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Old Brooklyn Community Development Corporation and area

merchants are sponsoring an 
Old Brooklyn and Brooklyn Centre lighting contest 

for residents and businesses.
If you would like to have your home judged for best decorations of 2009, 

the process is simple: complete the application on page 6 and mail it to:

OBCDC, 3344 Broadview Rd., Cleveland, OH 44109;  fax : 216-459-1741, or 

email: sandyw@oldbrooklyn.com

Submissions must be returned by 

Friday December 18th, 5:00 p.m. 

Judging will take place Monday, December 21st.

Prize will be given for best decorated.

OBCDC Holiday lighting contest

To celebrate the 25th anniversary of the “Christmas Story” movie, James Barilla of The

Trading Post Train Shop, 4384 Pearl Rd., has the new The Lionel Christmas Story train set,

Red Ryder B-B gun and leg lamps for sale. 

Photo by George Shuba

PearlWind turbine finally whirling 

by Sheila Quealy-Walter
and Nora Q. Owens

We’ve seen one whirling in front of the

Great Lakes Science Center in downtown

Cleveland, perhaps we’ve seen one whirling on

a farm while travelling in urban areas of our

state, and now, at last, we see one whirling in

Old Brooklyn.  

The wind turbine may very well be the

energy solution of the future, and Pearl Road

Auto Wrecking/Pearl Road Auto Parts, 5000

Pearl Rd. is the first business to install one in

Cleveland, and one of the

first in the world to be

installed on an urban set-

ting.

In June, the Old

Brooklyn News (OBN)

reported the groundbreak-

ing for this project.

Close to I-480 and the

intersection of Brookpark

Rd., the fourth generation

business is located on 4.7

acres. Myron Kaplan

owns the business; two of

his three sons, Jon and

Kevin, are officers of the

organization. (Myron’s

other son, Michael, owns

the Glass Bubble, a glass

blowing studio on W. 25th

St.)

It was Jon Kaplan

who spearheaded the

wind turbine project.

Initially looking to the

economics of operating a

business even more than

to ecological issues, Jon

viewed the installation of

a wind turbine as a way to

ensure fixed costs for

electricity. 

Jon said that in just

eighteen days of operations, the wind tur-

bine has produced over 3.5 megawatt hours

of electricity.  What makes that even more

amazing is that some of those eighteen days

were without wind, which means that the

turbine’s wings did not spin and thus it did

not generate any power on those days. 

The Vestas V-20 remanufactured wind

turbine sits atop a 140-foot tower; the tur-

bine’s wing span is 60 feet.  That compares

to the turbine at the Science Center which

sits on a 100-foot tower, and has an 81 foot

wing span.

Donald L. Geitz & Associates was the

architect for the Pearl Road project; Alber &

Rice, Inc., the engineering firm; Great Lakes

Construction Co., the construction contrac-

tor; Affiliated Metal Industries Inc., the steel

fabricator; and The Job Shop, the electrical

contractor. 

Pearl Road’s  wind turbine is expected

to  generate nearly 100 percent of their elec-

tricity needs, or approximately 128 kwh of

electricity each year.  If it produces more

power than Pearl can use, they can sell it to

the Illuminating

Company annually. 

Because almost 90% of

the electricity in north-

east Ohio is produced by

burning coal, a wind tur-

bine also helps to lower

the carbon footprint here.

That’s a good thing,

because carbon dioxide

emissions contribute to

global warming and cli-

mate change.                   

Pearl Road Auto

Wrecking/Pearl Road Auto

Parts received a partial

grant for erecting the

wind turbine from an

Advanced Energy Fund

Program of the Ohio

Department of

Development’s Ohio

Energy Office.  The

Kaplans hope to have

their investment returned

within eight years. 

The wind turbine says

PearlWind on it because

that is the name of anoth-

er business which Jon

incorporated on July

28th.  Jon is hoping that

Pearl Road’s wind turbine will spawn a new

business selling small-scale wind turbines to

other businesses and farms throughout the

state and country.  While installation of

already-produced wind turbines is the only

alternative now, Jon hopes to someday man-

ufacture wind turbines in Cleveland. 
To folks whizzing along I-480 or driving

leisurely around the neighborhood, Pearl

Road’s wind turbine is a visible sign of the

future-thinking mentality of at least one of our

businesses.  View photos of the construction

process at www. PearlWind.com.  

PearlWind, the wind turbine at Pearl

Road Auto Wrecking/Pearl Road Auto

Parts, 5000 Pearl Rd., began whirling

on Friday, November 13th.

Photo by George Shuba

Churches spread  “Christmas Spirit”

As the Christmas season approaches,

many  are looking forward to a time of celebra-

tion and joy with family and friends.   This sea-

son is also the perfect time to remember people

who are in need, and there are many opportuni-

ties in and around the community where people

have been coming together and showing their

support and gratitude.  

“Adopt a Child for Christmas” - St.

Leo the Great , 4940 Broadview Rd. ~ 216-

661-5330. Parishioners purchase, wrap and tag

gifts that will be distributed to children receiv-

ing help from these area organizations:

Transitional Housing, Catholic Charities,

Maggie’s Place and St. Aloysius Church. This

program has been in existence since the early

1970s.

“A Giving Tree” - St James Lutheran,

4771 Broadview Rd. ~ 216-351-6499. 

St. James will be collecting items for new

babies and moms in need throughout the month

of December.  Consider donating clothing and

gently used baby items to be distributed

through the Cleveland Pregnancy Center.

“Toys for Tots” Cub Scout Troop 45

and Boy Scout Troop 88  - Our Lady of

Good Counsel (OLGC) are assisting the

Marines in their “Toys for Tots” campaign.

New or gently used toys may be placed in des-

ignated boxes outside the Marian Lounge after

all weekend Masses.  

The students of OLGC school will

spread the holiday spirit by caroling at the

Hopkins Airport in the ticketing area on

Tuesday,  December 8th,  10:15 am - 12:30 pm.  

“Breakfast with Santa” – OLGC,  4423

Pearl Rd. Parish Center ~ 216-749-2323.

Sponsored by PTU, Saturday, December 12th,

9 am - noon. The breakfast will consist of

French toast sticks, sausage, juice, milk and

coffee.  The $6 cost also includes a picture with

Santa and a small craft to take home.  To

reserve a seat, call the school office by

Tuesday, December 8th.

“Christmas in July” - Corpus Christi,

5204 Northcliff Ave. ~ 216-351-8738.   As the

title suggests, it’s been scheduled during the

summertime because so many other churches

help out during the holiday time, but charitable

organizations need help year round.  The Holy

Name Society. sets up a Christmas tree in

church for the entire month of July.  Anyone is

welcome to take as many ornaments as they

wanted and buy the items on the ornaments. At

least five car-loads of gifts were delivered dur-

ing the first week of August to the West Side

Catholic Center. 

See Christmas Spirit, page 5

Lunch with SantaLunch with Santa

Saturday, December 19th
Noon - 2 pm

The Senior Health & Wellness Center Atrium

MetroHealth Old Brooklyn Campus

4229 Pearl Rd., at Devonshire 

Free parking in garage

Goodie bag for the first 300 kids
(10 years and under)

Sponsored By:

The Senior Health & Wellness Center

MetroHealth Old Brooklyn Campus

Old Brooklyn C D C

Kiwanis Club of Brooklyn-Cleveland

Deaconess-Krafft Center

Deaconess-Zane Center

Art House

Concordia Care

Visiting Nurse Association of Ohio

Senior Citizen Resources

Old Brooklyn Merchants

Refreshments

Hot Dogs, Chips, Soda,

Hot Chocolate & Popcorn

Photo with Santa $2
For reservations call 216-459-1000

by Lynette Filips
lynettef@oldbrooklyn.com
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The Old Brooklyn News

will publish its

January, 2010 issue on

Tuesday, December 29th, 2009

Submission Deadlines
Display Ads . . . . . Wed., Dec. 16th

Classified Ads . . . . Fri., Dec. 18th

News Releases . . . . Fri., Dec. 18th

For Information call  216-459-0135

E-mail: sandyw@oldbrooklyn.com

FAX NUMBER  216-459-1741

3344 Broadview Rd.

Cleveland, Ohio  44109

(216) 459-0135

The Old Brooklyn News (OBN) is a monthly publication of
the Old Brooklyn Community Development Corporation (OBCDC)
and is available free of charge within the community boundaries of
Brooklyn Centre, Old Brooklyn & City of Brooklyn. The views
expressed in the OBN are not necessarily those of its publisher, edi-
tor, staff, or of the board of trustees, officers, or commercial, resi-
dential, institutional or associate members of OBCDC.

Reproduction of published material without the consent of
OBCDC is prohibited.  Advertisers and Agencies assume all legal
responsibility and liability concerning offers, artwork, and any and
all text published in contracted display, classified or other advertise-
ments. The OBN is a charter member of the Neighborhood and
Community Press Association of Greater Cleveland.

website:  www.oldbrooklyn.com       email:  sandyw@oldbrooklyn.com

Circulation 15,000

Published Monthly  

This month’s OBN writers -- Lorene Bowles, Gloria Ferris, Lynette Filips, Dana Korosi,

Congressman Dennis Kucinich, Nora Owens, Matthew Wilder & OBCDC staff

OBCDC is a non-profit 501(c)(3) that serves the communities of Brooklyn Centre and Old Brooklyn-

For more information regarding services and projects call 216-459-1000.

Old Brooklyn News
Sandy Worona -- Layout & Ad Manager;  Lynette Filips -- Copy Editor;  George Shuba -- Photographer

Robyn Sandys, Executive Director
Cynthia Cejka, Office Manager

Tom Collins, Commercial Manager
David Fox, Real Estate Manager

Donnald Heckelmoser, Jr., Program Services Manager 
Lori Peterson, Residential Marketing Manager

Sheila Quealy-Walter, Residential Code Manager
Barb Spaan, Outreach Manager

Sandy Worona, Community Outreach Coordinator/OBNAdvertising & Sales Manager 

Greg Huth, President,      Lynea Derwis, Vice President, 

Terrell Cole, Secretary,     Theresa B. Martin, Treasurer      

Old Brooklyn Community Development Corporation

MISSION STATEMENT: We are committed to uniting, engaging and empowering the community to

improve the economic vitality and quality of life within the Old Brooklyn and Brooklyn Centre neighborhoods

Old Brooklyn Community Development Corporation Board Meetings, are every fourth Tues. of

the month, 6-7:30 pm. OBCDC meeting room (3344 Broadview Rd., upstairs).  Meetings open to the

public but the board reserves the right to close portions of the meetings. To confirm call 216-459-1000.

December is a busy month for everyone.

It seems time just flies by between

Thanksgiving and the New Year.

OBCDC is sponsoring “Lunch with

Santa” another special event with our friends

from the Kiwanis Club, MetroHealth Senior

Health and Wellness Center and many more on

December 19th. Additional information about

this event is on the front page. 

The “Fall-O-Ween” event was such a

huge success that we decided quickly to co-

host another event. We are always open for

ideas to co-plan and host events, feel free to

contact me if you have any specific ideas.

The rehab of our home at 2915 Tampa is

moving along nicely, so far it has a new roof,

windows, plumbing, electric and more. We

will be planning an open house sometime in

January for all to see. The CDC is in the

process of purchasing a few other homes

through the HUD/City of Cleveland program.

Rehab and sale will start on those after the

Tampa home is sold. 

We are sending out a community survey

to all members with the distribution of the

newspaper this month. (If you do not have the

paper mailed to you, you can pick up a survey

form at the OBCDC office.)

Please complete it to the best of your abil-

ity and get it back to us by December 18. If you

do, there will be a drawing for a $50 Visa card.

We want to get back as many as possible so

that we can evaluate our programs and also

understand your issues and concerns about this

area of the City of Cleveland.

In the January issue of the OBN we will

provide readers with the results of the survey.

We may also do some additional surveying

over the coming months that will relate more

to the marketing of the area.

We are always looking for volunteer writ-

ers for the OBN. We love stories about the peo-

ple and places of Old Brooklyn and Brooklyn

Centre. If you have something that you think

your neighbors and friends would like to read,

please submit it to info@oldbrooklyn.com. 

Hope your Thanksgiving was warm and

happy and don’t forget about shopping as

much as you can within our neighborhoods

and within the City of Cleveland, the tax rev-

enue is very much needed by the City of

Cleveland.

From the desk of the
executive director

by Robyn Sandys
robyns@oldbrooklyn.com

Morningside Ave. man
hosts weekly local radio

by Donnald Heckelmoser 
donnh@oldbrooklyn.com 

Joe Nicholls has lived in and around the
Cleveland area since he moved to the United
States in 1955.  In 1984 he began hosting an
hourly radio show for National Public Radio,
90.3, WCPN (now Ideastream).  The show was
called the “Sounds of Britain and Ireland”.
Kevin McGinty came on board as Joe’s co-host
in 1989.  

The “Sounds of Britain and Ireland” airs
on Sunday afternoons from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m..  It
provides its listeners with entertainment and
“everything local” information that has to do
with their  British and/or Irish ancestry.  

Joe and Kevin love to have theme shows
as much as they can,
and  themes seem to
work out the best at
Christmastime.  

Last year Joe and
Kevin enjoyed some
live Christmas enter-
tainment and took a
“journey of the mind”.
The “journey” was a
pseudo trip to England
using local actors to
portray a group of char-
acters on a vacation to
England and Ireland.
They did such a good
job that many people
who saw them after the
show were very con-
fused as to why they were back home so soon!  

This year’s Christmas show will air from
4 - 5 p.m. on Sunday, December 20th.  It is
going to be an encore mix of live entertainment
and guests from England, Ireland, Scotland and
Wales reminiscing and telling stories about
past Christmases, especially from their child-
hoods.  Joe and Kevin think this show will be
a big hit for a lot of  listeners as Christmas is
the holiday to look back and remember the
great times that have been had and dream about
the futures that those memories help build.   

On a regular Sunday show, Joe and Kevin
talk about everything from sports, music, local

events and the British and Irish community in
northeast Ohio.  They have many guests on
their show as well; some famous ones have
included Engelbert Humperdinck, Tom Jones
and British and Irish politicians and diplomats.

Joe stated that he keeps politics and  opin-
ions regarding hot button topics out of the
show,  however, focusing on simply informing
listeners instead.  

Joe and Kevin enjoy having live entertain-
ment on to capture listeners with local sounds
of the old country.  Joe calls it folk music, but
at the same time he’s wondered what folk
music was exactly. He explains it as “music of
the people and their lives”.  

Joe himself grew up in the small town of
Birkenhead, just outside Liverpool, on the
western coast of England.  During his child-
hood Joe moved to Wales to live with his
grandparents because of the danger World War
II posed.  In Wales, Joe lived in the small town
of Holyhead, also on the western seacoast.  

When Joe was 21, he decided to move to
North America.   He set out for Canada with a
friend (having all of $48 in his pocket!) and
after some hard times, found enough work to
“get by”. 

Then, after about a year in Canada, Joe
moved to the Cleveland area and he’s been

here ever since.  He
was  in the United
States less than a year
before he was drafted
into the U. S. Army,
back in the days when
immigrants could be
drafted.

Joe’s wife of 39
years, Jean, died in
2002.  The couple
parented two girls,
Mary and Ann, both
of whom still live in
Old Brooklyn.  Mary
and her husband have
blessed Joe’s life with
three grandchildren.  

During his time in America, Joe has  also
worked in the advertising field, owned a
British Irish import store, and been a video
producer.  But the job he’s loved the most is
what he does now for WCPN.  Joe said that he
has so much fun doing this show that he will
continue doing it as long as he can.  

Joe has family still living in England and
it came to his attention one year that his broth-
er had been doing a radio show in Coventry,
England for years. Neither knew of the other’s
radio career.  Perhaps radio is in the Nicholls’
blood!  
(Lynette Filips contributed to this article.)

Photo from WCPN’s web site

Joe Nicholls (left) and Kevin McGinty, (right)

hosted live shows at WCPN until last summer,

when everything became computerized. 

Brooklyn Centre Naturalists offer holiday

gift idea -- a Certified Backyard Habitat TM
by Gloria Ferris

The Brooklyn Centre Naturalists, a group

of neighbors and business people in the 44109

zip code area who are working to make

Brooklyn Centre a registered National Wildlife

Habitat, think that they have come up with a

unique holiday gift idea for the nature lover or

gardener on your Christmas list - a gift of a

Certified Backyard HabitatTM.  

.     The recipient(s) of your gift will receive a

membership in the National Wildlife

Federation (NWF), including a one-year sub-

scription to the award-winning National

Wildlife magazine with inspiring wildlife arti-

cles and nature photography.  They will also

receive a personalized certificate and quarterly

newsletters, and will be eligible to post NWF's

special outdoor sign designating their yard or

garden as a wildlife-friendly Certified Wildlife

HabitatTM.  

If you would like to explore this idea for a

truly one-of-a kind gift  to the gardener in your

life, check out www.nwf.org/habitat    or  call

216-351-0254 and a Brooklyn Centre

Naturalist will be glad to help you.  

Any habitat enthusiast can create a certi-

fied habitat; many of your friends and relatives

probably already provide the four basic ele-

ments that all wildlife need:  food, water, shel-

ter and places to raise young.  Employing sus-

tainable gardening practices is also important. 

One of the ways to achieve the goal

of a community wildlife habitat -- a designated

area that promotes and fosters the vigor and

diversity of native birds and animals -- is to

certify local backyards as habitats.

Habitat restoration is critical in urban and

suburban settings where commercial and resi-

dential development encroaches on wildlife

areas, limiting the availability of the resources

wildlife need to survive and thrive. 

Creating habitats not only helps wildlife,

it also can help to reduce global warming pol-

lution and save energy costs.  Burning fossil

fuels to heat and cool homes and maintain

lawns releases carbon dioxide into the atmos-

phere, which is the maximum greenhouse gas

responsible for global warming.  Replacing

lawns with strategically located trees and other

native vegetation can insulate homes from

heat, cold and wind, reducing heating and cool-

ing needs and thus carbon dioxide emissions.

Living in The Big Creek Watershed which

empties into the Cuyahoga River and encom-

passes the Metroparks  Zoo (a certified Natural

Habitat) makes our area unique and a natural

place to live.

This holiday gift-giving season, consider

surprising someone with a truly unique gift and

at the same time promote our neighborhoods as

places where residents make wildlife a priority.

The health of our community depends upon the

health of our environment! 

(Lynette Filips contributed to this article.)

If you have a wound that isn’t showing improvement, the expert attention you need is at
Lutheran Hospital. Our Wound Healing Center is home to doctors, nurses and specialists
who are experts in using the latest and most proven technologies, including Hyperbaric

Oxygen Therapy and specialized treatment for diabetic wounds.

To make an appointment, call 216.939.8866.
3600 Franklin Boulevard, Cleveland, OH

Near Lutheran Hospital

lutheranhospital.org
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Atrium.  Tour stops -- The Bingham, Bradley
Building, Cloak Factory, Kirkham Place, Perry
Payne Building, Pinnacle Condominiums &
Water Street Condominiums.  Dessert finale at
the offices of Global Prairie, the event’s stake-
holder sponsor. Tickets - $60 in advance.
Groups of 10 or more, $35.  Downtown resi-
dents, $35.  Call 216-344-3937 for reservations.
Price includes tours, hors d’oeuvres, desserts,
beverages & entertainment.

Friday, December 11th
Annual Winter Dance Concert

Tri-C Western Campus Theatre, T building,
11000 W. Pleasant Valley Rd., 7:30 pm.
Annual dance concert explores many styles &
disciplines inc.  hip-hop, jazz & modern dance.
General admission, $10; students, seniors &
staff, $8,  Tri-C students free with valid student
ID. Group rates available for parties of 10 or
more. Free parking in the B lot (enter via
Pleasant Valley); parking also available in des-
ignated visitor lots for $1 for a two-hour time
block. Call 216-987-5536 for reservations or
more info.

Friday & Saturday December 11th & 12th
CityMusic Cleveland - “Mainly Mozart”

St. Ignatius of Antioch Church, 10205 Lorain
Ave., Fri., Dec. 11th, 7:30 pm; 216-251-0300.
Shrine Church of St. Stanislaus, 3649 E. 65th
St., Sat., Dec.12th, 7:30pm; 216-341-9091.
Free childcare at both locations; call the church
to arrange for your child.  Visit www.citymu-
sic.org for other performance sites.

Saturday, December 12th
Cornerstone of Hope’s (a grief center) 

Christmas Candle Lighting & Remembrance
St. Michael School, Bishop Rappe Hall, 6906
Chestnut Rd, Independence, 1 & 3 pm. Call
216-524-HOPE for more info.

Thursday, December 17th
Cuyahoga County Government Reform:

What Will it Mean for Health & Social Services?
Maxine Goodman Levin College of Urban
Affairs, The Atrium, Cleveland State University,
1717 Euclid Ave., 9 - 11 am. Free & open to the
public. Call 216-523-7330 or visit
www.urban.csuohio.edu/forum for reservations. 

Sunday, December 20th
Jaslickari

Carpatho-Rusyn Heritage Museum, 1900
Carolton Rd., Parma. Performance & a skit
telling the significance of the Velija (Christmas
Eve dinner). Foods to sample & demonstrations
of how to prepare these foods.  Anyone wanting
to help with the event should  contact
bonnie@theburkebunch.com or call 440-729-
2045. Also visit the Museum during December
to see a display which features the foods served
on Christmas Eve and the recipes.  Visit www.c-
rs.org, Cleveland Chapter, for more info.

Join the District Police
Community Relations Committee

Meaningful working relationship between
Cleveland Police Officers & the citizens they
serve.  This relationship would be instrumental
in building a close, proactive dialogue that
results in residents & police having a better

Monday, December 7th
Cuyahoga Valley Genealogy Society

Independence Civic Center, White Oak Room,
6363 Selig Blvd., 7:30 pm.  Surprise program,
coffee & refreshments. All welcome; call pres-
ident John Stoika,  216-524-3472, for more info. 

Seventh Annual “Trains of Puritas Nursery”
Now through December 24th

Puritas Nursery, 19201 Puritas Ave., Sat., Dec.
5th & 12th; visit with Santa Claus, 1 - 3 pm;
Free;  bring a camera. Train display also free.
Mon. - Fri., 9 am - 8 pm; weekends, 9 am - 6
pm.  Fresh cut Christmas trees, fresh wreaths,
swags & roping for sale.
www.puritasnursery.com

Friday, Dec. 4th, & Saturday, Dec. 5th
Cleveland Public Library Used Book Sale

Brooklyn branch, Cleveland Public Library,
4303 Pearl Rd., 216-623-7067.  Fri., 10 am - 5
pm; Sat., bag of books, $4, 10 am - 5 pm.
Bring own bag.

Saturday December 5th 
BCCA Santa’s Gift Boutique

Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church, 2928
Scranton Rd. (corner of Scranton & Seymour),
10 am - 4 pm. Brooklyn Centre Naturalists will
also have nature items for sale.

Sunday, December 6th
St. Nicholas Visits Museum

Carpatho-Rusyn Heritage Museum, 1900
Carolton Rd. St. Nicholas will visit the muse-
um with gifts for the children; also many other
activities. Visit www.c-rs.org, Cleveland
Chapter, for hours & events.

Sunday, Dec. 6th & Tuesday, Dec. 8th, 15th & 22nd
The Brooklyn Historical Museum Gift Shoppe

Museum, 4442 Ridge Rd., Sun., Dec. 6th, 1:30
- 3:30 pm & Tues., Dec. 8th, 15th & 22nd,
10:30 am - 1:30 pm.  Warm, hand-knitted
scarves & hats, hand-loomed rugs; Amish jams
& jellies; handmade gift cards; potholder tow-
els; baby boutique -- toddler pillows & cases;
dog blankets; fleece throws; purses; lavender
& catnip bags & misc. crafts. Featured items
for Christmas are holiday potholders, runners
with napkins & slates. Call Barb, 216-941-
0160, for more info.

Wednesday December 9th
Monthly Family Workshop - 

Christmas Ornament Workshop  
Cornerstone of Hope, 5905 Brecksville Rd.,
Independence, 4 - 8 pm. Special holiday work-
shop to decorate a ceramic ornament in memory
of your loved one.  Enjoy  some cookies &
refreshments. Each participant  receives his/her
own ornament free of charge. Extra ornaments
may  be purchased for $2 each. To register, call
Paula at 216-524-HOPE (4673), ext 231, or email
paula@cornerstoneofhope.org.

Wednesday, December 9th
10th Annual Holiday Tour - 
Historic Warehouse District

Tour loft apartments, condos & office space.
Sample food from some of Cleveland’s finest
restaurants. Enjoy festive entertainment.
Evening kicks off at Bridgeview Apartments

understanding of each others’ concerns &
experiences. Committees meet each month in
each district in order for residents to bring their
concerns to the District Commander for a time-
ly & personal response. Call Community
Relations Board, 216-664-2277, for more info. 

Free Flu & Pneumonia Shots
For people living in Cleveland who: are
between 6 months & 18 years old; 50+ years or
older; have a long-term illness (high blood
pressure, liver, heart or lung disease, diabetes,
asthma, pregnancy, cancer or a weakened
immune system); live with or take care of
someone who is 0-5 yrs old, 50+ years old or
have a long-term illness.
Every Friday, now thru  Dec. 29th,
McCafferty Health Center, 4242 Lorain Ave.,
8 - 11 am;  216-651-5005.
Call 216-664-4621 or visit www.cleveland-
health.org for additional locations & dates.

Cuyahoga County seeks tax preparation
volunteers - training provided

Volunteer tax preparers needed for the V.I.T.A.
site at the corner of Memphis Ave. & Fulton
Pkwy. Both classroom & web-based training
provided began in late November. Tax returns
for the Old Brooklyn V.I.T.A. site are simple;
training is not difficult. If interested call 216-
987-6620 or email: sullie01@odjfs.state.oh.us.

Join Old Brooklyn Browns Backers
Cleats, 3995 Jennings Rd. Enjoy Cleveland
Browns games with Old Brooklyn's own Browns
Backer Chapter. Contact the Old Brooklyn
Browns Backers, 216-536-6496, for more info.

First Friday of Every Month
Free Hot Meal

St. Boniface Campus School Hall, 3555 W.
54th St. (enter from side parking lot on W.
52nd St.)  Doors open, 4 pm; dinner served, 5 -
6 pm. Sponsored by St. Boniface Church & St.
Rocco Church.

City of Cleveland, Division of Police, 
Citizen On-line Reporting System

As of July 7th,  file your own police report on-
line for the following types of incidents/crimes
-- lost property; damage to property; criminal
damaging; petty theft/theft from a motor vehi-
cle; supplemental reports. These types of
reports may be made only if there is no suspect,
suspect vehicle, or serial number information.
To make an on-line report go to
www.city.cleveland.oh.us/police & click on the
crime reporting link. You must be 18 years old
& have an e-mail address.

Corpus Christi Class of 1968 & 1969 Reunion
Planning a reunion before the parish closes. Contact
Janice (Gulan) Havasi “68” at 216-267-3812.

America Reads Tutors
Cleveland Public Library, South Brooklyn
Branch, 4303 Pearl Rd. Tutors from Cleveland
State University available to help school age
children available Tues., Wed. & Thurs. until
the end of the school year.  Call 216-623-7067
to make appointment.

WSEM Food Center
WSEM Food Center at Brookside, 3784 Pearl
Rd., 216-749-4295. Food service available
Mon. - Fri., 10 am - 2 pm. Resale shoppe  open

Mon, Wed. & Fri., 10 am - 2 pm. Call 216-749-
4295 for appointment for help with completing
food stamp applications  or walk-in & ask to
speak to an outreach advocate. Applications
will be completed & delivered to Dept. of Jobs
& Family Services. Other outreach services
available; call for details.

Ready, Set, Grow Preschool
Located in Brooklyn Heights United Church of
Christ, 2005 W. Schaaf Rd.  Ages 3 - 5. Learning
& social skills for kindergarten readiness.
Certified teachers. Registration fee, $25. Class
times,  9:20 - 11:20 am. Call 216-741-2280 for
more info.

Our Lady of Good Counsel School
Registration for Kindergarten & Preschool 

Are you interested in an excellent Catholic
Education? Call now for a tour & registration packet
for the upcoming 2009-2010 school year.
Kindergarten registrants must be 5 yrs old by Sept.
30, 2009. Cleveland Tutoring & Scholarship vouch-
ers are accepted as well as county vouchers for pre-
school/after care. Call Ms. Patty at 216-741-3685
between 8:15 am & 2:30 pm for more info. Visit web-
site www.olgoodcounsel.com for up to date info.

St. Leo Preschool Registrations
2009-2010 School Year

St. Leo Preschool is located at 4940 Broadview Rd in
the Parish Community Center.  The preschool offers
programs for skill development & kindergarten readi-
ness for 3 & 4 year-old children. A full-day 8 am.-
2:30 pm. Mon. - Fri. program is available, with after
school care at an additional charge. In addition to the
full day program, Mon., Wed., Fri. half-day classes
are available for 4 year-old children. Tues., Thurs.,
half-day classes are available for 3 year-old children.
Children must be of age by Sept. 30. County vouch-
ers are accepted.  A $50 nonrefundable fee & a copy
of the child's birth certificate are required at the time
of registration. For more info.,  call Jeanne Sabol at
216-661-5330.

St. Mary Byzantine School Registration
St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Elementary School,
4600 State Rd., now accepting applications  for  pre-
school - grade 8.  Before/after school services  avail-
able.  Local tuition assistance available to all families;
participates in Cleveland Scholarship & Tutoring
Program.  Updated computer lab, interactive Smart
Boards in all classroom, instrumental music & art
instructor, athletics & more.  Call  216-749-7980 or
visit www.smbyz.org. 

FRESH CUT CHRISTMAS TREES
Blue Spruce

Canaan Fir, Douglas Fir, Fraser Fir 

Scotch Pine & White Pine 

MEMPHIS KIDDIE PARK

10340 Memphis Ave.
(corner of Memphis & Tiedeman)

Hours:  noon - 9 pm

“God Bless America”

COMMUNITY  MEETINGS

Brooklyn Centre Naturalists -  No December
meeting. Contact Brooklyn Centre Naturalists,
bcnaturalists@gmail.com, for more info.

Old Brooklyn Community Development
Corporation board meeting, this month on
Tues. Dec. 15th 7:30 pm, OBCDC meeting
room (3344 Broadview Rd., upstairs).
Meetings open to public for review & com-
ments, but board reserves right to close por-
tions of meetings from public. Call 216-459-
1000 to confirm.

Second District Police Community
Relations meeting, Tues., Dec. 8th (& every

second Tues.), 7 pm, Applewood Center, 3518
W.  25th St.

Southwest Citizens Area Council meeting,
every first Thurs., 7 pm, Gino’s, 1314 Denison
Ave. 

Ward 15 Democratic Club meeting, Tues.,
Dec. 22nd (& every fourth Tues.), 6:30 pm,
Estabrook Recreation Center, 4125 Fulton Rd. 

Ward 16 Democratic Club meeting Tues.,
Nov. 17th (& every third Tues.), 7 pm, Gloria
Dei Lutheran Church, 5801 Memphis Ave.

MANDY’S
4703 Pearl Rd.             216-398-8066

Best Gyros in Town
Buy 1 get 2nd 1/2 price

with this ad  Expires12/31/09

Monday - 1 dozen wings $1.25  (3 - 9 pm)
Tuesday - 50f& $150 Tacos (all day)
Wednesday -  $3 Steak dinner
Thursday - Free hot dogs (all day)
Friday - Fish Fry $8
Saturday & Sunday - Steak dinners

T-Bone $8 or Porterhouse $10

Come watch your favorite sports games here!

All above specials are “Eat in Only”
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U.S. Congressman Dennis Kucinich explains his Affordable Health Care Act vote
After voting against H.R. 3962 -

Affordable Health Care for America Act,
Congressman Dennis Kucinich (D-OH) made
the following statement: 

“We have been led to believe that we must
make our health care choices only within the
current structure of a predatory, for-profit insur-
ance system which makes money not providing
health care.  We cannot fault the insurance com-
panies for being what they are.  But we can
fault legislation in which the government incen-
tives the perpetuation, indeed the strengthening,
of the for-profit health insurance industry, the
very source of the problem. When health insur-
ance companies deny care or raise premiums,
co-pays and deductibles they are simply trying
to make a profit.  That is our system.

“Clearly, the insurance companies are the
problem, not the solution.  They are driving up
the cost of health care.  Because their massive
bureaucracy avoids paying bills so effectively,
they force hospitals and doctors to hire their
own bureaucracy to fight the insurance compa-
nies to avoid getting stuck with an unfair share
of the bills.  

The result is that since 1970, the number
of physicians has increased by less than 200%
while the number of administrators has
increased by 3000%.  It is no wonder that 31

cents of every health care dollar goes to admin-
istrative costs, not toward providing care.  Even
those with insurance are at risk. The single
biggest cause of bankruptcies in the U.S. is
health insurance policies that do not cover you
when you get sick.  

“But instead of working toward the elimi-
nation of for-profit insurance, H.R. 3962 would
put the government in the role of accelerating
the privatization of health care.  In H.R. 3962,
the government is requiring at least 21 million
Americans to buy private health insurance from
the very industry that causes costs to be so high,
which will result in at least $70 billion in new
annual revenue, much of which is coming from
taxpayers.  This inevitably will lead to even
more costs, more subsidies, and higher profits
for insurance companies — a bailout under a
blue cross.  

“By incurring only a new requirement to
cover pre-existing conditions, a weakened pub-
lic option, and a few other important but limit-
ed concessions, the health insurance companies
are getting quite a deal.  

The Center for American Progress’ blog,
Think Progress, states “since the President sig-
naled that he is backing away from the public
option, health insurance stocks have been on
the rise.”  Similarly, healthcare stocks rallied

when Senator Max Baucus introduced a bill
without a public option. 

Bloomberg reports that Curtis Lane, a
prominent health industry investor, predicted a
few weeks ago that “money will start flowing in
again” to health insurance stocks after passage
of the legislation.  Investors.com last month
reported that pharmacy benefit managers share
prices are hitting all-time highs, with the only
industry worry that the Administration would
reverse its decision not to negotiate Medicare
Part D drug prices, leaving in place a Bush
Administration policy.

“During the debate, when the interests of
insurance companies would have been effec-
tively challenged, that challenge was turned
back.  The “robust public option” which would
have offered a modicum of competition to a
monopolistic industry was whittled down from
an initial potential enrollment of 129 million
Americans to 6 million.  

An amendment which would have protect-
ed the rights of states to pursue single-payer
health care was stripped from the bill at the
request of the Administration.  Looking ahead,
we cringe at the prospect of even greater favors
for insurance companies.

“Recent rises in unemployment indicate a
widening separation between the finance econ-

The Old Brooklyn News (OBN) is evolv-

ing as a newspaper. Just as so many large metro

daily and smaller community newspapers have

done, the Old Brooklyn News is having a larg-

er online presence. Donnald Heckelmoser, Jr.,

program services manager of the Old Brooklyn

Community Development Corporation

(OBCDC), has been posting the Old Brooklyn

News on Facebook and Twitter, two online

social networks. 

Donn said that it is good for readers and

other community development corporations to

see how we do our newspaper and see how the

OBN compares to other community newspa-

pers across the nation. 

omy and the real economy.  The finance econo-
my considers the health of Wall Street, rising
corporate profits, and banks’ hoarding of cash,
much of it from taxpayers, as sign of an eco-
nomic recovery. However in the real economy -
- in which most Americans live -- the recession
is not over.  Rising unemployment, business
failures, bankruptcies and foreclosures are still
hammering Main Street.   

“This health care bill continues the redis-
tribution of wealth to Wall Street at the expense
of America’s manufacturing and service
economies which suffer from costs other coun-
tries do not have to bear, especially the cost of
health care.   America continues to stand out
among all industrialized nations for its priva-
tized health care system.  As a result, we are
less competitive in steel, automotive, aerospace
and shipping while other countries subsidize
their exports in these areas through socializing
the cost of health care.  

“Notwithstanding the fate of H.R. 3962,
America will someday come to recognize the
broad social and economic benefits of a not-for-
profit, single-payer health care system, which is
good for the American people and good for
America’s businesses, with of course the
notable exceptions being insurance and phar-
maceuticals.”

Donn also said that Facebook is very user

-friendly. Readers are able to leave comments

to stories and other postings. OBCDC encour-

ages users to discuss the articles and perhaps

even suggest new story ideas based on what

they want to read. He is unsure if the pages on

Facebook and Twitter will look anything like

Cleveland.com since it is a different type of

online forum, dedicated specifically to news. 

Donn feels that it is important for the

OBN to have an online presence since that is

what many readers want. It is his personal

opinion that because of the economy and

increasing  access to electronic forms of media,

that print media will have a much smaller pres-

ence than in the past.

To see the OBN pages on Facebook and/or

Twitter, people need to set up an account with

one or both web sites and then search for Old

Brooklyn Community Development

Corporation. Anyone can also read the OBN on

OBCDC’s web site, www.oldbrooklyn.com.

The OBN’s larger online presence reflects

a national trend in the newspaper industry. In a

report from the Congressional Research

Survey, Suzanne M. Kirchhoff, Analyst in

Organization and Business, listed newspapers

that declared bankruptcy or became online

publications only. She believes that smaller

community newspapers are doing much better

financially than large metro daily newspapers.

Dr. Cheryl Campanella Bracken,

Associate Professor in the School of

Communication at Cleveland State University,

said readers are going online for information

both for local news and national news.

(Younger readers in particular are reading sto-

ries online.) 

Dr. Bracken also talked about the evolu-

tion of newspapers. She said they first have

gone from small, handwritten pamphlets to the

printing press. Also in the 1800s in the United

States, there were smaller versions of modern

newspapers called “penny presses”. They were

sold very inexpensively, typically by street

vendors.  In that time period, they were the

major source of news and had a great number

of readers.

In the earlier 20th century, newspaper

readership declined due to competition from

radio and television. Dr. Bracken does not

expect newspapers to die out completely,

though, because it is difficult for younger peo-

ple to read a massive amount of information on

the internet. Long exposure to a computer

screen can fatigue people’s eyes.  But she, too,

believes that there will be less newspapers in

the future. 

Old Brooklyn News expands online presence
by Matthew Wilder

CSU journalism student
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Now open
in 

Mentor!

216-351-0000216-351-0000

Joe Gigante & Sons

4 Generations of Gigantes in Old Brooklyn

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

Don’t Give UP!
The Holidays are a making of the end of another year.  For me it is difficult, most of my

work is on the outside, weather related.  I’m like a farmer I need to work when the sun is shin-

ing.

I know first hand living in Cleveland can be very difficult.  In time like these, what can

an individual do to change a hopeless situation to a hopeful one?  We look at our economy, it

is not good and this is an understatement.  As blue collar and white collar employees, it’s not

our fault that the economy is bad.  Cleveland is primarily an industrial town with a very strong

labor force.  One thing about Clevelanders, we are a  strong type of people, with strong eth-

nic background, a diverse culture, and work ethics.

In these trying times we must ask ourselves these questions. 

With our churches, where is compassion?

With our government, where are our leaders?

With our Unions, where is our unity?

With our families, where are our fathers?

In what category can we instill change as an individual?  This is where we have to start,

to help change the hopeless situation that we are in. Complaining and criticizing will not

change anything.  We have to look at our own situation, and say where can I make a differ-

ence.

We need to figure out what is important and what is valuable.  We need to maintain our

health, without good health we have numbered our days.  Lack of sleep, steals our emotional

wellbeing.  We become like a walking zombie.

It’s not the end of the world if lose your credit score, or you are late on a payment.  It’s

not your fault that you got laid off, or your income was cut in half.  If we had jobs, we would

not be in this mess.  So don’t blame yourself, or your employers they are doing the best they

can in this tough times.

Do what you can do, that’s all you can give.

I got this chubby Italian off of the couch and started to exercise, it was something I could

change, my weight and physical condition.  It has helped my outlook tremendously.

Bottom line is don’t give up!  We live in a wonderful community and you are part of it.

Compared to many parts of the country, Cleveland, Ohio does have many rich commodities

and resources.  We need to also utilize an interstate commerce both in agriculture and indus-

try.  We need to have more creative merger in our industry, in our unions, in our schools and

in our churches.

Let’s offer a positive change for Cleveland…We are Cleveland, You and I,

Let’s make a difference.

From the Joe Gigante Family, we wish you all a Blessed Christmas and a Prosperous

New Year.

It is already December as we ready this

month’s issue of the Old Brooklyn News for the

printer.  And, due to the way  the Thanksgiving

and Christmas holidays fall, our January issue

will go to the printer and “hit the news stands”

in December, too. But we’re not complaining

about doing two issues in the same month; in

light of the layoffs at many of the country’s

daily papers, we’re happy to still be rolling.

We’ve been working on organizing back

issues of the Old Brooklyn News in our “new-

to-us”, second-hand file cabinets at both the

OBCDC office and at the Historical Society

of Old Brooklyn’s archives. Court

Community Service workers and our

Cleveland State journalism intern have been

helping us with the process.  As we go, we real-

ize how many of the papers are missing, in

poor condition, or in short supply.  So again we

ask readers who may have saved odd issues

over our 31-plus year history to give us any

copies they no longer want to save.

In keeping with our recent trend of men-

tioning new publications and books in each

column, we bring to your attention two soft-

cover books which John Sabol, a longtime

member of St. Leo the Great Church, has

recently had published. One is called

Cleveland Slovaks and the other is called

Cleveland Czechs; both are in Arcadia

Publishing’s “Images of America” series. 

Arcadia is the leading local history pub-

lisher in the United States, having thousands of

titles available about small towns, big cities,

ethnic groups, colleges and assorted institu-

tions and organizations across the country.

(Visit www.arcadiapublishing.com to get an

idea of the scope of their work.)

Wanting to chronicle the Czechs and the

Slovaks in Cleveland, Arcadia contacted Lisa

Alzo, a Slovak author in Ithaca, New York with

whom they’d already worked.  After network-

ing, she came up with John Sabol, who’s been

active in Cleveland Slovak genealogical com-

munity for many years.  

John agreed to co-author with Lisa in

March, 2007.   The process could have been

completed in 2008, but then a decision was

made to introduce the books in October, 2009

at the conference of the Czechoslovak

Genealogical Society International, held at the

Holiday Inn South in Independence. 

Each book has 200 (mostly vintage) pho-

tographs of organizations, churches, individu-

als, businesses and events important to the

Cleveland Slovak and Czech communities.

John selected the photos, researched and wrote

the captions for all of them (as well as writing

the introductions in each book), and laid out

the pages according to  the chapter headings,

always following Arcadia’s guidelines.  

The books, priced at $21.99 each, are

available directly from John, as well as at

Borders, Barnes & Noble, Amazon.com, some

Walgreens stores, and certain Cleveland Czech

and Slovak churches and organizations.  

Last month we printed a letter from

Sandy Manson about her son, Fred’s flea mar-

ket, thanking the community for its support

and asking them to save their “wares” till

spring when they’d open up  again.  Since,

then, as evidenced by an ad on page 3 of this

issue, there’s been a change of plans --

Fred Manson owns a number of com-

mercial buildings in Old Brooklyn, and due to

vendor demand, on November 1st he was able

to open Fred’s Indoor Flea Market at 2155

Broadview Rd., one of his empty storefronts.

They’ll be there until March 1st.

Although there are fewer booths, there are

still many good buys, and the indoor location

offers much longer shopping opportunities

than the Sunday flea market did.  It’s open

from 10 a.m. till 6 p.m. on Thursday and

Sunday, and from 10 a.m. till 8 p.m. on Friday

and Saturday . 

Prince of Patchouli, 2151 Broadview

Rd., is another new tenant on the same block.

The store opened October 1st, and features

gently-used resale items (clothing and house-

hold), posters and Sixties memorabilia as well

as Prince of Patchouli aromatherapy and

incense products.

Hunger Network, Brookside Center, 3784

Pearl Rd.; 216-749-4295;

Salvation Army, Ohio City Corps, 4402

Clark Ave.;  216-631-1515;

St. Michael The Archangel Catholic Church,

3114 Scranton Rd.;  216-621-3847;

Trinity Assembly of God, 3801 Clark Ave.;

216-631-6764

Organizations soliciting dona-

tions of gifts & toys to distribute
Salvation Army, main office, 2507 E. 22nd

St.; 216-861-8185

Westside Ecumenical Ministry-WSEM at

Brookside Center, 3784 Pearl Rd.; 216-749-

4295

Toys for Tots - Estabrook Recreation Center

4125 Fulton Rd.; 216-664-4149

West Side Catholic Center, 3135 Lorain Ave.;

216-631-4741

Christmas Spirit from front page

Christmas Dinner – St. Edward High

School, 13500 Detroit Ave., ~ 216- 221-3776

Wednesday, December 23rd,  5:30 pm - 7:30

pm. A Christmas meal will be served beginning

at 6 p.m. Call if you are interested in helping.

Christmas Breakfast - St. Augustine’s

OLA/St. Joseph Center, 2346 W. 14th St.,

216-781-5530, Friday, December 25th,

beginning at 8 am.  Call if you are interested in

helping.  

Nearby food pantries offering

assistance & accepting donations
American Indian Education Center, 1314

Denison Ave., Suite 102; 216-351-4488;

United Hearts Life Mission Center, 3339

Broadview Rd.; 216-459-9839;

Prince of Patchouli is open Monday

through Saturday from 10 a.m. till 8 p.m.  On

Sunday, too, it opens at 10 a.m., but Sunday

hours will vary.   The proprietors, Jerry and

Nancy Clough, have previous retail experience

at shops on Warner Rd. and at the W. 130th

St./Brookpark Rd. Bazaar.

A block south of these two businesses, at

2125 Broadview Rd., a little lady  named

Constance has been operating quite a large sec-

ond-hand store since March 16th. Called

Robinhood’s Resale, it’s open Monday thru

Saturday from 10 a.m. till 6 p.m. (and later dur-

ing the summer months.)

It’s good to have all these storefronts

occupied, and in these challenging economic

times, thrift-store shopping may be just what

many people here need to help balance their

budgets.

One of Old Brooklyn’s greatest fans of

resale stores and garage sales was a man who

lived on Spring Rd. named Paul Melnick.

Retired from United Airlines, Paul had a

plethora of interests which kept his life full of

activities and people.  

Unfortunately, Paul passed away due to

heart and lung problems in August.  But sever-

al aspects of his life are ensuring “Eternal

Memory” for him, including the pottery and

ceramics with which he became involved sub-

sequent to his retirement. 

After a couple of years of taking pottery

classes, Paul was hired as a “Studio Assistant”

at the Metro Campus of Cuyahoga Community

College (CCC).  (He also was an instructor at

the City of Cleveland’s Cudell Recreation

Center.)  

Following Paul’s death, Paul Miklowski,

head of the Art Department at CCC’s Metro

Campus, decided to honor him with a memo-

rial exhibit.  Thus some of Paul’s work is cur-

rently on display in the lobby of  CCC’s Art

and Music Building (MAM204) at 2900

Community College Ave. 

The exhibit  opened on November 4th

with a small reception for Paul’s family and

close friends, and it will run through December

18th.  A few dozen pieces of Paul’s pottery and

sculpture are very attractively displayed in the

cases, along with photos and an assortment of

pottery-decorating instruments. 

We have much more news -- some old,

some new -- which didn’t make it to the page

this month, but as I said in the first paragraph,

we’ll be going to print again in three weeks.

There is room, however, before I sign off

this month, to remind followers of neighbor-

hood barber Dan Plescia that he is again cut-

ting hair, this time at Mario’s Barber Shop.

Read the details in their ad on page 6.

Please continue to send your ideas for this

column to: Lynette Filips, The Town Crier,

3344 Broadview Rd., Cleveland, Ohio  44109. 
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by Tom Collins
tomc@oldbrooklyn.com

More on Energy
The National Trust for Historic

Preservation has a division named Main Street.
Main Street is a national program focused on
restoring and preserving traditional town cen-
ters and the older commercial districts found in
the large cities across the nation.  Old
Brooklyn CDC adopted Main Street tactics in
2001 to retain older commercial buildings with
unique architectural features and restore such
buildings as opportunities arose.

Main Street takes a building-by-building
approach that has been effective even if not
widespread:  

*The Cleveland Storefront Renovation
Program provides technical and financial
assistance with exterior renovations.  

*The Old Brooklyn and Brooklyn Centre
design and review committees work to pre-
serve building facades and ensure that new
construction respects existing buildings.

*The Cleveland Restoration Society can
provide extensive interior and exterior restora-
tion consulting.  

*Old Brooklyn CDC assists building
owners in finding tenants for vacant units and
promoting the area for new business develop-
ment.

In addition, a new area of assistance from
the National Trust for Historic Preservation is
emerging.  Energy conservation, sustainability
and “green” initiatives are being woven into
the restoration and preservation programs
because making buildings more energy-effi-
cient makes them less costly to operate and
more attractive to tenants.

Last month this column was about the
practical reasons for obtaining an energy audit
before renovating and to learn how a building
uses energy.  The Main Street web site,
www.preservation.org/main-street/, has an arti-
cle by Kennedy Smith about how older build-
ings were originally built for energy conserva-
tion but those practices became lax during the
rapid new construction in the 20th century when
fuel and electricity were inexpensive.

Accompanying the article is a check list

of older building features that can be used or
restored for energy conservation and sustain-
able operations.

Double hung sash windows have a circu-
lation function. Opening the top sash, even par-
tially, allows the warmer air nearer the ceiling
to move outside while an open lower sash lets
cooler air in to rise in the room.  So rather than
exchanging double hung sash windows, con-
sider restoring them with thermal glass and
preserving the circulation function.

Transom windows, those smaller win-
dows above doors or display windows, can
also be used for improving circulation, thereby
reducing the need for air conditioning (cool-
ing) units.  If they are not the kind that open,
they still serve the function of increasing the
amount of natural light coming into the interi-
or.  Covering or removing them is generally
not consistent with energy conservation.

Awnings add a stylish flourish to build-
ings while also serving the functional purpose
of reducing the sunshine that heats the interior
side of a window.  If they are operational
awnings, then they can also be compressed to
allow light to penetrate at different times of the
day or seasonally.   Of course, interior window
blinds can do something similar but they do not
keep the sun off the window surface.

Tall ceilings are functional because they
are intended to let warm air rise.  Before decid-
ing upon installing a dropped ceiling, consult
an energy engineer to learn what the impact
will be on air circulation and natural light pen-
etration and reflection.  It just might be better
to restore or resurface the ceiling to increase
light distribution and improve air circulation
with ceiling fans.

Learn how thick outside walls and shared
interior walls are before making changes.  If
they serve to retain warmed or cooled air, then
replacing or altering them may not be energy
efficient.  Here again, an energy engineer can
assess their structure and composition and sug-
gest how to maximize the energy efficiency
with “green” surface treatments.

Older buildings may have sky lights or
may have had them removed in previous reno-
vations.  Sky lights bring natural light to interi-
or spaces like staircases and rooms lacking out-
side windows.  If sky lights can supply needed
light for six to eight hours a day, that translates
to six to eight hours of electricity not needed.

Plumbing in older buildings is always a
mystery stocked with challenges.  Always
research the entire plumbing and heating sys-
tems before initiating any system changes.
Older buildings often stored water on the roof
and fed it to lower floors by means of gravity.
There is no charge for gravity.  Capturing rain
water has been rediscovered as a source of
water for purposes other than drinking or
where purified water is necessary.  Storm water
captured on the roof can be used for flushing
toilets and irrigating landscaping.  Water

diverted away from storm sewers may reduce
sewer bills.

Start with an energy audit, review the rec-
ommendations with qualified energy profes-
sionals like electricians, plumbers and HVAC
specialists or certified engineers.  Match your
energy savings to your capital investments,
look for tax credits and renovate that older
building for energy conservation.

Re$tore Cleveland
Progress for the Commercial Districts of 

Old Brooklyn & Brooklyn Centre

For more information contact 

Tom Collins, OBCDC

Commercial Program Manager

216-459-1000 
tomc@oldbrooklyn.com, 

Supported by:
Cleveland Neighborhood Development

Coalition Ohio & Erie Canal Association

40% Rebate 
for pre-approved renovations 

on eligible buildings.

Maximum

rebate

$25,000

Call Tom Collins @

Old Brooklyn CDC

216-459-1000

CLEVELAND STOREFRONT

RENOVATION PROGRAM

THINKING OF SELLING?

ROGER PETERS
OWNER/BROKER.

JOHN PETERS
Old Brooklyn Homeowner

RODGER PETERS
Brooklyn Homeowner

REGAL REALTY, INC.

I Sell Old Brooklyn/Brooklyn!!

I Need Homes to Sell!!!

As The Neighborhood Marketing Specialist for Old Brooklyn we can 

Help you put your Home at the top of the Homebuyers List!

Regal Realty, Inc.  Selling More Homes! More Often!

SERVING OLD BROOKLYN FOR OVER 38 YEARS!!!

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE 

MARKET VALUE OF YOUR HOME

(440)888-2727
(216)789-0262

Buy or Sell with Confidence
Family Owned and Operated

www.regalrealtyinc.net

$1 off with this ad

Dan is back!

4764 Broadview Road

216-661-7533

Kids (under 5) & seniors: $8

Adults: $10

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9 - 6

Sat. 9 - 4

 

 

Don’t h
ave a

“Hairy”

Christ
mas

 

Name: _______________________________________
Address: ______________________________________
E-mail: _______________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________

 
OBCDC Holiday lighting contest OBCDC Holiday lighting contest 

entrentry formy form

Complete the application below and mail to: OBCDC, 3344 Broadview Road, Cleveland,

OH 44109,  fax 216-459-1741 or email: sandyw@oldbrooklyn.com

Submission must be returned by Friday, December 18th, 5 p.m

Judging will take place Monday, December 21st.

Laverne Maximuk reunited
with long-lost doll collection

Many Old Brooklyn News readers will remember Laverne Maximuk, who was OBCDC’s

executive director from Feb. 1980 - Oct. 1987.  When Laverne was a child, her parents and

a neighbor went to Atlantic City each summer and her neighbor bought her a new doll every

year. When Laverne reached her high school years, her boyfriend, Paul Maximuk, was in the

“service”, and he sent her a doll from the ports he visited.  She treasured all of these dolls and

kept them to pass down to her daughter someday. In 1989, Laverne and Paul sold their house

on Saratoga Ave. to Richard and Lorene Bowles and moved to the Marblehead area.  A few

years later, Laverne called Lorene to ask if  by any chance she'd found a box of dolls.  Lorene

hadn't, and Laverne concluded that they must have been lost in the move. This past spring,

Richard saw a water spot on the ceiling and went upstairs to see where it originated.  He

couldn't find any leaking water, but he thought it odd that there was a large cardboard box

on the framework of the drawers Paul had built for Laverne in what was formerly her sewing

room.  Richard got the box down, looked at its contents, and asked Lorene if she'd stored

some dolls up in the crawl space.  Lorene knew immediately that those dolls had to be

Laverne's. After making several phone calls and leaving messages, Lorene heard from

Laverne, who was spending the winter in Texas.  She was so excited to hear about her dolls

and said that they'd be coming home in mid-June and would call as soon as they got back to

Ohio. They did that, and the pictures you see here are the results of their visit with Richard

and Lorene.  Laverne and Paul told stories about the dolls, their former home and the street,

and the four of them enjoyed a lovely visit.  Laverne said her daughter was already building

shelves to showcase those dolls. The most exciting doll was the Indian doll with a little

papoose.  Attached to the doll was a plain white string with a mailing label dated in 1946 and

having 1 1/2 cents of postage.  Paul had mailed this doll to his girlfriend Laverne from Seattle.

It was mailed just as it was--the doll, the string and the label.  It arrived safely, and here in

2009 it is still just as it arrived in 1946.  What a great thrill for both of them.

Photos and text by Lorene Olson Bowles
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OBCDC 

Community Toolbox

"It's about your home; 

it's about your neighborhood."

$8,000 and $6500 tax credit
for first time and repeat home buyers

When a ‘Free’ credit report is not really free
by Dana Korosi

Steel Valley Federal Credit Union

by Lori Peterson
lorip@oldbrooklyn.com

by Nora Q. Owens

Good news to all potential homebuyers:

The Worker, Homeownership, and Business

Assistance Act of 2009 has extended the tax

credit of up to $8,000 for qualified first-time

home buyers purchasing a principal residence.

And in addition, authorization of a tax credit of

up to $6,500 for qualified repeat home buyers.

The following information was obtained

www.federalhousingtaxcredit.com and

Progressive Urban Real Estate website. 

If you have questions about the recently

extended and revised federal tax credit, here

are a few answers.

Q: Who is Eligible?   
A: First-time homebuyers, who are defined by

the law as buyers who have not owned a prin-

cipal residence during the three-year period

prior to the purchase, may be eligible for up to

an $8,000 tax credit. Existing homeowners

who have been residing in their principal resi-

dence for five consecutive years out of the

last eight and are purchasing a home to be

their principal residence (“repeat buyer”), may

be eligible for up to a $6,500 tax credit.

Q: What Are the Income Limits?
A: Homebuyers who file as single or head-of-

household taxpayers can claim the full credit

($8,000 for first-time buyers and $6,500 for

repeat buyers) if their modified adjusted gross

income (MAGI) is less than $125,000. For

married couples filing a joint return, the com-

bined income limit is $225,000. Single or

head-of-household taxpayers who earn

between $125,000 and $145,000, and married

couples who earn between $225,000 and

$245,000 are eligible to receive a partial cred-

it. The credit is not available for single taxpay-

ers whose MAGI is greater than $145,000 and

married couples with a MAGI that exceeds

$245,000.      

Q: How much time do I have?
A:Home purchases subject to a binding sales

contract signed by April 30, 2010, will qualify

for the tax credit provided closing occurs prior

to July 1, 2010. 

Q: What types of homes qualify?
A: All homes with a purchase price of less than

$800,000 qualify, including newly-constructed

or resale, and single-family detached, town-

homes or condominiums, provided that the

home will be used as their principal residence. 

Q: How does the tax credit actually work?
A: A refundable credit means that if the amount
of income taxes you owe is less than the credit
amount you qualify for, the government will
send you a check for the difference. For exam-
ple, if you owed $3,000 in taxes, then you’d
get a $5,000 check from the IRS. All qualified
homebuyers can take the tax credit on their
2009 or 2010 income tax return. 

Q: Will I ever have to pay it back?
A: The credit does not have to be repaid unless

the home owner sells or stops using the home

as their principal residence within three years

after the purchase. 

Check out www.federalhousingtaxcredit.com

for more information.

A member came to my office the other

day to discuss qualifications for a mortgage

loan. She indicated that she had run her credit

report so I asked her to bring it along with a

few other pertinent documents to review.

When she proudly showed me her “credit

report” I respectfully acknowledged this,

reviewed the brief and nearly non-informative

information and promptly turned to my com-

puter to request a complete and accurate report.

On the surface, it seems logical: You type

the phrase “free credit report” in a search

engine to access the Web site that offers free

reports—which you’re entitled to, by law. But

here’s the catch: Your search results might not

drive you to the one legitimate Web site oper-

ated by the Federal Trade Commission.

Q: Which site allows access to free credit

reports without trying to sell unnecessary serv-

ices?

A: Go to annualcreditreport.com, which

was established after the Fair and Accurate

Credit Transactions Act of 2003 gave con-

sumers the right to obtain—once a year—a

free credit report from each of the big three

credit reporting agencies: Equifax, Experian,

and TransUnion. Or, you can call toll-free 877-

322-8228.

Q: What are some sites to stay away from?

A: The one most heavily advertised is

freecreditreport.com, the site our member vis-

ited! Other variations include freecreditre-

ports.com, freecreditreportsinstantly.com,

thefreecreditreportsource.com,

creditreport.com, creditreporting.com, and

nationalcreditreport.com.

Q: What’s the danger in going to the wrong

Web site to get your free credit report?

A: These sites hook you with offers of so-

called free credit reports while aggressively

marketing other services. Go to any site other

than annualcreditreport.com and you may

wind up paying needlessly for services you

don’t want. Or, you could pay $75 for a credit

score that otherwise costs $8 to $12. In one

example, a site advertised a “free credit report”

but failed to disclose adequately that, if you

signed up, you automatically would be

enrolled in a credit-monitoring program and

charged $79.95. Many disclosures are in fine

print and easy to overlook.

Q: Should I order the three annual free credit

reports all at once?

A: You can order them all at the same

time. A better strategy is to stagger your

requests throughout the year. Order a free

report from one agency, then wait four months

and order a report from a different agency, then

wait another four months and order the third

report. After a year, start the process over

again. That way, you’re more likely to detect

errors—or even fraudulent accounts set up in

your name—than if you wait a whole year to

look at all three of your reports.

With the significant role that credit plays

in our daily lives, don’t be fooled by the assort-

ment of fake offers that abound in this impor-

tant area. Follow the steps above or visit with

your financial institution as they may be only

to happy to help you.

Signature Series Flag 3’ x 5’ 
$43

$5 off with this coupon

Free 4 pack of Root Beer
with purchase of signature series flag only

Not valid with any other offer

Jim and Kathy Krupar of 3707 Dawning Ave. went beyond what was required when they

answered a code enforcement complaint. In addition to having the house painted, they also

added a family room, rebuilt the front porch and extended the back deck!  Finding a depend-

able, qualified painting contractor took time and patience, but from the looks of the work, it

was well worth it. Jim and Kathy have owned the home for 29 years. OBCDC hopes that

more residents will be willing to invest in improvements that beautify their homes.  

Before After

Photos by Sheila Quealy-Walter

Old Brooklyn artist Jim Ptacek (right) has once again teamed up with local businessman Don

Workman (left) to provide a selection of Cleveland area prints and Christmas cards for the hol-

iday season. The prints consist of local landmarks such as stadiums, ballparks, downtown sky-

line, lighthouses, high schools, etc. The Christmas cards are a collection of 20 years of limited

edition cards, each signed and numbered by Ptacek. Shop Ameriflag for your gift giving needs.

Tax Incentives Assistance Project (TIAP)

We’ve had a stunning autumn; however

the cold of winter – and associated heating

costs – have now arrived.   Those of us who

have not yet replaced our exterior heat-related

items may still be eligible for federal tax cred-

its through December 31, 2010.    

Thanks to the passage of a congressional

stimulus package known as The American

Recovery and Reinvestment Act (February 17,

2009), existing homes are eligible for a variety

of home maintenance upgrades worth 30% of

the cost of materials and equipment.  There is a

maximum credit of $1,500 per home and labor

costs are not included.  

What’s eligible for tax credit!
n Insulation: Meets the 2009 International

Energy Conservation Code (and IECC) specifi-

cations;
n Replacement Windows, skylights and

exterior doors: below a 0.30 U factor and a

Solar Heat Gain Coefficient (SHGC) of 0.30;
n Selected window films  which meet the

“qualifying insulation systems” guidelines;
n Selected pigmented metal or a asphalt

roofs with cooling granules;
n Sealing cracks in building shell:  Meet

2009 IECC;
n Furnaces (gas and propane): Meet Annual

Fuel Use Efficiency (AFUE) 95 or higher;  
n Boilers (oil and propane):  Meet AFUE of

90 or better;
n Air Conditioning units: requires a Seasonal

Energy Efficiency Ratio (SEER) of 16;
n Water Heaters (gas or propane): Energy

factor of at least 0.82 or thermal efficiency of

at least 90%;
n Water Heaters (heat pump): Energy factor

of at least 2.0.

The International Energy Conservation

Code (IECC) is used to ensure the buildings

are designed with energy efficiently in mind

based on their climate zones.  All of the

upgrades and repairs must meet the

International Energy Conservation Code

(IECC) specifications listed above.  Good con-

tractors are familiar with these require-

ments; be sure to get it in writing that their

materials meet these codes.   If you plan to

do your own repairs, make sure you get

written confirmation that your repair items

meet the codes.

Specifications details are available in easy-to

understand language at http://www.energy-

codes.gov  

Were you hoping to get a 2009 tax credit,

but couldn’t get scheduled until 2010? If you

pay for the work this year, you may declare this

payment on your 2009 Federal tax form.

Remember, there is a $1,500 cap for materials

only – not the labor.   

Interested in more details? 
Check the following websites:

National Fenestration Rating Counsel

(windows)   

http://www.nfrc.org/codesinfo.aspx   

Tax Assistance Project

http://energytaxincentives.org/consumers/insu-

lation_etc.php

IECC Climate details

http://reca-codes.org/pages/iecc2009.html 

Solar Heat

http://www.energycodes.gov/support/shgc_faq

.stm

Disclaimer The OBN is trusting the aforemen-

tioned website’s accuracy but cannot guaran-

tee or take  responsibilty for its content.
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by Lynette Filips
lynettef@oldbrooklyn.com

"Year of the (Cuyahoga) River" concludes this month

216-351-2106

Schedule service at your home or business.

We provide quality, dependable

pest-control service.

Or visit our do-it-yourself store.

from
Speed Exterminating

4141 Pearl Rd.  

1 block north of Broadview Rd.

Not a creature was stirring
not even a mouse ...

Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year

Church closing/merging process moves 
along here and throughout the Diocese

Chronicling the same events can often

take on different slants depending on the view-

point of who’s doing the reporting.  The secu-

lar press has been writing about the reactions

of parishioners at church closings where

extreme anger has pervaded, and the Catholic

press has been writing about the joyful

“Coming Together” of Catholics from closed

parishes as they’ve formed new parishes or

joined existing ones. 

For more than a year now, the Old

Brooklyn News, too, has been trying to present

a balanced view about what’s going on, both

with the buildings and in the hearts of

Catholics thus affected across the Diocese of

Cleveland.

Since last month’s issue was published,

six more Roman Catholic parishes have closed

— St. John the Baptist in Akron, St. Margaret

of Hungary in Orange, Holy Trinity in Bedford

Hts., St. Mary in Bedford, St. Paul in Euclid

and Christ the King in Akron.  That brings to

twenty-five the number of parishes already

closed during the 3-1/2 year episcopate of

Bishop Richard Lennon.  Dozens of additional

northern Ohio parishes will also be off the map

by the end of June, 2010.

The potential ramifications of this situa-

tion are so far-reaching that even the City of

Cleveland has become involved.  On Tuesday,

November 10th, Old Brooklyn Community

Development Corporation (OBCDC) execu-

tive director Robyn Sandys attended a meeting

at City Hall with other Cleveland CDC direc-

tors whose neighborhoods have been/will be

touched by the church closings. 

In alphabetical order, the conveners of the

City Hall meeting were:  Robert Brown,

Director, City Planning Commission; Kevin

Burke, Associate General Counsel, Diocese of

Cleveland; Colleen Gilson, Executive Director,

Cleveland Neighborhood Development

Coalition; John Maimone, Finance Officer,

Catholic Diocese of Cleveland; Ken Silliman,

Chief of Staff, Mayor Frank Jackson’s Office;

and Chris Warren, Chief of Regional

Development, Mayor Frank Jackson’s Office.

The meeting’s purpose was to let the

CDCs know that the Diocese is interested in

working with them and the community regard-

ing the churches that will be sold after they are

vacated.  They have hired three commercial

real estate firms to handle the sale of the empty

buildings — Chartwell Group, CB Richard

Ellis and Grubb and Ellis. 

Because the Diocese is interested in cre-

ative and innovative solutions and ideas, last

month’s meeting was possibly only the first of

many to address the topic of what the vacant

church buildings will mean for Cleveland’s

neighborhoods. 

At least one nearby building, the former

St. Procop convent at Fulton Rd., is already

accounted for.  Bishop Richard Lennon has

donated it to the Community Service Alliance

(CSA), which has operated a housing program

known as Procop House there for the past five

years. 

A parent organization which assists men

moving out of homelessness into self-suffi-

ciency, CSA is actively involved with job

placements (22 thus far in 2009) in the local

community.  Annually, the forty to fifty men

housed at Procop House participate in employ-

ment training and community service while

learning the skills they need to break the cycle

they’ve been in. 

St. Procop Parish closed on August 30,

2009.  Keeping the Procop House segment of

the facility open, however, is consistent with

the Catholic social teaching of reaching out to

those in need. 

CSA is launching a capital campaign for a

new roof, a boiler and other immediate needs at

the St. Procop site.  Contact CSA’s Jeff Nichols

at 440-315-6301 or jeff@comservealliance.org

for more information.

Closer to home, St. Barbara Church has

informed us that the documentation associated

with their appeal to the Vatican was sent to the

Congregation of the Clergy in Washington,

D.C. in mid-November.  The coordinator of the

effort, Michael Minich, subsequently received

word that it had been received, and that a copy

of it had been put in the pouch with other

important correspondence and forwarded to

Rome.

At Corpus Christi and Our Lady of

Good Counsel (OLGC) Churches, the

processes described in last month’s OBN re:

choosing a name for the merged parish is

underway.  From the names suggested as pos-

sibilities, adult parishioners were able to vote

for up to the six they considered to be the best

choices.  After the Naming Committee tabu-

lates those votes, the most popular ones will be

submitted to Bishop Lennon, who will make

the final decision. 

On the same weekend that they were vot-

ing for a new name, OLGC parishioners also

received a visit from Fr. Anthony Angelo, the

Provincial of the Cincinnati Province of the

Missionaries of the Precious Blood (CPPS).

He preached at all the Masses, delivering a dif-

ficult homily with the not-totally-surprising

news that when Our Lady of Good Counsel

Church closes in April, Precious Blood priests

will no longer be staffing the newly-formed

parish which will gather there. 

At the beginning of the millennium, the

CPPS had committed their continued service

(based on the number and ages of the priests in

their Order) to serve at OLGC through at least

2014.  But the restructuring of the Diocese has

forced them to rethink that commitment and

return the care of the OLGC flock to Diocesan

priests.  

The CPPS had ministered at OLGC for

over 100 years, having come to Brooklyn

Township at a time when this was a German-

speaking neighborhood.

No doubt Christmas services at numerous

parishes this year will be ones to remember;

some will know it’s their last, and some will

still be wondering

by Lynette Filips
lynettef@oldbrooklyn.com

The year which is about to end, 2009, has

been designated the "Year of the River", and

although the Old Brooklyn News has given

some coverage to community events which

were part of that recognition (e.g., last sum-

mer's Riversweep, River Day and

Brookstock), not once during the past twelve

months did we devote an article exclusively to

the Cuyahoga, what the designation means

and/or why 2009 was the “Year of the River”.  

So this month, with just a few weeks left in

the year, we'll attempt to address all three

issues.

Anyone who had any awareness of the City

of Cleveland in 1969 most likely knows that

July 22nd was the day that the Cuyahoga

River caught fire and thereby gained nation-

wide notoriety for our city.  A bit of molten

steel had splashed from a railroad car which

was crossing a bridge over the River.  When it

landed on a slick of industrial waste floating

on the Cuyahoga's surface, the slick caught

fire.

It wasn't the first fire on the Cuyahoga (or

on any river which passed through an industri-

alized area), nor was it

the worst fire the

Cuyahoga ever experi-

enced.  Reportedly, the

Cuyahoga had caught

fire at least thirteen

times since 1868.  A

1912 fire, for instance,

killed five dock work-

ers when the blaze

spread to nearby ship-

yards, and the worst

one, in 1952, caused

an estimated $1.5 mil-

lion in damage to boats

and a riverfront office.  

But the world in

those years was not as ecologically conscious

as the world of 1969 was.  Before, the empha-

sis in newspaper reports had been on the rail-

road trestles the fires damaged, not the unac-

ceptable quality of the water which allowed

the fire to happen in the first place.

In 1969, however, Cleveland Mayor Carl

Stokes didn't see it the way previous genera-

tions had. The day after the fire, he announced

that he was filing a formal complaint with the

State of Ohio, claiming that a clean river was

beyond the City's control.  Ohio's response

was that a dirty river was the fault of a failing

City sewer system. The City replied that they

couldn't fully upgrade the sewers unless the

State supplied more money to help them.  But

there was no State income tax in Ohio in those

days, and the requested help from the State

never arrived.

Cleveland voters approved a $100 million

bond issue in November 1968 to upgrade the

City's sewer system, but the real help for the

Cuyahoga River came in 1972 when the feder-

al government enacted the Clean Water Act.

Supported by U.S. Rep. Louis Stokes, the

brother of Cleveland's mayor, it demanded that

all waterways eventually become "fishable

and swimmable."

The 1969 fire on the Cuyahoga River also

contributed to the establishment of Earth Day,

the enactment of the Great Lakes Water

Quality Agreement, and the creation of the

federal Environmental Protection Agency

(EPA) and the Ohio Environmental Protection

Agency (OEPA). 

In December 1970, the cover story of the

National Geographic magazine was "Our

Ecological Crisis";  Cleveland's own

Cuyahoga River was one of the streams fea-

tured in it.

To give a better picture of the Cuyahoga

River, here’s the description of a Cleveland

section  from a 1968 symposium sponsored at

Kent State University  (It's no wonder that the

segment of the

Cuyahoga  between

Akron and Cleveland

was totally devoid of

fish!)  

The surface is cov-

ered with the brown

oily film observed

upstream as far as the

Southerly Plant efflu-

ent. In addition, large

quantities of black

heavy oil floating in

slicks, sometimes sev-

eral inches thick, are

observed frequently.

Debris and trash are

commonly caught up in

these slicks forming an unsightly floating

mess. Anaerobic action is common as the dis-

solved oxygen is seldom above a fraction of a

part per million. The discharge of cooling

water increases the temperature by 10 to 15°F.

The velocity is negligible, and sludge accumu-

lates on the bottom. Animal life does not exist.

Only the algae Oscillatoria grows along the

piers above the water line.  The color changes

from gray-brown to rusty brown as the river

proceeds downstream. Transparency is less

than 0.5 feet in this reach. This entire reach is

grossly polluted. 

From a river thus described, in 1998 the

Cuyahoga went on to be designated as one of

fourteen Heritage Rivers in America; 44

species of fish inhabit its waters as it flows

100 miles through Geauga (its source),

Portage, Summit and Cuyahoga (its mouth)

Counties.

Parks and recreational areas have devel-

oped around many of the Cuyahoga's tributar-

ies.  In Cuyahoga County, the names are

familiar -- Big Creek, West Creek, Mill Creek,

Tinkers Creek and Chippewa Creek.  Other

Cuyahoga County tributaries of the Cuyahoga

River include Old River, Kingsbury Run,

Morgan Run, Burk Branch and Furnace Run.

The Iroquois Indians who named our

Crooked River would no doubt approve of the

strides ecologists have made in the past forty

years, but although the River is much

improved, it’s still not in optimum condition.

Organizers of

The Year of the

River recognize

that there's more to

be done before the

fiftieth anniversary

of our famous

burning river, but

wanted to continue

to raise public

awareness with

this celebration

along the way. 

Cuyahoga River Fire Nov. 3, 1952. Courtesy

of Cleveland Press Collection at Cleveland

State University Library.
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F A M I L Y  F U N !
Cleveland Metroparks Garfield Park 
Nature Center 11350 Broadway Ave.

216-341-3152 

Folktale Theater- Sun., Dec. 20th, 2 - 4 pm.
Sit by the fire & hear folktales from around the
world about the winter season. Call to register.

Cleveland Metroparks 
Winter Recreation Fun

Enjoy sledding, cross-country skiing, ice fish-
ing & ice skating at various locations. Use cau-
tion & proper equipment; use the area only
when proper weather/snow-ice conditions
exist.  Call any park district facility, 216-635-
3200, or visit www.clevelandmetroparks.com.

Cleveland Metroparks Zoo 
3900 Wildlife Way   216-661-6500

clemetzoo.com
Zoo closed Fri., Dec. 25th & Fri., Jan. 1st.

Breakfast with Santa - Sat., & Sun., Dec. 5th,
6th, 12th & 13th, 8 am; $22.50 per person;
$18.50 for kids 3 - 11;  free for kids under 2.
Includes meal, holiday crafts for kids, a visit
with Santa, Get Close Animal Encounters.
Registration required; call 216-635-3300.

December Days - Dec. 21st - 24th & 26th -
30th; 11 am - 3 pm. Reduced Zoo admission -
$6,  adults; $4, ages 2 - 11; free for children
under two & Zoo members. December Days
activities included with Zoo admission.

Noon Year’s Eve - Thurs., Dec. 31st, 10 am -
1 pm. Family-friendly event includes crafts for
kids, live animal shows, an alcohol-free toast
& ball drop at noon. 

Reduced Winter Admission - now thru
March 31st for Zoo & RainForest. Adult
admission, $7;  children  2 - 11, $5;  under two
& Zoo members, free. 

Rocky River Nature Center/Frostville Museum
Rocky River Reservation  24000 Valley
Pkwy.,  North Olmsted   440-734-6660

Holiday Songs - Sat., Dec. 19th, 7:30 pm.
Hank Mallery & Foster Brown roll through a
variety of classic & original holiday songs.

Recycled Paper Craft Gift Boxes - Sun., Dec.
20th, 2 - 4 pm. Learn how to recycle 2009 cal-
endars by fold pages into colorful gift boxes
Materials provided, but bring an old calendar if
you have one. 

Cleveland Museum of Natural History 
1 Wade Oval Dr.   216-231-4600

www.cmnh.org

Museum - Mon. – Sat., 10 am – 5 pm; Wed. to
10 pm; Sun., noon – 5 pm.  $9, adults; $7, ages
7-18, college students with IDs & seniors 60
yrs. or older; $6, children ages 3-6;  free for
age 2 & under.  Wed. evening admission,  $5
after 5 pm;  Tues. & Thurs., 3-5 pm,  children
12 & under  admitted free. 

Cuyahoga National Valley Park
Canal Visitor Center, 7104 Canal Rd, 

intersection of Canal & Hillside Rds, Valley View.

Year round, daily, 10 am - 4 pm;  Free

Cuyahoga Valley Senic Railroad (CVSR),
Rockside Station, 7900 Old Rockside Rd.

800-468-4070  www.dayinthevalley.com

Mr. Jingeling’s Holiday Express - Sat. &
Sun., Dec. 5th, 6th, 12th & 13th Rockside
Station, 10 am  Train ride with legendary holi-
day character. Tickets: $20, adults; $12, chil-
dren ages 3 - 12. Call to register.

Peninsula Explorer - Sat., Dec. 5th & 12th &
Sun., Dec. 6th & 13th, 10 am & 1:30 pm. Ride
the rails, take a hike along the Towpath Trail,
explore the Village of Peninsula, have lunch or
go shopping. Tickets: $15, adults; $10, chil-
dren age 3 – 12. Call to register.

Christmas Tree Adventure - Sat., & Sun.,
until Dec. 13th. Rockside Station, 10 am.  Ride
to Peninsula & Heritage Farms to select & cut
a Christmas tree. (Tree cost not included in
train ticket.) Tickets: $28, adults;  $14, children
age 3 – 12.  Call to register.

Cleveland Public Library, Brooklyn 
3706 Pearl Rd.   216-623-6920

Play and Learn! – Every Fri., 10-11 am.  Join
other caregivers & toddlers; have fun with
books & learning toys.

Preschool Story Time – Every Fri., 11–11:30
am.. Stories & songs for children ages 3-5. Call
for specific program requests/more info. 

Cleveland Public Library, South Brooklyn
4303 Pearl Rd.   216-623-7067

Children's Winter Craft - Thurs., Dec. 17th,
3:30 pm.

Preschool Storytime - Every Tues., 10:30 - 11
am.  Interactive stories, rhymes, songs & other
activities for children ages 3-5. Call to register.

Play and Learn! - Every Thurs., 11- 12 pm.
Join other caregivers & toddlers. Have fun with
a variety of books & learning toys & make new
friends.  Call to register.

Hale Farm & Village 
2686 Oak Hill Rd, Bath, Oh
330-666-3711  www.wrhs.org

Holiday Lantern Tours - Fri., Dec. 11th &
Sat., Dec. 12th, Thurs., Dec. 17th; Fri., Dec.
18th, Sat., Dec. 19th;  Sun., Dec. 20th; Mon.,
Dec. 21st; Tues., Dec. 22nd; Wed. Dec. 23rd.
Experience the early 19th century. Admission:

Art House
3119 Denison Ave., 216-398-8556 

www.arthouseinc.org.
All Ages Family Open Studios - 3rd Sat of
every month; 1- 3 pm.  Make individual pieces
or family art works. Each month has a theme;
Art House provides the materials. Children
must be accompanied by an adult. Visit web-
site for more info or other programs.

Brooklyn Memorial UMC
2607 Archwood Ave.

Brooklyn Centre Naturalists kids classes -
Every Sat., 10:30 am - 12:30 pm. Children age
10 & older. Each week children  explore nature
through art, music & science.  Activities
include nature walks, building bird feeders &
houses, painting & drawing, making rain sticks
& drums & much more.  Call 216-351-0254
for more info.

Children’s Museum of Cleveland
10730 Euclid Ave.   216-791-5437

www.clevelandchildrensmuseum.org
Hours: Mon. - Sun.,  10 am - 5 pm. Exhibit
areas close 15 min. prior to Museum closing.
Cost - $7, children age 1 - 12;  $6, adults &
children 13 & over;  free, under 11 months.
Child-Only Gift Making  Workshop:
Recycled Paper Mache Bowls & Decorative
Gifts - Sun., Dec. 13th, 12:30 - 1:30 pm.
Registration & fee required. 

"Cooking with Kids: Holiday Cookies"
Family Workshop - Sat., Dec. 19th, 12:30 -
1:30 pm.  Registration  & fee required. 

5th Annual New Year's at Noon Celebration
- Thurs., Dec. 31st, 10 - 2 pm. Advance tickets
required; $10, members; $15, non-members;
free, age 3 & under.

Christmas at the Farm - Stearns Homestead,
6975 Ridge Rd., Parma    440-845-9770

Old-fashioned Christmas, Sat. & Sun., Dec.
5 & 6, noon - 4 pm. Entertainment, refresh-
ments & vintage decorations in two museums
& meeting cabin. Gifts & bakery items avail-
able from Country Store. Visit with Mr. & Mrs.
Claus. All proceeds  benefit Stearns
Homestead educational & historical programs.

City of Brooklyn
Old-Fashioned Holiday Gathering - Sun.,
Dec. 6th, 3 - 6 pm, Brooklyn Senior-Community
Center.  Holiday crafts for children, local choirs
& holiday music, cookies & refreshments. 

Santa & his helpers visit the streets of
Brooklyn handing out candy canes - Sat., Dec.
12th, south of Biddulph;  Sun., Dec. 13th, north
of Biddulph;  noon - 5 pm.

Cleveland Botanical Garden
11030 East Blvd.   216-721-1600

www.cbgarden.org

WinterShow - now thru- Sun., Jan. 3rd; Tues.
- Sat., 10 am - 5 pm; Sun., noon - 5 pm.
Admission: adults, $7.50; children 3 - 12, $3;
members & children under 3, free. Outdoor
skating on Wade Oval, a big sparkling tree,
model trains, gingerbread houses, window dis-
plays depicting winter scenes, festive holiday
flowers in Eleanor Armstrong Smith
Glasshouse, gifts for everyone in the Garden
store, food, cookies, hot chocolate.

Cleveland Metroparks Chalet
Valley Parkway, Mill Stream Run 

Strongsville  440-572-9990

Tobogganing - now thru Feb.; Fri., 6 - 10:30
pm;  Sat., noon - 10:30 pm;  Sun., noon - 5 pm.
Cost - $8, adults;  $6, children ages 11 &
under.  One time ride tickets - $3.  Season
passes - $35, adults; $25, children 11 & under.
Family pass (up to four ), $100. 20% off  sea-
son passes if purchased before Dec. 24th.  Call
for holiday hours.

1 Bedroom $494 - $560

2 Bedrooms $608 - $689

INCLUDES

Call (216) 398-4430   TTY 800-750-7300
for more information

SMC MANAGEMENT CO.     Office Hours: Mon - Fri 9-5 

Valley Road Villa Senior Citizens
Apartment

Some applications avai lable  for immediate rental .
Others taken for wait ing l ist .         

4146 Valley Road

Section 8 available

lAll Utilities l Carpeting l Electric Range l Refrigerator l Beauty Shop

l Visiting Nurse Monthly l Party & Game Rooms l Cable Available

l Library l Planned Social Activities l Pets Allowed

Season’s  Greetings from
Our Family to Yours!

Auto-Owners Insurance

Life l Home l Car l Business
The No Problem People

3505 East Royalton Rd. Broadview Hts. Ohio  44147

(440)526-5700  

oin our family of satisfied customers. As an independent agency, we tailor the  

best insurance protection at competitive prices. We represent only the finest

insurance companies, like Auto-Owners. The “No Problem” People. 

Ask us about the many other advantages of doing business with an

independent insurance agency.

 Beck Center of the Arts
17801 Detroit Ave. 216-521-2540

www.beckcenter.org
“Peter Pan”

Now thru Sun., Jan. 3rd; Fri. 7:30 pm; Sat,
2:30 & 7:30 pm; Every Sun., 2:30 pm & on
Sun., Dec. 27th & Jan. 3rd, also at 7:30 pm.
Tickets: $28, adults; $25, seniors; $17, students
22 & under with ID; $10, children 12 & under.
Call to reserve tickets.

Cassidy Theatre of Greenbriar Commons 
6200 Pearl Rd.    440-842-4600

www.cassidytheatre.com
Call for reservations, Mon., Tues., Thurs. &
Fri. between 10 am & 3 pm.

“A Winnie the Pooh Christmas Tail”
Cassidy Youth  Theatre - Sat., Dec. 12th, 11
am & 2 pm. After the show children can visit
Santa Claus. Tickets: $10 each.

“The Nutcracker”
Mainstage - Fri. & Sat., Dec. 11th & 12th;
Thurs. - Sat., Dec. 17th - 19th, 8 pm;  Sun., Dec.
13th & 20th, 3 pm. Tickets: $20, adults; $15,
students/seniors; $10, children 10 & under.

Cleveland Public Theatre 
6415 Detroit Ave.    216-631-2727

www.cptonline.org 
“The Santaland Diaries”

James Levin Theatre - now thru Sat., Dec.
19th;  Fri. & Sat, 7:30 pm; Sun., 3 pm; Tickets:
stadium seating -- $24, except certain Wed. &
Thurs. when they are reduced to $10; table
seating-- $30, Fri. & Sat.; $16, Wed. & Thurs.

“Browns Rules”
Gordon Square - now thru Dec. 13th; Fri. &
Sat.,7 pm;  Sun., Dec.13th, 3 pm. Tickets: sta-
dium seating -- $22; table seating -- $33.

Liminis Theatre
2438 Scranton Rd. 

216-687-0074
(one block west of Lincoln Park 

in the historic Tremont neighborhood)

“Ouroboros”
Now thru Sat., Dec. 19th;
Thurs, Fri. & Sat., 8 pm.
Tickets: $15, adults;  $12, sen-
iors/students.

Near West Theatre 
St. Patrick's Club Building

3606 Bridge Ave.    216-961-9750 
www.nearwesttheatre.org

“The WIZ”
Now thru  Sun., Dec. 6th.  Thurs., Fri., Sat,
7:30 pm; Sun., 3 pm.  Tickets: $8, adults; $6,
children 12 years & under.  Old Brooklyn stu-
dents Johany Andino, Yvonne Bryant, Alana &
Olivia Jarrell and Andy, Ben & Grace
Schumann are among the 45 actors/actresses in
this show.

Playhouse Square Center
1501 Euclid Ave. 

216-241-6000  www.playhousesquare.com
“Wicked” -- now thru Dec. 13th. Wed, Thurs,
& Fri, 8 pm; Sat, 5 & 9 pm; Sun, 2 pm.
Tickets: $10 - $35.

“A Christmas Carol”
Great Lakes Theater Festival performs at
the Ohio Theater - now thru Wed., Dec 23rd;
Fri., 7:30 pm; Sat., 1:30 & 7:30 pm; Sun., 3  &
7:30 pm. Tickets: $28 - $59.

“The Nutcracker and the Mouse King”
Royal Winnipeg Ballet performs at the Allen
Theatre - Thurs., Dec. 10th - Sun., Dec 13th.
Thurs. & Fri., 7 pm; Sat., 1 & 7 pm; Sun., 1
pm. Tickets: $10 - $75.

Too  many other touring single night per-
formances and shows to list in detail.

Visit Playhouse Square website for more enter-
tainment options. Also look for “Smart Seat”
icons;  some shows have limited number of
high balcony seats for $10 each & (new this
season) first floor seats for $20 (plus handling
charge). 

THEATER NOTES

$15, WRHS members; $18,non-members;
group rates  available for 15 or more. Call to
register or for more info.

PlayhouseSquare Idea Center® 
1375 Euclid Ave.  

PlayhouseSquare’s Annual Tinsel Town
Holiday Celebration - Sat., Dec. 12th, 3 - 5
pm, immediately following the 1 pm perform-
ance of The Nutcracker.  Holiday crafts, pic-
tures with Santa, cookie decorating, a hot
chocolate bar & snacks.  Tickets; $8, adults;
$14, children; $40, family four-packs.
Purchase tickets  online at playhousesquare.
org/tinseltown or by phone -- Carrie Balchak at
216-771-4444, ext. 3247. Tickets for The
Nutcracker may be added to any Tinsel Town
ticket package for an additional cost.

University Circle
www.universitycircle.org

The Rink at Wade Oval - now thru Dec 20th;
Fri & Sat, noon -7 pm; Sun, noon - 5 pm. Bring
own skates or rent them for $3; hot cocoa
available.  Call 216-707-5033 for daily info.
Holiday CircleFest - celebrating 16 years on
Sun., Dec. 6th, 1 - 7 pm; activities, 1 - 5:30 pm;
Cleveland Museum of Art’s Winter Lights
Lantern Procession on Wade Oval, 5:30 pm.
The (ice) Rink at Wade Oval open 1 - 7 pm.
Annual event kicks off holiday season by
bringing together more than a dozen University
Circle museums, gardens, galleries, churches
& schools for a free day of music, activities &
shopping.  Many University Circle institutions
offer free or paid parking the day of the event.
University Circle Inc. provides free shuttle bus
service between the day's many activities.



LUTHERAN

Our Lady of Good Counsel Church
4423 Pearl Rd.  Phone: 216-749-2323
Pastor: Fr. LeRoy J. Moreeuw, C.PP.S.
Masses: Sat. 4:30 pm;  Sun., 8:30 & 11am
Weekday Masses: Mon.-Sat., 8 am
School Phone: 216-741-3685

Church of St. Leo The Great
4940 Broadview Rd. Phone: 216-661-1006
Pastor: Fr. Russ Lowe
Masses: Sat., 4 pm. Sun., 8  am, 10 am & 12 noon

Saint Barbara Church
1505 Denison Ave. Phone: 216-741-2067
Administrator: Fr. Lucjan Stokowski. Masses:
Sat., 4:30 pm;  Sun., 9 am, 11am (Polish)

Corpus Christi Church
5204 Northcliff Ave.,  Phone: 216-351-8738
Pastor: Fr. Russell Lowe   
Masses:  Sat., 4:30 pm; Sun., 10 am.
Weekday Mass: Mon. & Wed., 9 am. 

ROMAN CATHOLIC 

BAPTIST

ANGLICAN

CHARISMATIC

EVANGELICAL

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Circle of Inner Light Spiritual Community
4815 Broadview Rd. Swedenborg Chapel.
216-398-7743. Ministers, Rev. Virginia Collins
Spiritualist services, prayer & healing circle, study
classes, ceremonies (marriage, memorial, etc.) Life
coaching, Yoga. www.circleofinnerlight.com
LTeacherforlife@aol.com

Church of the Four Winds
4316 Pearl Rd. Pastor Leslie Elston, 216-659-
9957. Worship service, (Sabbath) Sat., 12
noon. Every 3rd Fri.; 7pm. Shabbat. celebration,
teaching, fellowship
http://churchofthefourwinds.org

UNITED METHODIST

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Sponsored by the GREATER BROOKLYN MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION. If your Church would like to be included in this ad or changes in this ad are desired, PLEASE CALL (44O)845-5128

PRESBYTERIAN

Broadview Baptist Church
4505 Broadview  Rd. Pastor: Rev. Brent
Richards, Asst. Pastor: Dr. John Wood.
Phone 216-351-8414 or 216-431-3515. Sun.
School: 9:45 am. Sun. Worship: 11 am. Wed.
Night Bible Study: 7 pm
http://broadview-baptist-church.org
website: broadview-baptist-church.org

Westside Anglican Fellowship
2607 Archwood Ave. (Worship Brooklyn Memorial UMC)
Father David Smith, Jr. Holy communion,
Sun., 1 pm. Coffee fellowship following serv-
ice. 440-871-6201 (St. Barnabas office)
ww.clevelandAnglican.com

Bethel Free Will Baptist Church
3354 Fulton  Rd.   Phone:  216-631-9199
Rev. Freddie Ray, 216-355-2137. Sun.
School: 9:30 am Service: 10:30 am, Sun.
evening service: 6 pm. Thurs. evening Bible
Study, 7 pm. Good gospel singing & preach-
ing

Harmony Baptist Church
4020 Ridge Rd., Brooklyn, Pastor: David
Wojnarowski. Phone. 216-351-3740
Sunday Worship: 11am & 6 pm.
Sunday School: 9:45 am; Wed. Prayer 7 pm

Grace Church
Sunday Worship: 10:00 am. (Cafe Oasis following)
2503 Broadview Rd. & W. 28th St. 
Phone: 216-661-821  cont’d
cont’d
Email: Grace.Church@graceoldbrooklyn.org
Pastor: Jeff Doeringer & Charlie Collier

Brooklyn Memorial UMC
2607 Archwood Ave. Phone: 216-459-1450
Pastor: Rev. Pamela Buzalka
Sun. Worship: 10:45 am. Sun. school 10 am
Tues., Weekday wonders bible study, 11 am.
Everyone welcome!

Pearl Rd. United Methodist Church
4200 Pearl Rd.  Phone: 216-661-5642
Pastor: Rev. Paul Wilson
Sunday Worship & Sunday School: 10 am
Adult Study & Coffee Hour: 11 am
Free hunger meal Thursdays: 6 pm
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/pearl-road-umc

Swedenborg Chapel 
A New Christianity 4815 Broadview Rd,
Phone: 216-351-8093
Pastor: Rev. Junchol Lee
Sunday Worship: 11am 
Adult Bible (non-denominational): Sun.,10 am
Non-Denomination Weddings- 216-351-8093
A Warm Welcome Awaits You.

SWENDENBORGIAN

Our Churches Welcome You

St. Mary’s Church
Corner Broadview & Wexford, Parma
Pastor: Rev. Roman Misiewicz
Phone: 216-741-8154
Sunday Masses: 9 am English, 11 am Polish
Sunday School: 10:00 am

POLISH NAT’L CATHOLIC

Archwood U.C.C.
2800 Archwood Ave. Phone: 216-351-1060
Rev. Stephen Adams, Interim Pastor 
Sunday: 11 am (ASL Interpreted) Nursery
provided ages 1-5. Children's Sunday school
11:15 am Multicultural Open & Affirming.
www.archwooducc.org

Brooklyn Heights U.C.C.
Rev. Dr. Lee Holliday 
2005 W. Schaaf Rd.  Phone: 216-741-2280
Nursery with adult supervision 
Sunday Worship & Church School: 10 am

 Brooklyn Trinity U.C.C.
8720 Memphis Ave: Phone: 216-661-0227
Pastor: Rev. Robert Z. Lahr
Sunday School & Worship: 10:30 am

St. Luke’s U.C.C.
4216 Pearl Rd. (corner Memphis Ave.)
Phone: 216-351-4422
Pastor: Gerald Madasz
Sunday Worship: 10:15 am

BYZANTINE CATHOLIC

St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Church
4600 State Rd.   Phone: 216-741-7979
Pastor: Very Rev. Steven Koplinka
Father Deacon: Joseph Hnat, 216-233-4118.
Divine Liturgies: Sat. Vigil, 4 pm.; Sunday,
11 am; Holy days, 9 am. Crystal Chalet
Phone: 216-749-4504
School #: 216-749-7980 Pre-School #: 216-351-8121

Good News Ministires Church
3705 West 36th. (W. 36th & Mapledale Ave.)
Phone:216-398-4913
Pastor: Ernie Green. 
Sunday Worship, 11 am
TV - Tues. 6:30 pm. Ch.21- 9 pm Ch. 26.
Fri. 6:30 pm, Ch 21 Time Warner Channel.

Brooklyn Presbyterian Church (USA)
4308 Pearl Rd. at Spokane Ave. 

Dr. Martin Luther Ev. Lutheran Church
4470 Ridge Rd. Phone: 216-749-5585
Pastor David W. Bennett. Sunday worship,
Traditional service 9 am. Praise service
10:30 am. Sunday school, 10:30 am.
www.LutheransOnline.com/DMLChurch.

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church E.L.C.A.
5801 Memphis Ave.  Phone: 216-741-8230
Sunday Worship & Sunday School: 10 am.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Scranton & Seymour Ave. Phone: 216-781-9511
Pastor: Rev. Horst Hoyer & Rev. John Hoyer
German Worship: Sun. 9 am. English 10:30 am

Parma Evangelical Lutheran Church
5280 Broadview Rd. (North & Tuxedo Ave.)
Phone: 351-6376 Pastor: Donald E. Frantz II
Sunday Worship 10:20 am Sat. 5:15 pm. 
Sunday School: 9 - 10 am. Coffee, 8:30 

St. James Lutheran Church
4771 Broadview Rd.  Phone: 216-351-6499
Pastor: Paul W. Hoffman  Sun. Worship: 8 &
10:30 am / Sat. Serv: 5 pm. Sun School & Bible
Class: 9:15 am. Website: stjamescleve.com  

St. Marks Lutheran Church
4464 Pearl Rd.  Phone:   216-749-3545
Pastor: Richard E. Kurth. Sun. Worship: 10:15
am,  Sat. - 5 pm. Sun School & Adult Bible Study,
9 am. Elementary School: grades K - 8

Unity Lutheran Church
4542 Pearl Rd. - Phone: 216-741-2085
Rev. Peeter Pirn -  Worship Service: 9:30 am
Sun.School & Adult Study: 11am preschool/day
care 3-12 yrs. www.unity-lutheran.org

Institute Of Divine Metaphysical Research
4150 Pearl Rd.  Free Public Lectures.  
Phone: 216-398-6990  www.idmr.net 
Sun.: 11 am - 1 pm, Mon. & Wed.: 7-9 pm.  
All invited & encouraged to attend!

Kingdom Come Church Minsistry
2136 Broadview Rd. Phone: 216-526-5258
Pastor: Ronald D. Roy Sr. 216-269-6931
Sunday worship: 11 am.  Bible study, Thurs. 
7 pm. Experiencing god in His House
kcchurchministry.com

Palace of Praise
4274 Pearl Rd. Phone: 216-741-9322
Pastor: Rev. Joseph Terry
Sun, Worship: 10:30 am Wed Service: 7 pm.
Miracle Service: Fri., 7 pm

The Great Commission 
Christian Church

2339 Broadview Rd. Phone:216-269-0223
Pastors Lois & Kevin Wolf
Sun. morning worship 10:30 am. Tues. bible
study 7 pm. thurs. Ministry school 7 pm.

SENIOR NOTES CHURCH NOTES
Senior Citizen Resources (SCR)

(Must be 60 and over ) 216-749-5367
Bocce Ball - Tues., 9 am; Estabrook.

Book Club - Call 216-749-5367 to register.

Chair Exercise - Tues., Wed., Thurs., 11:30
am; Estabrook. 

Chair Volleyball - Deaconess-Krafft; Fri.,
10:45 am. Estabrook; Wed. & Thurs., 10:30
am; 

Craft Classes  - Tues. & Thurs. 9:30 - 11:30
am; Deaconess-Krafft.

Crochet Klatch - Tues., 9:30 - 11:30 am;
Estabrook. 

MetroHealth Lite & Easy Exercise - Mon.,
Wed. & Fri., 9:30 - 10:30 am. Light exercise
class with a certified fitness instructor; $2 per
class; Estabrook.

“SCR Strollers” - Walking group, Tues., 10
am; meet at Estabrook.

Corn Hole - Tues., 9:45 am; Estabrook.

Fun & Games
Canasta - Mon. & Wed., 12:30 pm;
Deaconess-Krafft.

Fruit Bingo - Mon., 11:30 am, Estabrook;
Wed., 10:30 am; Deaconess-Krafft.

Snack Bingo - Fri., 11:30 am; Estabrook.

Horse Racing for Fun - Fri., 10:30 am,
Deaconess-Krafft; Mon., 11am; Estabrook.

Pinochle Playing - Tues. & Fri., 12:15 pm;
Deaconess-Krafft.

Line Dancing - Tues., 1 pm; Deaconess-
Krafft.

For more info on the following call 
216-749-5367

Thursday, December 10th
A Night at the Cleveland Playhouse, “A
Christmas Story” - Cost: $37.50; call for more
info.  

Friday, December 11th
Tour of the Christmas Story House &
Museum - Cost: $6.50; call for more info.

Wednesday, January 6th
Presque IsleGambling Trip - Cost: $32; call
for more info.

The Cleveland Tree Assistance Program
for Seniors (CTAPS)

New city program for seniors 60 & over. In partner-
ship with the Department of Aging, Parks / Rec &
Properties & Community Dev. New short term pro-
gram to assist seniors with limited income with haz-
ardous tree & branch removal. Forms are online  at
www.city.cleveland.oh.us/CityofCleveland/Home/
Government/CityAgencies/Aging. Application can
be mailed, delivered or faxed to: Mary McNamara,
Cleveland Department of Aging, 75 Erieview Plaza,
2nd Fl. Cleveland, Ohio 44114. Fax, 216-664-2218.

MetroHealth’s/Macy’s Oasis Program

Due to the challenging economic time period

which we are currently experiencing, Oasis, a

learning program for individuals age 50 and

over, has announced that on December 31st,

2009, they will cease to offer their programs at

all their Cleveland locations, including the one

closest to Old Brooklyn in the  Macy’s

Department Store on W. Ridgewood  Dr. in

Parma.  Visit  www.oasisnet. org/cleveland for

more info.   

MetroHealth SeniorAdvantage
Individuals 55 years of age and older are invited to

join MetroHealth’s Senior Advantage program.

Among the many  benefits available to members

are $1 off parking in Metro’s parking garage, free

transportation to and from Metro appointments for

seniors lacking other means of transportation, 10%

discount in Metro’s cafeteria, and invitations to spe-

cial senior seminars and parties.  Call 957-2800 (a

direct line) for more information

Senior Living Guide
Provides professionals & consumers with

comprehensive & current information about

long term care resources & facilities.

Distributed quarterly. For a free copy, call

OBCDC, 216-459-1000.

Friday & Saturday December 4th & 5th

Holiday Bazaar, Crafts & Rummage Sale

St. Luke’s United Church of Christ, 4216 Pearl

Rd. (corner of Pearl & Memphis), Fri., Dec. 4th,

4 - 8 pm;  Sat., Dec. 5th,  9 am - 3 pm.  

Saturday, December 5th
Holiday Brunch with St. Nicholas & Santa

St. Mary Byzantine, 4600 State Rd., 10 am - 1

pm.  Pictures with St. Nicholas & Santa Claus.

All you can eat pancake & sausage brunch.

Prices -- adults, $7; children (10 & under), $5.

Call 216-749-7980 to reserve a seat.

Sunday, December  6th

Annual St. Nicholas Day Spaghetti Dinner

St. Malachi’s Parish Hall, 2459 Washington

Ave., 11 am - 5 pm; sponsored by St. Herman’s

House of Hospitality.  Entertainment, bake

sale, door prizes. Price: $7, adults; $6, seniors

(over 60); $5, children (under 10). All pro-

ceeds help pay St. Herman’s December utility

bills & other needs. Call Dan or Debbie, 440-

526-8465, to volunteer or for more info.

Wednesdays, December  9th& 16th

Advent Services

St. James Lutheran Church, 4771 Broadview

Rd., 10:30 am & 7 pm.  Luncheon after the

services;  everyone invited.

Saturday & Sunday, December 12th & 13th 

Annual Christmas Cookie Bake Sale
St. Mary’s Byzantine Catholic Church, 4600
State Rd., Sat., 5 - 6 pm;  Sun., noon - 1 pm.
Cookies, $5 per pound; containers provided.
Call school office, 216-749-7980, for more info. 

Tuesday, December 22nd
Widows & Widowers Luncheon

St. James Lutheran Church, 4771 Broadview
Rd., noon. Chopped steak, potato casserole,
garlic carrots, salads & desserts. Cost: $3 per
person. Contact church office, 216-351-6499,
to register. 

Thursday, December 24th

Two Christmas Eve Services & Carols

St. James Lutheran Church, 4771 Broadview

Rd. Services with Christmas carols. Family

service, 3 pm;  Celebration service, 7:30 pm.

Come early  for the carol sing. Candelighting

at both services during "Silent Night." All chil-

dren receive a special gift.

Friday, December 25th

Christmas Day Service

St. James Lutheran Church, 4771 Broadview

Rd., 10 am. Special Christmas vignette.

Everyone from the Old Brooklyn neighbor-

hood invited.
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As I see it...

by 

Pastor Jerry
Do you sense the change?  It starts

every year around the third week in
November.  A transition takes place within
the world and people seem to be “different.”

Children act differently toward their
parents, and parents see their children
through different eyes.  Smiles come easier;
there’s more patience and affection.  Society
is different too.  There’s greater tolerance
between rich and poor, black and white,
boss and employee, teacher and student.
Everyone is filled with good will and God’s
love.  For about thirty days, pursuits and
passions that keep our world spinning are
put into perspective.

So what causes this miraculous trans-
formation?  It’s not the dazzling lights and
decorations that fill the streets and shop
windows.  If that were it, our world would
be gaudy every day.  It’s not the falling
snow, family reunions, office parties or
brightly wrapped gifts.  It’s not even the
funny pointed trees, all decorated in so
many homes and businesses.

This vast difference in human hearts
has been transmitted over 2,000 years. In a
distant city, in a humble setting, a young vir-
gin gave birth to an infant.  That infant is the
difference.

His name is JESUS.

Jerry Madasz is the pastor of 

St. Luke’s United Church of Christ 
4216 Pearl Rd. 

(at the corner of Pearl & Memphis)

City View Bible Fellowship
Pastors Ken Dockery & Bill Taylor
Phone: 216-544-1684. www.cityview.org.
“Come study the Bible with us” Individual
or group studies. 

Phone: 216-741-8331 -   Rev. Adrienne Lloyd
Sun. Worship: 10:30 am. Sun. school 10:15 am
Parking at Busch Funeral Home 



GUTTERSGUTTERS

MONDE HOME IMPROVEMENT -

Seamless gutters/gutter toppers. Call John,

216-986-0600. 

HANDYMANHANDYMAN

HANDYMAN. Minor electrical & plumbing,

locks changed, concrete repairs, roof repair &

gutters, painting, drywall. Call Porter, 216-

326-9993, for free estimate.

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT

JOE GIGANTE & SONS - driveways, water-

proofing, basement remodeling, masonry,

garages, room additions, total home renova-

tion, light demolition, emergency sewer repair.

Residential/Commercial. Free estimates, sen-

ior discounts, Licensed, Bonded, Insured. Call

216-351-0000.

JOES COMPLETE HOME CARE - sewer &

foundation work, siding, windows, doors, roof-

ing, interior & exterior painting. All general

repairs & demolition. 20 yrs. experience, satis-

fation guaranteed. Call Joe at 440-342-0944.

OLD TYME RESTORATION. Home

Snowplowing. Home remodel & rehab.

Commercial storefront. Cabinet installation.

Painting, masonry, roofing, locks changed,

plumbing & electrical. Free chimney inspec-

tion. Chimney relining. No Job too small! 216-

318-0006.

INSURANCEINSURANCE

NATIONWIDE INSURANCE is now offer-

ing Auto, Home, Life, & Business insurance 

policies as low as $35 a month. Call a local

agent at 216-351-5700 today!!! 

LANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPING

CRAIGS SIMPLY TURF -Clean-ups lawn aer-

ation, lawn cutting, trimming, edging, shrub prun-

ing, free estimates, Senior discount. Call Craig

440-667-4311 cell or 440-845-5932 home.

APPLIANCE REPAPPLIANCE REPAIRAIR

METRO APPLIANCE REPAIR. Low serv-

ice charge, senior discounts all work guaran-

teed. Washers, dryers, ranges, refrigerators &

dishwashers. Call 216-741-4334.

AUTAUTO REPO REPAIRAIR

PARKWAY AUTOMOTIVE 4129 Pearl Rd.

at Henninger. Come see Earl now on Pearl.

216-741-0750

BABATHROOM REMODELERSTHROOM REMODELERS
CUSTOM BATHROOM REMODELING

by John Zitiello. Tile floor, tub surrounds, new

bathroom construction, GFI’s installed, vanity,

sinks, cabinets, counter tops, drywall. We also

do painting & remodeling. Fully insured, bond-

ed & licensed. Senior discount. Call 216-324-

JOHN (5646). 

DEMOLITION/HAULINGDEMOLITION/HAULING

HAULING - ALL TYPES. Garage demolition.

Call Richard’s, 216-661-7608.

ELECTRICIANELECTRICIAN

ELECTRICIAN FOR HIRE – Trouble-shooter.

Install outlets, fixtures, fans, switches & panels.

Reasonable, licensed. Call Dale, 216-883-8934.

ELECTRICAL - UPGRADES - New circuits.

Violations corrected. Panel - Sub panels. EL12170.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured. Free estimates. Call

Bill Stanton at 216-398-5306 or 216-392-4276.

EXTERIOR MAINTENANCEEXTERIOR MAINTENANCE

JOE OLDJAJOE OLDJA

WIND & ICE DAMAGE. Repairs & rebuild

chimney, steps, roofs, gutters, siding. All types

of brick & stone work. Free estimates. Call

440-243-2134. No Sunday calls. 

FIREWOODFIREWOOD

PICK UP OR DELIVERY - Call Richard’s,

216-661-7608.

MAIDS MAIDS AND CLEANINGAND CLEANING SERSERVICESVICES

INCREDIBLY CLEAN - Need help with

your holiday cleaning or decorating? Over

10 yrs. exp. Commercial & residential. One

time, by weekly, weekly & monthly. reason-

able rates. Call 216-351-0000 or 440-390-9134

PPAINTAINT & & ACCESSORIESACCESSORIES

ATTENTION Painting Contractors,

Building & Homeowners. Quality paint &

accessories. Large inventory as low as $5.99

per gallon. Name brand paint & hardware

closeouts. Wallpaper specials $2.99 a roll.

Located at 4199 Pearl Rd. @ Broadview. 216-

661-7446.

PPAINTINGAINTING

MAKKOS PAINTING & DECORATING.

Interior and Exterior painting - ceiling and dry-

wall repairs - staining - ceiling texturing - faux

finishes - quality work guaranteed - free esti-

mates, insured. Call Jeff Makkos, 216-661-8234.

PLUMBINGPLUMBING

A1 AFFORDABLE PLUMBING. All plumb-

ing problems.  Water heaters, gas lines, sewers

& drains.  216-688-1288.

SERVICE DIRECTORY& CLASSIFIED

HELPHELP WWANTEDANTED

Have you sold newspaper or magazine adver-

tising before and did you enjoy it?  The Old

Brooklyn News is looking for a contract sales

rep to sell advertising in this monthly publica-

tion; commission only to start. Interested par-

ties should send qualifications or resume to

robyns@oldbrooklyn.com. No phone calls

please.

WWANTEDANTED

CHIPPEWA LAKE & PRODUCERS MILK

ITEMS WANTED. Dinnerware, milk bottles,

uniforms, photographs, pins, buttons or anything

else. Call Don Workman, 216-661-2608.

OLD FISHING TACKLE of all kind. Rods,

reels & lures, etc. Call Clarence, 216-749-

1016 or 216-407-6329.
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Adorable yellow bungalow with newer siding. Good sized tranquil fenced
back yard. When completed will have, new roof, hardwood floors or carpet,
eat-in kitchen, 2 bedrooms and bath on main floor, large upstairs bedroom
with storage, basement with glass block windows divided into three rooms,
plus laundry room. Home is close to stores, schools, bus stops, highways,

shopping.

Sale price in the high $50’s
For more information call Old Brooklyn CDC at 216-459-1000 or email

info@oldbrooklyn.com.  

Tax Credits still available up to $8,000

TOTALLY
REMODELED HOME

FOR SALE!  High $50’s

2915 Tampa in Old Brooklyn

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms 

Coming Soon...to be completed this fall. 

Buy now and help select decorating features

“NOBODY BEATS
OUR PRICES”

Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers

Asphalt & Concrete

Roofing, Siding, Gutters, Windows

Kitchens & Baths

Porch Repair

216-397-6349

Financing Available

Federal and state laws state that no person shall be dis-
criminated against while seeking to buy, lease or rent housing
regardless of race, color, religion, sex national origin, handicap or
familial status. This newspaper will not accept any advertising  for
real estate which expresses a preference, limitation or discrimina-
tion.  CLEVELAND TENANTS ORGANIZATION is a fair hous-
ing agency available to persons who believe they have been dis-
criminated against. Cleveland Tenants Organization is located at
2530 Superior Avenue. Cleveland, Ohio 44115 and may be reached
at 363-5270 (discrimination complaint hotline) or 621-1571 (ten-
ant/landlord helpline). All advertisements for the sale or rental of a
dwelling published in The Old Brooklyn News are subject to the
Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to express a preference,
limitation or discrimination on account of race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, handicap or familial status. Readers and advertisers
are hereby informed that all housing opportunities advertising this
newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.  

THERE ARE NO EXCEPTIONS TO THE
FAIR HOUSING LAWS

Joyful Keyboard
Learning/playing piano

private sessions

Virginia E. Collins
Piano/Music Instructor

Certified Yoga Instructor
Yoga Alliance Registered

Group or individual

classes/sessions...

encompassing many

needs; all ages. 

In-the-Now Yoga

216-398-7743
LTeacherforlife@aol.com

www.circleofinnerlight.com

216.398.7743 or 216.375.9466

1607 Cook Avenue
Cleveland, OH  44109

Virginia E. Collins

Body-Mind-Spirit Integrative

Expires

12-31-09

#800

$3.00 OFF YOUR NEXT CAR WASH

BEN FRANKLIN PLUMBING (Formerly

B. McDermott Plumbing Co.) 4th Generation

of Master Plumbers.  Bonded & insured.  All

phases of plumbing -- new, repair, alterations.

Call 216-741-5131. 

SOUTH HILLS HARDWARE. Complete

plumbing services. Hot water tanks installed.

Drains cleaned. 216-749-2121. 

SNOWSNOW REMOVREMOVALAL

Best rates in town. Residential/Commercial

Senior discounts. Don't wait Call Gail now at.

330-472-0437 

TREE REMOVTREE REMOVALAL

TREE SERVICE. Cut down trees, stump

removal. Free estimates. Call Richard’s, 216-

661-7608.

CLASSIFIED
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Don Gi’s
Pizzeria & More

DonGi’s Pizzeria & More has been family-owned and operated for more
than fourteen years and is proud to call Old Brooklyn home. Our longevity
comes from adhering to a strict philosophy, “Offer great food, at a great
price.”

We have always used the finest ingredients for our menu. Our cheese
alone has won blue ribbons in various national competitions. We hand-
select our vegetables from quality local suppliers, and cut them daily on-
premise. All of our beef is certified Angus, and we cut and trim all of our
steaks and grind our own beef. Our sausage is a propriety recipe that we
grind daily in our restaurant as well. Our dough is made from scratch daily
in our own kitchen. We are proud to list our culinary partners to demon-
strate the value we place on using only the finest ingredients money can
buy. Judge for yourself the difference our quality and high standards make
for your dining experience. 

If you’re among the thousands of repeat customers we’ve had, THANK
YOU!  If you’ve never tried us, there’s no better time! Stop by or call us to
have your order delivered. We’re located in the heart of Old Brooklyn, on
Broadview Road, near Valley Road, directly across the street from
Speedway Gas. 

We are open for breakfast, lunch and dinner, and all menu items are
available for delivery. Stop into the restaurant for unadvertised specials
and our daily dinner deals. In the meanwhile, please use these attached
coupons!

2159 Broadview Rd.     

216-739-0880 

Breakfast Dining Room Only

With Coupon. Not Valid with Other Offers. Expires 1/31/2010

Dining Room Only

With Coupon. Not Valid with Other Offers. Expires 1/31/2010

50% 
OFF

$599

Your entire check (up to $20 off your check)

Any Large Pizza (Excludes Extra Cheese and Double Items)

Breakfast Dining Room Only

With Coupon. Not Valid with Other Offers. Expires 1/31/2010

BOGO
Breakfast

Buy Any Breakfast Meal & Get One Breakfast Meal FREE
(Least expensive breakfast meal is Free)


