.
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study, 9 am
Elementary School: grades K - 8

Unity Lutheran Church
4542 Pearl Rd. - Phone: 216-741-2085
Rev. Peeter Pirn -  Worship Service: 9:30 am
Sunday School & Adult Study: 11am
Preschool/Day Care 3-12 yrs. www.unity-
lutheran.org

Phone: 216-398-6990  www.idmr.net 
Sun.: 11 am - 1 pm, Mon. & Wed.: 7-9 pm.  
All invited & encouraged to attend!

Kingdom Come Church Minsistry
2136 Broadview Rd. Phone: 216-526-5258
Pastor: Ronald D. Roy Sr. 216-269-6931
Sunday worship: 11 am.  Bible study, Thurs. 
7 pm. Experiencing god in His House
kcchurchministry.com

Palace of Praise
4274 Pearl Rd. Phone: 216-741-9322
Pastor: Rev. Joseph Terry
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am 
Wednesday Service: 7 pmMiracle Service:
Friday, 7 pm

SENIOR NOTES CHURCH NOTES
Senior Citizen Resources (SCR)

(Must be 60 and over ) 216-749-5367

Bocce Ball - Tues., 8:30 am, Estabrook.

Book Club - Call 216-749-5367 to register.

Chair Exercise - Tues., Wed., Thurs., 11:30
am, Estabrook. 

Chair Volleyball - Mon., 10:45 am,
Deaconess-Krafft; Wed., 10:30 am; Thurs.,
10:30 am, Estabrook.

Craft Classes  - Tues. & Thurs. 9:30 - 11:30 am,
Deaconess-Krafft.

Crochet Klatch - Tues., 9:30 - 11:30 am,
Estabrook. 

MetroHealth Lite & Easy Exercise -
Mon., Wed. & Fri., 9:30 - 10:30 am. Light
exercise class with a certified fitness
instructor; $2 per class; Estabrook.

“SCR Strollers” - Walking group, Tues., 10
am; meet at Estabrook.

Corn Hole - Tues., 9:45 am, Estabrook.

Wii Games - Fri., 11 am, Deaconess-Krafft.

Fun & Games
Canasta - Mon. & Wed., 12:30 pm,
Deaconess- Krafft.

Fruit Bingo - Mon., 11:30 am, Estabrook; Wed.,
10:30 am, Deaconess-Krafft.

Snack Bingo - Fri., 11:30 am, Estabrook.

Horse Racing for Fun - Fri., 10:30 am,
Deaconess Krafft; Mon., 11am, Estabrook.

Pinochle Playing - Tues. & Fri., 12:15 pm,
Deaconess-Krafft.

Line Dancing - Tues., 1 pm, Deaconess-
Krafft.

Healthy Living Group - Fri., 11:15 am,
Estabrook. 

Healthy Choices - Thurs., 11 am, Deaconess-
Krafft. 

Thursday, August 6th
Kielbasa & Sauerkraut Dinner - 4- 6:30 pm,
Deaconess-Krafft.  Cost,  $7.

Friday, August 7th
Picnic at Huntington Beach - Cost, $4.

For more info on following trips call, 
216-749-5367

Thursday, August 6th
Perry Como Tribute at Carrie Cerino’s -
Cost,  $43. 

Wednesday, August 19th
Cape Cod in the Midwest-Day trip to
Vermillion - Cost, $67. 

Monday, August 24th
Great Lakes Science Center - Cost, $18.

Friday, August 21st
Seniors Beat the Heat - enjoy a free screen-
ing of Tootsie at the Palace Theater, 1615
Euclid Ave., 1 pm. Presented by Cuyahoga
County Commissioners in cooperation with
Playhouse Square Association, Departments
of Development and Senior & Adult Services.
To order tickets call 216-420-6848 or 216-
443-8158 by Aug. 14th. 

MetroHealth’s/Macy’s Oasis Program
Macy’s, 8001 W. Ridgewood Dr., Parma, 440-886-
1157. Weekday classes in many topics -- history,
computers, health, art, music & more.  Open to indi-
viduals 50 years & older.  Must be member to take
classes; membership is free; most courses have a
fee. Read class schedule & register online at
www.oasisnet. org/cleveland;  mail & in-person reg-
istration, too.  Also sponsored by Mature Services.

Senior Living Guide
Provides professionals & consumers with
comprehensive & current information about
long term care resources & facilities.
Distributed quarterly. For a free copy,
stop in at Old Brooklyn CDC, 3344
Broadview Rd.

Fri., July 31st, Sat. & Sun. August 1st & 2nd
St. Leo The Great Festival 

St. Leo The Great Church grounds, 4940
Broadview Rd. Fri., 6 pm - midnight; Sat., 5
pm - midnight; Sun., 1 - 8 pm.  Casino all 3
nights, kiddie games, door prizes, entertain-
ment, food, live music. $5,000 grand prize raf-
fle drawing Sunday night.    

Wednesday, August 5th
"The Liberated Wailing Wall," 

St. James Lutheran Church, 4771 Broadview
Rd., 7 pm. Musical team from “Jews for Jesus”
will share their Jewish heritage through music
& testimonials. Freewill offering will be taken;
CDs of music for sale.  Everyone invited!

Wednesday, August 5th & 9th
Senior Meetings

St. James Lutheran Church, 4771 Broadview
Rd., upstairs, noon. Aug. 5th, bring a bag lunch;
beverages provided with a presentation of "Stone
Soup for Seniors.".  Aug. 19th, free lunch; play
Mexican Train afterwards. All seniors  invited. 

Tuesday, August 25th 
Widows & Widowers

St. James Lutheran Church, 4771 Broadview
Rd., noon.  Luncheon and support. Veal parme-
san, vegetable medley & more; discussion
afterwards. Cost, $3 per person. Contact church
office, 216-351-6499, to register. 

Wednesday, August 26th
Presque Isle Downs & Casino

Depart Our Lady of Good Counsel Church,
4429 Pearl Rd., back parking lot, 8 am.; return
approx. 6:30 pm. $29 per person; receive $20
slot play. Bring photo ID. Over 2000 slots, 5
hours of gambling.  Call Julia, 216-351-9970.

Sunday, September 20th
"Family Fun Day"

St. Mary's Crystal Chalet, 3600 Biddulph Ave.
(corner of State & Biddulph). Sponsored by St.
Mary's Byzantine Catholic Church, noon - 5
pm. Italian sausage sandwiches, hot dogs,
hamburgers, cabbage & noodles, pirohi,
stuffed cabbages, desserts, coffee, tea, soft
drinks & beer at very reasonable a-la-carte
prices. Limited number of stuffed cabbage din-

2503 Broadview Rd. & W. 28th St. 
Phone: 216-661-821  cont’d
cont’d
Email: Grace.Church@graceoldbrooklyn.org
Pastor: Jeff Doeringer & Charlie Collier

As I see it...
by 

Pastor Jerry
You may be familiar with a biblical

lesson where King David lusts after an
attractive, married woman named
Bathsheba.  The story addresses tempta-
tion, sin and conscience.  Recently, in
preparing a sermon about this text, I was
reminded of a story of a mother helping her
son with spelling words.  They came to the
words “conscious” and “conscience.”  She
asked, “Do you know the difference
between these two words?”  Sure,” he
replied.  “Conscious is when you’re aware
of something, and conscience is when you
wish you weren’t!”

A conscience is like a sharp, square
peg in our heart.  When we’re confronted
by a situation calling for a right or wrong
decision, the square begins to turn.  The
corners begin to cut slowly into our heart,
warning us with an inward “knowing” that
we are facing a situation in which we must
make a choice against evil for good.

If the conscience to choose good over
evil is ignored over time, the sharp corners
gradually wear down and the square
becomes a circle that twists and turns at
will.  When the smooth circle turns within
our hearts, the inner sensation of warning
is gone.  In effect, we’re left without a con-
science.

A sound conscience is truly a gift
from God.  Heed its warning signals early
to avoid much pain and heartache. 

Jerry Madasz is the pastor of 
St. Luke’s United Church of Christ 

4216 Pearl Rd. 
(at the corner of Pearl & Memphis)

ners (two stuffed cabbages, mashed potatoes,
vegetable, dessert & beverage) available for $7
each. "Take Outs" OK on all food items.
Several "free" activities, inc. adult & kiddie
cornhole toss", fun for kids & Magician "Brad
the Great".  "Stingrays"  performing for listen-
ing & dancing. Tickets  on sale for raffle with
cash prizes. Call church/school office, 216-
749-7980 for more info. 
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OLD TYME RESTORATION. Home
remodel & rehab. Commercial storefront.
Cabinet installation. Painting, masonry, roof-
ing, locks changed, plumbing & electrical.
Free chimney inspection. Chimney relining.
No Job too small! 216-318-0006.

JOES COMPLETE HOME CARE - sewer &
foundation work, siding, windows, doors, roof-
ing, interior & exterior painting. All general
repairs & demolition. 20 yrs. experience, satis-
fation guaranteed. Call Joe at 440-342-0944.

INSURANCEINSURANCE
NATIONWIDE INSURANCE is now offer-
ing Auto, Home, Life, & Business insurance 
policies as low as $35 a month. Call a local
agent at 216-351-5700 today!!! 

LANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPING
DESIGNED LANDSCAPING BY OSH.
Most of your needs. Light tree work, shrubs,
mulch & topsoil, edging, low voltage lighting,
garden ponds, patios. Spring clean-up. Home
216-398-9868. Business, 216-402-2861 Senior
discounts.

HEDGEMAN TRIMMING SERVICES. For
all your trimming needs. We provide the follow-
ing services. Free estimates, hedgetrimming,
weeding, mulching, light landscaping, low cost.
For spring clean-up call Joe at 216-906-1963.

JOHN’S LAWN SERVICE. Lawn mowing &
trimming. General yard maintenance. No con-
tracts necessary. Very reasonable rates with
reliable service. Free estimates. Call John
440-888-4842.

OLD BROOKLYN LANDSCAPING
Serving Old Brooklyn for over 35 yrs. Spring
clean-up, lawn maintenance, dethatching &
aeration, shrub removal & installation, hedge
trimming. Call Chuck at 216-661-6013.

MAIDS MAIDS AND SERAND SERVICESVICES
MAID YOUR WAY - Whole house cleaning.
From ceiling to baseboards. Move outs, move
ins.. Weekly, bi-monthly, monthly. Baths, tub
& tile, kitchens. Green cleaning products.
Senior discounts. Call Joy 216-398-6432.

APPLIANCE REPAPPLIANCE REPAIRAIR
METRO APPLIANCE REPAIR. Low serv-
ice charge, senior discounts all work guaran-
teed. Washers, dryers, ranges, refrigerators &
dishwashers. Call 216-741-4334.

AUTAUTO REPO REPAIRAIR
PARKWAY AUTOMOTIVE 4129 Pearl Rd.
at Henninger. Come see Earl now on Pearl.
216-741-0750.

CONCRETE CONCRETE WORKWORK
L. A. YURKO CEMENT CONTRACTOR
Since 1963.  All types of concrete work - brick &
block - waterproofing. Excavating - Building addi-
tions & alterations. Call Larry at 216-398-7616.

DEMOLITION/HAULINGDEMOLITION/HAULING
HAULING. ALL TYPES. Garage
Demolition.  Call Richard’s, 216-661-7608.

HAULING - Real Estate Rental & Rehab-
ing Services. Call Tony 216-372-1241.

DESIGN- SPECDESIGN- SPEC
RESIDENTIAL DRAFTING - Energy
Calucaltions. (“RES’-check) Building Code
Consultations-Home Inspections. Call 330-
687-1666 or email jstigalt@aol.com.

ELECTRICIANELECTRICIAN
ELECTRICIAN FOR HIRE – Trouble-shooter.
Install outlets, fixtures, fans, switches & panels.
Reasonable, licensed. Call Dale, 216-883-8934.

ELECTRICAL - UPGRADES - New circuits.
Violations corrected. Panel - Sub panels. EL12170.
Licensed, Bonded, Insured. Free estimates. Call
Bill Stanton at 216-398-5306 or 216-392-4276.

EXTERIOR MAINTENANCEEXTERIOR MAINTENANCE
JOE OLDJAJOE OLDJA

WIND & ICE DAMAGE. Repairs & rebuild
chimney, steps, roofs, gutters, siding. All types
of brick & stone work. Free estimates. Call
440-243-2134. No Sunday calls. 

HANDYMANHANDYMAN
HANDYMAN. Minor electrical & plumbing,
locks changed, concrete repairs, roof repair &
gutters, painting, drywall. Call Porter, 216-
326-9993, for free estimate.

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT
CUSTOM PAINTING & REMODELING
by John Zitiello Interior/ Exterior Painting

Affordable bathroom renovations/new con-
struction of basement bathrms Drywall instal-
lation/ Finishing  Roofing, layovers, tear offs  
Fully insured, bonded & licensed. Senior dis-
count. Call 216-324-JOHN (5646). 

PPAINTAINT & & ACCESSORIESACCESSORIES
ATTENTION Painting Contractors,
Building & Homeowners. Quality paint &
accessories. Large inventory as low as $5.99
per gallon. Name brand paint & hardware
closeouts. Wallpaper specials $2.99 a roll. 4199
Pearl Rd. @ Broadview. 216-661-7446.

PPAINTINGAINTING
MAKKOS PAINTING & DECORATING.
Interior and Exterior painting - ceiling and dry-
wall repairs - staining - ceiling texturing - faux
finishes - quality work guaranteed - free esti-
mates, insured. Call Jeff Makkos, 216-661-8234.

PLUMBINGPLUMBING
A1 AFFORDABLE PLUMBING. All plumb-
ing problems.  Water heaters, gas lines, sewers
& drains.  216-688-1288.

BEN FRANKLIN PLUMBING (Formerly
B. McDermott Plumbing Co.) 4th Generation
of Master Plumbers.  Bonded & insured.  All
phases of plumbing -- new, repair, alterations.
Call 216-741-5131. 

SOUTH HILLS HARDWARE. Complete
plumbing services. Hot water tanks installed.
Drains cleaned. 216-749-2121. 

TVTV SALES & SERSALES & SERVICEVICE
JOHN’S TV. 19” GE, $50; 25” RCA, $70; 46”
Magnavox, $500. Many more with warranties.
Service all makes & models. Free estimates.  Visa/
Mastercard. 216-351-9100.

TREE REMOVTREE REMOVALAL
TREE SERVICE. Cut down trees, stump
removal. Free estimates. Call Richard’s, 216-
661-7608.

WWAATERPROOFINGTERPROOFING
L. A. YURKO CEMENT CONTRACTOR
Since 1963.  Waterproofing - all types of con-
crete work - brick & block. Excavating -
Building additions & alterations. Call Larry at
216-398-7616.

SERVICE DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED

FOR RENTFOR RENT
3 BEDROOMS  UP - Old Brooklyn area,
appliances, street parking, no pets. $650 a
month plus deposit. Call 216-749-4710.

5 ROOMS UP & DOWN - Up includes
washer & dryer hook-up, off street parking.
$500 plus security. Down includes, garage,
washer & dryer. $550 plus security. Located on
quiet ally with back yard of the Zoo.
Immediate Occupancy. Call 216-459-1163.

FOR SALE FOR SALE 
GE ELECTRIC SELF CLEANING
RANGE - almond, excellent conditon, clean.
$112. Must pick up in Strongsville. Call
evenings after 5 pm. or leave message 440-
238-7181.

HELPHELP WWANTEDANTED
NOW HIRING: Companies desperately need
employees to assemble products at home. No
selling, any hours. $500 weekly potential. For
more info, call 1-985-646-1700, Dept. OH-6505.

WWANTEDANTED

CHIPPEWA LAKE & PRODUCERS
MILK ITEMS WANTED. Dinnerware, milk
bottles, uniforms, photographs, pins, buttons
or anything else. Call Don Workman, 216-661-
2608.

OLD FISHING TACKLE of all kind. Rods,
reels & lures, etc. Call Clarence, 216-749-
1016 or 216-407-6329.

TALENTED SINGERS - who love sharing
the gospel thru song. Join the Cleveland Metro
Chorus. Call Pam at 440-892-3876 for more
info.

216-351-0000216-351-0000
Free Estimates   Senior Discounts

Licensed � Bonded � Insured

Joe Gigante & Sons

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

 

 

 

MASONRY
BASEMENT REMODELING

LIGHT DEMOLITION 

WATERPROOFING
DRIVEWAYS

GARAGES
ROOM ADDITIONS

Emergency
Sewer Repair

TOTAL HOME RENOVATION

44 GGenerattiions oof GGiiganttes
iinn OOlldd BBrrooookkllyynn

Front row L - R: Tom, Mark, Joe, Max the dog, Andrea, Joey
Back row L -R: Anthony & Uncle George

“NOBODY BEATS
OUR PRICES”

Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers

Asphalt & Concrete
Roofing, Siding, Gutters, Windows

Kitchens & Baths
Porch Repair

216-397-6349
Financing Available

ALLIANZ BUILDERS, INC.
Free Estimates                  Senior Discounts

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR REMODELING

Decks * Porches * Garages * Windows
Drywalling * Painting * Plaster Repair

Kitchens * Bathrooms * Cabinets* Doors

GREG COOK             JOHN MARELLA
216-459-1163 216-749-3872

CLASSIFIED
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The Italian-American Summer Festival
was held at the Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds
in Berea the first weekend in June, but individ-
uals of that ethnic background, as well as any-
one else in Cleveland who enjoys good food
and good times, still has a lot to look forward
to in the next few months.  “The Feast” at Holy
Rosary Church, St. Rocco’s Festival,
Cleveland’s Italian Film Festival, and the
Columbus Day Parade are all still to come.

Little Italy’s 111th observance of the
Feast of the Assumption of Mary will start off
the lineup.  This year the four-day celebration
will begin at 6 p.m. on Thursday, August 13th,
when the carnival stands on the grounds of
Holy Rosary Church, 12021 Mayfield Rd.,
open.  The festivities will begin at the same
time on Friday, August 14th, but they’ll be
open until midnight on Friday (as opposed to
the 11 p.m. closing time on Thursday).

The actual religious feast is Saturday,
August 15th, and that day will begin with a
10 a.m. Mass at Holy Rosary Church, followed
by a procession through Little Italy. Carnival
stands will be open from noon to midnight that
day; in addition, the church will be serving
cavatelli dinners from noon to 3:30 p.m.  

There’ll be the usual weekend Mass
schedule on Saturday and Sunday, and on
August 16th, the carnival stands will again be
open from noon to midnight.  At 9:30 p.m.,
there’ll be a candlelight procession, as well as
fireworks and a performance by an Italian
band.  

In addition to being a religious obser-
vance, the Feast is also a celebration of Italian
ethnicity in one of Cleveland’s most unique
neighborhoods, so all of Mayfield Rd.’s busi-
nesses in Little Italy  will be part of the festiv-
ities, too.  Parking isn’t easy, but even non-
Italian Clevelanders should experience the
Feast at least once in their lives.

Closer to home, the Italian community at
St. Rocco Church, 3205 Fulton Rd., is planning
for its upcoming Labor Day Festival.
Particulars will appear in the September Old
Brooklyn News (OBN); if the past is any indi-
cator of the future, lots of flavorful food and a

greased-pole climbing contest will be part of
the weekend.

The Cleveland Italian Film Festival is
coming up again, too.  Last year it was held
from Sept. 18th to Oct. 2nd at the Cedar Lee
Theatre.

October is Italian-American Heritage
Month in Cleveland, and Cleveland’s 57th
Columbus Day parade on Monday, October
12th will be another big event in Little Italy.
While it won’t be as long as the Irish’s down-
town parade on St. Patrick’s Day, it will still
sport many floats, marching bands, political
figures and an Italian-American mother of the
year.  Again, the OBN will have details closer
to the event.

To recognize the rich contributions
Cleveland’s Italian community has made to the
diversity of our city, I’ve again racked my
brain for the attributes of yet another ethnic
group.  We only have room to get started with
a few of them this month, but they will be con-
tinued in our next issue. And so, although I
don’t have a drop of Italian blood in my  veins,
I have the courage to propose that, 

You’re so Italian if…
z “la famiglia” (the family) is of prime

importance to you, and well-prepared food is a
close second; thus, the first word you spoke
was “Mamma” and the second word was
“mangia”;
z in addition to calling your mother

“Mamma”, you call your father “Pappa”; your
grandmother, “Nonna”; your grandfather,
“Nonno”; your aunt, “Zia”; and your uncle,
“Zio”; 
z the surnames in your family end in the

vowels – a, e, i and o;
z your aunts have names like Annunziata,

Carla, Carmella, Caterina, Concetta, Filomena,
Francesca, Gina, Grazia/Grace,
Josephine/Josie, Lisa, Maria, Mona, Rosa,
Theresa and Zita;
z your uncles have names like Angelo,

Antonio/Anthony/Tony, Biagio/William,
Bruno, Constantino, Dominic, Filippo/Philip,
Gino, Giovanni/John, Julius,
Giuseppe/Joseph/Joe, Luigi, Mario, Natalino,
Paulo/Paul, Riccardo/Richard, Salvatore,
Samuele/Sam, Vincenzo/Vince and Vito; 

Tune in for many more “ifs” next month!

by Lynette Filips
lynettef@oldbrooklyn.com

End of summer Italian - American activities 


